


Then, being rooted and grounded in love,
I pray that you would be able to comprehend, along with all the saints,
how wide and long and high and deep his love is...

- % -

Stoddard, WI  Early 1900’s Special thanks to the Vernon County Historical Society for early Stoddard pictures.

...to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus
throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.

Stoddard, Wl August 2020 Photo Credit: Nicholas Joseph Passe



St. Matthew’s Evanaelical Lutheran Church

Carly Beqinnings

Our nation was not yet
100 years old. General
Ulysses S. Grant was

president of our 37
United States. Wiscon-
sin was only 22 years

old. The Civil War
had ended only five
years earlier. One
hundred and fifty

years ago, in 1870,
the population of

our nation was

38,500,000. That year,

the National Weather Service
made its first official meteorological forecast.

That same year, the 15th Amendment gave black

Americans the right to vote, the Standard Oil Compa-

ny was incorporated by John D. Rockefeller, and in a

small town in Wisconsin on the banks of the Missis-

sippi River, a small group of Christians was gathering
to establish a congregation so they could worship
together. These pioneers wanted to be sure that
they and their children could regularly hear the

Word of God and receive the Sacraments.

You might think that in a part of the world where
help was scarce, doctors were few and far between,
roads were often not much more than wagon trails,
and winters were long and harsh that these people
would have had more important things to do than
start up a congregation and build a house of wor-
ship. But they didn’t think so. You might think that
they would have had more important things to
spend their time and hard earned money on than a
church building and paying a pastor to come from La
Crosse to preach and administer the Lord’s Supper to
them. But that’s not how they felt. The Word of God
was of utmost importance to them.

One hundred and fifty years later a lot has
changed at St. Matthew’s. The population of our
nation is now 327,000,000 in 50 states. The Mis-
sissippi River is no longer a major frontier, but
outer space is. Horses and buggies have been
replaced by airplanes and cars - even electric
ones. Electricity, internet and cell phone tech-
nology have completely changed the way we live
our lives. Much has changed but some things
have not and will never change. Everyone who
lives here is a sinner in need of a relationship
with our heavenly Father. Because we all still
sin, it doesn’t matter how fine of medical center
we have in this country, people will get sick,
grow old and die. The Holy Spirit still works
through Baptism, the Word of God, and the
Lord’s Supper to bring people to faith in Jesus as
our Savior, and strengthen that faith within us.
God’s Word is still the only source of forgiveness
for our sins and eternal salvation. And this con-
gregation, so humbly incorporated 150 years
ago, continues to preach that life-giving Word.
With God’s gracious blessing, the Holy Spirit’s
power and the support of God’s people, may
this church continue to proclaim the gospel to
ourselves, to our community and to the next
generation until our Lord comes again.

_‘“\

él‘%““‘ \

S
P
sty

5
9}‘1’;_1!
e

2
£5F

B

5
£

oge 5

B

108 =5y
it ®

E ot "33

2.5 5o
g $z% 5




The founders of St. Matthew’s Ev. Lutheran Church came
from the country of Germany. These immigrants heard about
Wisconsin, a land of opportunity. It offered beautiful thick for-
est, fertile soil, clear springs and streams, and an abundance of
fish and game. Above all these physical opportunities that this
land had to offer, Wisconsin had the freedom of worship.

Inspired by letters sent to them from friends and relatives
already here, the families packed their personal belongings and
sailed to America and on to the port of Milwaukee. From there
they moved across the vast wilderness to the Mississippi River,
a frontier barrier.

These early pioneers found and settled in this area south of
La Crosse in the 1860’s. The Town of Bergen had been orga-
nized in or about 1853, five years after Wisconsin was admitted
to the Union and twelve years after the first log cabins were
built by Nathan Myrick in La Crosse. After their farms were
established, they met at the homes of neighbors to discuss the
establishment of a congregation and a house of worship. A site
was picked on a knoll overlooking this picturesque valley east
of what is now Stoddard. Land was donated by William
Wehling for the purpose of building a house of worship and
plotting a cemetery.

