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Important Work Com

Missouri Synod Fellowship
Suspended by 124-49 Vote

Aug. 17, 1861, will go down
in history as a day which
will long be rememberncd. It
wag o sad, day, yet a day
which, the n1:tj1:-r1'1.:|' of wvoling
delegates fell, could not be
avoided I our concern and
love for members of our
church body, for members of
the Lutheran Church - MMis-
souri Synoed, and for those all
over the world who love the
truth of God's Word is to be
manifested. .

After B0 hours of commit-
tee work and nins differont
days of dizcusslon, the Wis-
consin Ewvangelical Lutheran
Symod woted to suspend fol-
lowship with the Lutheran
. Church - Miszouri Synod. The
votoe was 1M in favor of
ndopting the resclution to sus-
pend this fellewship and 43
up?mod to adopting the reso-
Iution,

Much of the discussion ocn-
tered on our doclrinal com-
mittee's theses on It-llc»w.ulflp
in contirast to the stated ﬁﬁ -
tion and proclice of the Mis-
souri Synod.

It wag a scrious business.
There was no ¢lation and
great joy among those who
were convineed that the time
had come to sever this rela-
tionshin,  only. 8. - reali=
zation of the results of this
action.

It iz elear that many ad-
Justments must be made. But
with patience, consideration
and understanding, these
problems will be solved.
Some of the high points of
the resolutions were as fol-
Tows:

Whereas, The Wisconsin
Evangelical Lutheran Symod
has lodgdd many admonitions
and teals with the P
an Church - Mizsourl Synod,
during the past 20 years to

win her from the path that
leads to liberalism in doc-
trine and practice;
{(Heres the procoedings of the
Symod Conventions from 1939
ware mentioned with thelx
numerous references to union-
istie practices of the Missouri
Synod in the mreas of jolnd
prayer and communion ar-
rangements with groups mned
in docirinal agreement. mili-
tary chaplalncy. scouling and
milar matiers. o
Whereas, Our admonitions
have Iargely gone un ded,
and the izsues have remained
unresalved: and ...
Whereas, The Luthéran
Church - Missouri Synod has
not retreated from the un-
geriptural position long  held
by it and also expressed in
'.I‘imnxy af. Fellowship II
but continues to defend that
position and carries on fel-
lowship practices which con-
form to the principles set
forth in that decument: and
Whereas, We recogniza our
sacred trust and the obliga-
tion to “‘contend for the faith
once delivered wunto
zaints," and alse to give
orous testimony on Chure
Fellowship before the church
and the world; be it
 RESOLVED: n. That wel
now suspend fellowship with
the Lutheran Church = Mis-
souri Synod on the basis of
Rormanz 16: 17, 18, with the
hope and prayer to God that
the ran Church - Mis-
souri Symod will hear in this
resolution an evangeli-
cal summons to “come to
herself” (Luke 15: 17) and to
return to the side of the sis-
ter from whom she has es-
tranged herself: (Here it was
pointed out that word “‘sus-
pend™ means that our Wis-

Cont'd on Page 4.

Overseas Theologians Speak
On Church Fellowship Matters

At the meeting of the Syn-
odical Conference this spring,
a delegation of overseas theo-
logians from Australia, Ger-
many, England, Brazil and
ether countrics préscnted
their study of the Fellowship
Theaes of the four synods of
the Synodical Conference.

It was their considered
opinion that all of the theses
started from a wrong view-
point and thus they pleaded
with the warious doctrinal
committices o re-study the
matter of fellowship from the
wi nt of the Docirine of
the Church and of the Marks
of the Church.

Cur Doctrinal Commission
and the Floor Commitiee on
this muntter at our Conventian
found that, in the words of a
Whercas of our resolution to
suspend fellowship with  the
Missouri Synod, “In the new
iiﬁmé@““-ﬁm b{dm%owea:i

mmiltes and a
by the Synodical l:oni’:rcgtce.
we sce no avenue that will
lead to the removal of the
‘difference in regard to
chureh fellowship principles
which now exist woen the
Lutheran Church - Missouri
S¥nod and eur Wisconsin
f:;:flﬂstlica! Lutheran 5y n-

Althou the Synod de-
clared that such discussions
had no bearing on our dif-
ferences with  the Missouri
Synod, it declared its willing-
ness Lo meet with: the over-
geas theologinns with whom
we still are in fellowship .

Other Conference
Ties Unaffected

Suspension of fellow-
ship with the Lutheran
Church - Missouri Synod does
not affect our fellowship with
other synods of the Synodical
Conference nor other church
bodiea throughout the world
with whom we have been in
fellowship. -

Decisions relative to the fu-
ture of the Synodical Confer-
ence must await further dis-
cussionz and meetings.