The Woton of Bergen in 1870

From the 1870 Census

795 People

283 born in Wisconsin

106 born in Norway

152 Born in Prussia

Remainder came from other parts of
Germany, Western Europe and the

United States, mostly from the north-
east

147 families
409 males
386 females

Occupations

Farmers - 109

Farm laborers - 43
Teachers - 3
Shoemakers - 2
Domestic servant - 1
Retired merchant - 1
Blacksmith - 1
Showman -1

Retail merchant-1
Carpenter-1

Ship carpenter- 1
Brewer - 1

Mill laborer-1

Agricultu ral Statistics ( Production for home use not included)

In addition to sheep, cows, and swine,
there were 76 oxen and 180 horses
2.177 acres of “improved land”

17, 528 bushels spring wheat

556 bushels winter wheat

514 bushels rye

10,826 bushels Indian corn
11,745 bushels oats

1,392 bushels barley

5,019 pounds of Irish potatoes
4,945 lbs. honey

16,985 Ibs. butter

420 Ibs. cheese




A 25'x20’ white frame building
“ was constructed and completed

' in 1869.
G On January 16 and 23, 1870,
informational meetings were held

in the small building to discuss
~. the formation of a congregation

i and adopting a constitution. Pas-
' tor H. Kittel of La Crosse conduct-

ed the meetings.

On January 27, 1870, a meeting was
called. Reinhold Bey was appointed chair-
man and Christoph Froehlke, secretary.

Rev. H. Kittel of First Lutheran, La Crosse
was the pastor. It was at this meeting that a
constitution was adopted and the new con-
gregation became know as the German
Evangelical Lutheran St. Matthew’s Congre-
gation in Town Bergen, Vernon County,
Wisconsin.

Pastor Herman Kittel

re me the within

titution - :
9 Signers oL = B e

Henry Leihson

Wilhelm Wehling Friedrich schwake I : ?ﬁﬂfﬂ?«ﬂuﬁ:‘“
Reinhold Bey Carl Jonas F. Hecht it = ﬂ.cf;;f}”léﬂ?m
Christoph Fro.eh\ke ilhelm Lamprich caryEron
Chas. H. w|‘e\e Joseph proksch
Rudolph Wiele Ole Anderson

F. Wilhelm Wwill

nke Julius Groenke
Jacob Groe

William Jonas On February 8, 1870, two leaders of our newly established

e Mueller
Geore Hecht John Zurk " church went to La Crosse to have a document notarized
. e
S Grulke Ferinand Groen . declaring the new congregation had been founded and es-
n - i
Johan  Thiele William Lampric tablished. The cost was $1.60.
Augus
Pastor W. Hass

Pastor Kittel served as pastor and then Pastor W. Hass, who served other groups in the vicinity,
finished the year. His salary was $59 per year. Services were probably held only once every
three or four weeks in each church. Pastor Hass then entered another mission field some miles
away and no longer felt able to devote adequate time to the Hamburg Parish which included
the Hamburg Congregation, St. Matthew’s, and another nearby church. (Perhaps St. Johannes
on Chipmunk Ridge.) On a side note, Pastor Hass gave his last sermon on a Sunday at Hamburg
in 1890. He was stricken in the pulpit and within a week, he died.




The German Language

One of the by-laws of the church con-
cerned the German language. It stated:
“Because the congregation is a German
one and wishes to remain so, therefore all
teaching and preaching, as well as all
open discussions shall be carried on in the
German language and remain so, as long
as three members of the church wish to
keep up the German language. Guest
preachers may speak in another language
if they ask permission, and if the pastor
and the congregation gives the speaker
such permission.” The German language

would continue to be used, if not just
and one occurring before the church was established. once a month in latter years, until 1951,

Emilie Will, daughter of William and Wilhelmina Will, October 17, 1869 81 years after St. Matthew’s began.

TWauntselyein.

There were 6 baptisms during St. Matthew’s first year,

Friedrich Lamprecht, son of Wilhelm and Christiane Lamprecht, April 18, 1870
Gustav Bluschke, son of Johann and Henrietta Bluscke, April 18, 1870
Johann Grosskopf son of Georg and Marie Grosskopf, April 14, 1870

Paul Wiele, son of Robert and Bertha Wiele, June 6, 1870 One of the conditions of membershipwas

Auguste Bey, daughter of Reinhold and Hulda Bey, December 26, 1870 that one “partake regularly in the church
services and partake, if possible, of Holy

Emma Wehling daughter of Wilhelm and Katherina Wehling, December 4, 1870 . s
Communion at Easter time”.

In 1871, Rev. R. Baarts was called to serve In return for this he was asked to conduct
this congregation along with the Hamburg services in this congregation on alternate
parish and another nearby congregation. His Sundays and to teach at Hamburg two
contract included a yearly income of $300, months of the entire six month teaching peri-
twenty bushels of wheat, fifteen to twenty  od which was to be distributed in the three
bushels of potatoes, and wood for fuel. districts.

Top left picture and picture below from a 1918 baptism certificate
from St. Johannes church.

Pastor R. Baarts

Up until 1874, St, Matthews was served through
the Hamburg parish, along with the congregation in
Chaseburg . In that year, St. Matthew’s discontinued
affiliation with this group for a number of years.

OnJuly 5, 1874, a congregational meeting con-
sisting of St. Matthew’s and St. Johannes on Chip-
munk Ridge assembled in order to call a pastor for
these two congregations which formed one parish.
Unanimously they called the former teacher, Joh.
Theodor Kuchmann as pastor. He was inducted into
his office on July 19, 1874 by Carl Bothe of St. Johan- e
nes Congregation and by President Reinhod Bay of : = T Riublein ju
St. Matthew’s. It was approved on August 16, 1874, M’;'
by Pastor G. Fachtinam of Henderson, Minnesota at
St. Matthew’s. Witnesses were members of both
congregations. For of such is the kingdom of God. Mark 10:14

A
en und jvefref ifnen nidgf:
Mark. 10, 14. 4

Suffer the little children unto come to me, and forbid them not:



==

Sketch of St. Johannes Church on Chipmunk Ridge

Gifts to St. Matthew’s Congregation in 1874

On Easter Sunday, April 5th, Mr. and Mrs. William Will pre-
sented a chandelier for the church in memory of their moth-
er/mother-in-law, Anna Kelm, and brothers Friedrich, Wil-
helm, Heinrich and sister Augusta Kelm, who were killed in a
railroad accident near Montreal, Canada on June 29, 1864
while emigrating from Germany to America.

May 17, On Sunday Exandi (the Sunday after the Ascension)
School elder Mr. Bay and Church Elder George Mueller, pre-
sented a crucifix in memory of their sister/sister-in-law, Ottilie
Bay who died on March 28, 1865

Also on May 17, Johann Helke and his wife presented to St.
Matthews two altar chandeliers and wax candles in memory
of their children:

Heinrich Hermann-July 19, 1869—December 29, 1871
Rosalie- December 8, 1864-January 1, 1872

Caroline Mathiilda— June 8, 1867-January 20, 1872
Eva—Born and died on July 29, 1873

May 24, 1874—An altar cloth and pulpit covering were pre-
sented on First Pentecost Day by Mr. Wilhelm Wehling, Mr.
Reinhold Bay and Mr. George Mueller. They were dedicated
by teacher Kuchmann, who spoke appropriate words of dedi-
cation to the assembled congregation.

Above is the only known photo of St. Johannes Church. It is in
the background of this Leisso family photo. It was described as
a quaint small frame church with a small vestibule, large small-
framed windows, high pulpit and Cottage organ. A cemetery
still marks the nearby location. Pictured are— Row 1: Earl Leisso,
Irene Leisso, Earl Kuester, Margaret Leisso Granke, Martin Roes-
ler, Jr., and Arthur Leisso. Row 2: William and Mary Leisso and
Amelia Kuester. (sisters)

Rules of the Church Cemetery

1876—Non-members had to pay $1.00 to be
buried in the church cemetery

1879- It was revolved that every church mem-
ber pay 50 cents by March for fencing and de-
liver four fence posts. Whoever did not would
never have the right to be buried in the church
cemetery.