Continued support of the
Jjoint projects of the Synodi-
cal Conference and of such
carried on by groups within
the Synodical Conference was
assured by resolution of the
Conventlon, “until we can
adjust to the new conditions
brought about by the suspen-
sion of fellowship with the
Lutheran Church - Missouri

New officers of the Synod are
{fromx left) the Rev. Oscar Sige-
ler, second vice president; the
‘Rev, Ozcar Naumann, president;

the Rew.

president,
Berg, secretary,

pleted At Synod Conventio:_l_

Irwin Habeck, first vice
and the Rev. Norman

‘Scientific’ Bible

| Interpretations

Are Attacked

pretations of the Bible were
attacked in o convention es-
say delivered by Professor
Frederic E. Blume of the
Wisconsin Lutheran 5 e m J n-
ary, Mequon, Wis, His essay
wis entitled: “Why We Are
Certain That The Bible Is The
Word Of God.™

Prof. Blume pointed out
that the situation in the world
of Biblical scholarship today
ismot encouraging. He
warned: “There hags never
been o time in the history of
Christendom when so many
and such impressive forces
have been marshaled to un-
dermine and *o destroy our
certainty that the Bible is the
very Word of God, that in the
Sciptures of the Old and New
Testaments God = ks 1o u®
with a clarity brighter than
the sun itsell."

Critics of the Rible tell us,
the essayist continued, that
the Scriptures are the “nalve
and primitive product of mia-
guided religious enthusiasts
whao peddied off mi‘g‘“ﬁ;
ings to unsuspoc i
ers who, in turnm, claimed
that these writings were the
inspired Word of God."
Prof, Blume éxplained how
this view constitutes o threal
o our raonal  salvation:
“Our Christian faith and the
aititude we take toward the
Bible go hand in hand. Tf T
am to belicve that the Bible
i# a nmoble collection of
thoughtz on the part of men
and a record of evends in
which God was aclive ...
then all T have ... are the
thoughts ond words of men,
well-meaning, sincere and
carnest, but still men like
mysell,”" the cssavist said
“Thia im't a maiter that
concerns only pastors. This
view soella the preatest con-
ceivable threal to eour Chris-
tian religion. If the Blble
iz nothing more_than a noble
collection of the best thoughts
and words of men, sincere
thoughtz about God, then

what has my faith to rest
on?" the cssayist asked

R AR Saer ]

full time prezident of the
Wisconsin Evangelical Luth-
eran Synod at its convention
conducted Aug. 817 in Mil-

waukee Lutheran High
Zchool.
This office was first made

a full-time
vention in
1959,

iticn at the con-
inaw, Mich., in

The Rev. Irwin Habeck,
Bethesda Ev. Lutheran
Church, Milwaukee, was re-
elected first vi resident;
the Rev. Oscar Siegler, of Mt.
Calvary, Wis., second vice-
president, and the Rev. Nor-
man Berg, Plymouth, Mich.,
gecretary, succeeding the
Rev. Theodore Sauver, O s h-
kosh, Wis., who has accepted
a call to Synod's mission
field in Northern Rhodesia,
Alrica.

Mourns Death
Of 20-Year Treasurer

Carl J. Niedfeldt, Synod
treasurer for the past
;{-;:nrs_. pazsed nway Au g.d:.

mnﬁ SERZOHE  WELE =
'Ip:d alf an hour ‘6 allow
d:{e;nm and friends to at-
tend funeral services.

Mr. Niedicldt acceptied the
position a8 Synod treasurer in
141, moeving to Milwaukee
from Madison where he was
active in the investment field.

Funeral services were con-
ducted by the Rev. W. W.
Pless, St. James Church, Mil-
waukee, where Mr. MNiefeldt
was a member.

Special Committees Set
To Study Synod Matters

Study commitiees will be
set up to consider sewveral
items too complex to be de-
cided by the convention at
this time. Such matters in-
clude possibility of a Synod-
wide every-home subscription
to the Northwestern Luther-
an; district autonomy in fi-
nancing home misslons with-
in the district., and a method

of control and follow-up on
synodical offerings.
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$4 :‘-’i‘ijﬂan Plus
Budget Is Adopted

A record annual budget of
34,003, 104.78 was adopted for

Az S3ynod and jis work ex-
pands, sa does the budget.
Even though this iz a record
budget, more than $500,000
aver that of 1853-1961 budget,
it still was not high encugh
to cover many requirements,
Missionarics, professors and
other synod workers have
only a $15 monthly salary in-
crease in this budget, leav-
ing thelr salaries woelully
oW,

The Board of Trustees was
instructed by the convention
to give more study to the
question of salarics amon g
synod™s workers.

It was pointed out that ev-
ery time we do not meet the
budget voled at the convens
tion, some part of the pro-
g.ﬂ;-grnm raust e

is is the budg-
et breakdown: Education ...
51,968,073 . 481 percent;

'ap | Home Missions ... $1,087,550.-

42 ... 4B

Missions ...
peE

per cent; World
S5T2,400.86 ... L4
Adm.” and Prom.
78 ... 5.8 per cent;
Benevolence, Pens, ... §219,-
1.50 ... 5.3 per cent.

1963 Convention
Set for Milwavkee

The 1963 Synod conven-
tion will meet again ot
Wisconsin Lutheran High
School, Milwaukos.

Delegates mccepted the
invitation to mect again at
thiz site. to facilitate the
observance of the Centen-
ninl of our Wisconsin Luth-
eran Seminaryinthat
Vear.

The convention accepled
the invitation of North-
western Lutheran College,
Watertown, to meet there
in 1965. At the same time,
the Centennial of this pas-
toral-training school will
be obaserved.