After church services on January 3, 1875, a meeting was held
for the election of officers, and also to vote on a building site for
a parsonage. No agreement was reached by the two parties
until the president of the St. John’s (Johannes) congregation,
Carl Bothe volunteered to build a parsonage on his own land if
the congregation would give him an annual rent of $30. This
suggestion was unanimously approved.

Records were not found of the whereabouts of this parson-
age, or if it was ever built.

Pastor Kuchmann served here until October of 1880.

1882— Non-members could no longer be buried
in the cemetery.

1881—Non-members had to pay $2.00 to be
buried in the church cemetery and be buried at
the north end.

Pastor O. Oerding

Pastor O. Oerding was called on October 24,
1880 and arrived in November. Once again, we
shared a pastor with Chaseburg and Hamburg,
as well as St. Johannes. Services were probably
held once or twice a month. His annual salary
consisted of $120 from Chaseburg, $180 from

Hamburg, a parsonage, fuel, a bushel of wheat
and a bushel of potatoes from the head of each
family, and the use of the land belonging to the
church property. It was not recorded what St.
Matthew’s contributed.
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Hamburg Church, built in 1891 (2013 view) The first Chaseburg Church, built in 1885, with school and parsonage

The first Hamburg church was located at the foot of It is interesting to note how dedicated these early pastors
the hill of its present day location on the ridge top. Built have had to have been. Traveling long distances to these various
in 1871, it was a box shaped log building with small churches on horse and buggy through hills and valleys in all kinds
frame windows and a shingled roof and brick chimney. of weather had to be very discouraging at times. But the Lord sus-
It was in 1891 that the present day church was con- tained them, allowing his Word to be spread throughout the
structed on the ridge. countryside and into the hearts of his people.

According to Vernon County history, St. Matthew’s began with
twenty some families and grew to thirty-five by 1884.

Upon Pastor Oerding’s retirement at the end  teach a parish school at Chaseburg three times a
of 1890, A meeting was held on January 25, 1891. week from three to four months a year. The sala-
Representatives from Chaseburg, Hamburg, and  ry consisted of $450 a year, parsonage, (which
Stoddard voted to call Pastor E.H. Palecheck of was located in Chaseburg) fuel, the use of eight
Alma, Wisconsin. On Easter Sunday, March 29, acres of land connected with the church proper-

1891 he came to serve our congregation. The ty, and provisions to compensate for teaching. St.
contract called for one service to be held on each Johannes Church was still included in this parish
Sunday so that each location was to be served and was served once a month.

once in three weeks. The pastor was also to

Pastor E.H. Palechek

St. Matthew’s membership continued to grow and Below: 1903 View of Stoddard
the church became too small. It was decided that a larg- At this time, Stoddard had few trees, as most people farmed a few
er building would be more suitably located in the village acres of land behind their buildings. Residents numbered around 200
of Stoddard. The land that the church was built on was when the village was incorporated in 1903.

donated by the White family, who lived at the north
edge of town. The frame building was constructed and
the cornerstone was laid in 1897. Later, brick veneer
and stained glass windows were added.

To allow for more services, in 1897, St. Matthew’s
conceded to have its meetings in the afternoons of the
Sunday in which morning services were held in Chase-
burg. St. Johannes congregation was also served in the
afternoon of alternate Sundays when Hamburg was
served in the morning. Typically, morning services were
at 10:00 am and afternoon services at 2:00 pm.




The bell tower was added in 1900. The bell was lifted into
place by a team of horses. Later this bell was placed at St.
John’s Church in Genoa. Our new bell was hung in the bell
tower in the early 1920’s.

Meanwhile, the old church building was sold to August
Bay, who tore it down and used the lumber to construct his
barn. The present day cemetery has expanded and covers
the ground where the church once stood.

EV. LUTH.
ST. MATTHAUS KIRCHE
1900

Above: The Burlington Northern Railroad Depot in Stoddard. At
this time, passenger trains also came through this area. In
1967, this service was discontinued and the depot in Stoddard
was removed.

Left: Picture
from a portion
of a confirma-
tion picture
from 1898.
Translated—
Take and eat! -
Take and drink!

The Ladies’ Aid was organized in 1904

Below, left and right: Two different scenes of Main Street, Stoddard, originally known as Lover’s Lane, facing north.
Imagine our early members gathering to worship, traveling on these paths and dirt roads..
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CITY AND OF THE COUNTY OF LA CROSSE|

= The La CFrosse Tribune &

VOLUME Il NUMBER 18 LA CROSSE,

TN 0 PRIGE TWO GENTS

TORNADO KILLS FOUR AND INJURES SCORE

Leaving Ruin in Path

Property Loss is Tremendous in Terrific Storm Which
Sweeps From Minnesofa up the Coon Valley,

Stoddard region. While t

On June 6, 1906, at 6 ﬁm, a tornado swept through the

e church had no reported damage,
some of our members suffered some losses. It was also stated
that the Hamburg church seemed to be miraculously spared

while many other buildings were destroyed in the surrounding
area. Witnesses reported that when the funnel came over the
river, it sucked the water into the air and they could see the

bottom of the river. Fish were found on a farm on Oak Ridge.

TOEATH AND RO |
| INTORNADO'S PATH|

ONE FATALITY AT STODDARD
AND OTHERS ELSEWHERE.

MANY BUILDINGS RAZED|
\'ﬁirl;letpund Property l;oi- Ropono{
—Bridge on Burlington Road Car-
ried Out and Passenger Train

Flagged on Brink of the Gap by
Farmer.

8torm's Center,

The hurricane eontored, lt'p.mtl ’
no and ope-half miles cast of 8(05-
'| dard, Vernon county. It passed up r&?on
vailey and Mormon coulee, st ng
Stoddard and Brinkman most heavily.

Telephone communiontion is erippled

the sout
There was some damage in La Croess,
tho no one was injured.

roads in this vieinity,

plit‘ely devastated.
Crosse, Monros and Vernom eoun-
fes in Wisconsin and Houston county in

innedota suffered most heavily an “’u
{ vast amount of property was destroyed,

and te agnph wires are down toward

Washouts are reported om the rall- |
Many farms are reported to be com- |’

Hhing Shore d_bei

ng above the ground heing laid flat.

The brick house %?Ca_rl Scheck fel to'
rlgcea and aH of fhe inmates weré badl
njured }l?rv falling ‘bricks. ' The "dead:
ac:d_v Ofd ah;og']Halv}(;tee_n was' founél in

e road outside, e 18 supposed to
have been struck by flving missiles,

A special train_on the La Crosse &
Southeastern brought the injured to La
Crosse late last night. 3

Viroqua, Melvin and Sparta escaped
dnmnézhe. The villages of Coon Valley
and Chaseburg were in the .path of the
storm, but it is not known what oe-
curred_there. k ,

How Farmer Saved Train.

A terrible catastrophe was barely
averted at the Burlington railway cross-
ing over Coon creek, south of Stoddard.
Forty feet of bridge wks taken out by
the tornado. -

- The new Daylight Limited, a palatial
train, which last night carried over 200
passengers .from . Chicago to La Crosse
and the twin cities, was running « half
hour late, which fact alone saved it
from running into the open bridge.

Shortly before it reached the bridge,
the danger was discovered by John
Miller, a farmer, who flagged the train,
stopping it within ten feet of the|
bridge. . The dmmu'se to the bridge was |
not discovered until after the regular
time for the daylight limited to pass.
Had it been on time the whole train
with its load of passengers would have
plunged into the creek, swollen by
heavy raius of several times its origi-
pal size. . .., .

In a strip of farminﬁ conntry'in Coon |'
valley on the north side of Coon ecreek, |!
ever thm%wu swept. clean, residences, |

obaceco: warchouses and everv- |

The first confirmation class was confirmed in St. Matthew’s in 1910.
Before that time, they were confirmed at Chaseburg.

Holy communion services were conducted on a quarterly basis until
1910, when they repeated every two months.

Services were originally conducted entirely in German. As early as
1912, English began to be used, as the younger generation drifted
from the native language.

DOUBLE EVENT IS
CELEBRATED BY

Rev. 15. H. Polechek’s Silver
Wedding  Anniversary
Comes on Anniversary

of Service

CHASEBUURG, Wis.,, May 4.—|
(Special,)—Thursday and Kriday of |
last week, the twenty-fifth anniver-
gary of Rev. K. H. Palechek’s wed [
ding and also of lis occupancy nt‘l
the German Lutheran church as pas
tor, was celebrated. Special services

|

were held Thursday afternoon in lh(‘,;
church,
were treated to auto rides to noarhy;
towns Friday morning. Friday nmmi
| | Mrs. Palecheck was hostess at a din-
GHASEBURG PASTDR |ner given in their nonor. Other serv-{
lices were held during Friday after-:

" noon at which time the congregation;
presented Rev. and Mrs. }‘a]e('hc«-ki
with a purse of $450. i
Ministers were in attendance from |
points in this state as well as some|
"Ifrom adjoining states, i

while all visiting ministers|

| I'he dead and injured at Stoddard
‘\\1!- shicltered in" a brick honse own- |
ed by Carl Scheck The building
was crumbled by the gak Fourteen
[ houses are known to have been de-
l troved up ( n valley
Fheir owners and the distance from
Stoddard are
Fdward Twit, 3 miles east, build
ing all down
Mrs. Hofl, 2'5 miles east
| My Onetta Petersaon, 2% miles
vast
Peter Peterson, 2 miles cast
Hals Halvorsom, 2 miles cast
Ji el has, Cink, 1 mile south mall
bunilding down
! Ludwig Scheck, 1! miles onth- |

| et

Charl Scheck, 1 mile cast, home to-

tally destroyed
William Welling, 1 mile northeast, |
mall buildings down !
Juling Granke, 1 mile cast
William Jonas, 1 mile cast

Below: The Charlie Zink farm

From the La Crosse Tribune

May 4, 1916

On April 27, 1916, the whole parish together with the
Mississippi Valley Conference celebrated the 25th anni-
versary of Pastor Palechek’s uninterrupted service in the
congregations. Pastor Siegler, who officiated at the time
of his installation, preached the sermon. On the following
day, Pastor Palechek and his wife celebrated their 25th
wedding anniversary. Pastor Nicolaus, who performed
their ceremony, again officiated. Pastor Palechek was
presented with a pail of silver dollars sufficient to pur-
chase the first car to be used by a pastor in this area.




The 20°s —the 50°

Below: The first known photo of a confirmation class at St. Matthew’s

J)[mf/) 18, 192

Back: Helma Levendoski, Lucien Wrobel, Esther Bay, Pastor Palecheck, Elsie Proksch,
Mildred Wrobel, Mabel Wrobel
Middle: Caroline Scheck, Harry Beitlich, Raymond Krause, Alfred Krause,
Minnie Scheck
Front: Wesley Proksch, Lorene Wrobel, Gertrude Loeftler, Nona Springer, Hazel Hass,
Erma Bay, Elmer Seidel

On May 6, 1923, St.
Matthew’s became an
independent parish
and Pastor .M.
Brackebusch, at age
29, became our first
resident pastor. Day
school was conducted
one month on the
ridge and one month
at Stoddard.

It was during the
ministry of Pastor Brachebush that St. John’s of Genoa
joined our congregation in sharing a pastor. The St.
Johannes congregation on the ridge dissolved around
this time, with its members joining either St. Peter’s of

Hamburg, or St. Matthew’s in Stoddard.

Note the rug in the

The present parsonage was purchased from Lonnie Scholl in the
1920’s. The church park property was purchased in 1927 from the
Nottingham family for $1400. This included a Catholic church building

which was later used as our Christian Day School and Saturday School.

Below From left to right— the parsonage, the school, and the church.

Pastor Brackebusch was involved in mission work. Below is a clip
from September of 1924. His guests from Germany gave a presenta-
tion of work done among orphans and the elderly in their country.

e e e e 1

Mrs Kock and son of Lowell, Wis,
and Sister Anna Friedland of Gerlin,
Germany, were week-end guests of Rev. |
and Mrs. Brackebusch. Sister Friedland |
spoke in the St. Matthews Lutheran |
church on work among the orphans a.ndv
'old people of Germany.

¥ oise * * *
LUTHERAN ENGLISH MISSION

Services at 10: .iOd(;;, 1;1 “l".e\t ‘S
] Brackebusch of Sto ard will offi¢/ 'ne
He also officiated at Sundey school at 9:30 a. m. — Our

B Sunday school -is growing. This Sun-
aLUtheran Eng“Sh dayv definite classes will be organized

icci : and pins® distributed. Any children
mission in La Crosse living in the vicinity are urgently in-
in 1928. vited to be with us. A contest to see

which boy or girl can bring the most |
newcomers is proving close. Four uref
now tied for first place. Children, youg
can all be missionaries! {

1923 photo.

Below: St. Johns, Genoa
(1960’s view)

Heating was done with wood in the church and
school buildings. The price was $4.00 per load. Total
for the 1925-1926 winter was $49.00.

1926 Confirmation Class

Back: Alvin Granke, Alice Krause, Alvin Stellick, Elmer Stellick, Walter Scheck,
Amanda Chase, Kenneth Groetsch, Carl Schwake
Front: Marie Scheck, Margaret Leisso, Earl Leisso, Pastor Brachebusch, Elmer Beitlich,
Lucille Springer, Bertha Levendoski




April 29,1928

S S —

MRS. BRACKEBUSCH, |
STODDARD, PASSES |
AWAY SUDDENLY | |,

—_————
Mrs. Esther Brackebusck wife of |
Rev. 1. M. Brackebusch of .\"ml'l;n"}.
passed away at a local hospital Sat
urday meorning after a brief illness.
She i1s survived by her husband, one
daughter, Dorothy, age 4, her parents,
Mr. andg Mrs. George Humphrey of!
Palmyra, Ill., one sister, Mrs. Bernice
Hogan of Springfield, Ill., three
brothers, Carl 8. Humphrey of Chi-
cago, Fred V. Humphrey of Philadel
phia, and Coy C. Humphrey of Mason
City, Towa. Mrs. Brackebusc h was u
corvespondent for The Tribune.
Funeral services will be held Mon- |
day afternoon, April 4, at 2:30 in the
afternoor from the &t. Matthews
Evangelical church, Stod-

holz iating.
to . Pal

ntermcent will be

dard offie
The
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Rev, J. Berg
remains wil
I where

1
Lutheran
[
t

shipped
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Electricity Comes to
St. Matthew’s
The church, school, and parsonage were

wired for electricity for $399.01 in 1929-
1930 by Oscar Stellner.

December 26, 1929

La Crosse Nurse
and Stoddard Pastor
'Wed Chnstmas Day

— e ——

T St. Matthew’s Evangelical

Lutheran church in Stoddard at
three o’clock the afternoon of
Christmas day Miss Ethel Evange-
line Fjelsgaard, daughter of the
Rev. A. B. Fjelsgaard of Paxton,
I1l., became the bride of the Rev.
I. M. Brackebusch of Stoddard, pas-
tor of St. Matthew’s church. The
bridegroom’s father, the Rev. Imm.
Brackebusch of Stoddard, perform-
ed the ceremcny.

Ladies of the congregation enter-
tained at a reception following the
ceremony, when the gift of a Kel-
vinator was made to the couple
from the Ladies’ Aid society.

Following a trip to Milwaukee
the Rev. and Mrs. Brackebusch will
be at home at the parsonage of St.
Matthew®s church in Stoddard. The
bride is a graduate of Lutheran
Hospital School of Nursing in La
Crosse.
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“The LORD gave and the
LORD has taken away; may the
name of the LORD be praised.”
Job 1:21. This Bible verse may
have come to mind to Pastor
Brackebusch when, during his
fifth year in his ministry here in
1928, God called his wife Es-
ther home to heaven, leaving
him with their four year old
daughter, Dorothy.

Members of St. Matthew’s
surely had compassion for him,
and demonstrating their Chris-
tian love, surprised him with a
party on his 33rd birthday later
that year.

God had blessed Pastor
Brackebusch with a second
wife, the wedding taking place
on Christmas day, 1929. They
were later blessed with a baby
girl who was baptized on
Christmas day the following
year.

A long time tradition was evident back
in 1926. Pictured at left is the bill for the
treat bags given out at Christmas. The ap-
ples were $5.50, candy $10.29; nuts
$12.72 and 75 bags were 50 cents, for a
total cost of $29.01

November 28, 1928

STODDARD CHURCH
SOCIETIES GIVE
PARTY FOR PASTOR

STODDARD, Wis.—The St. Matthew's
Lutheran church at Stodderd was the
scene of a unique birthday celebration
Sunday evening, when the auxiliaries
of the congregation sponsored the cele-
bration of the 33rd birthday of their
pastor, the Rev. 1. M. Brackebusch.

Every detail of the celebration was
so skillfully planned and
the committees in charge
succeeded only in making it a
surprise party, but also a very pleas-
ant and joyful evening for the entire
congregation and friends.

arranged by
that they
not

A short service was held in the
church where the Rev. Bergholz of La
Crosse spoke appropriate words. The
qu et sang ‘“Onward Christian Sol-
diers.” After services all members
were invited to a delicious luncheon
served by the ladies of the congrega-
tion The Rev. Bergholz acted as
toastmaster and a very delightful eve-
ning was spent.

The congregation, Ladies’ Aid and

Walther League remembered their pas-
tor with qeveral glth

December 28, 1930

Lois Adelle, daughter of the Rev.
and Mrs. I. M. Brackebusch, was
christened Christmas day at St
Matthews church. The sponsors
were Miss Agnes Brackebusch and
Elmer Granke.

Pastor Brackebusch directed the Stoddard
choir at the 400th anniversary of Luther’s
catechism and the anniversary of his birth.

UTHERANS from Wisconsin, Min-
nesota and Iowa are in La Crosse
today to celebrate the quadricen-
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LUTHERAN CHURCH
CELEBRATES BIRTH
OF MARTIN LUTHER

City Thronged Today For
Quadricentennial; Mass
Services Planned

MAJESTIC AND RIVOLI
THEATERS ARE UTILIZED

e e
Choir of Three Hundred and
Fifty Voices to Sing

tennial anniversary of the writing of
' |the catechism by Dr. Martin Luth-
er. Today is also the anniversary
of the birth of the founder of the
Lutheran church.

Because so large a crowd is ex-
pected in La Crosse to attend the
celebration the executive committee
in charge of the event has engaged
two of the largest city theaters, the
Rivoli and the Majestic.

Although the services will be
conducted in the Rivoli theater, am-
plifiers have been placed in the Ma-
jestic theater so that persons unable
to secure entrance to the Rivoli may
hear the entire program.

“Now Thank We All Our God,”
Bach, mass chorus.

“Praise Ye the Lord,” Palmer,
Stoddard choir directed by the Rev.
I. Brackebusch.




Back: Walter Bay, Lorene Schlicht, Viola Loeffler, Illa Rumsey, Ray Krause
Middle: Oscar Zink, Wilburt Beitlich, Pastor Brachebusch, Edwin Groth, Roy Krause
Front: Ludwig Scheck, Arthur Leisso, George Groth

«Class 1929 -
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Bottom: John

Top: Art Wiese, Margaret Groth, Hilda Klahn, Carl Klahn

Helke, Bemice Wiese, Pastor Brachebush, Lucille Beitlich,
Harold Clements

In 1930, new monthly envelopes for offerings
were introduced, replacing the quarterly ones.

Top: Alvin Hanson, Dorothy Wolfe, Viola Woodhouse, Rueben Anderson,
Viola Schaldach, Ruth Adams, Harold Simons Michel
Middle: Fred Levendoski, Ruth Wolfe, Edna Wolfe, Pastor Brachebush,
Irene Veglahn, Gladys Jonas
Bottom: Donald Wrobel, Leonard Klahn, Hazel Hanson, Mildred Phillips,
Edwin Schlicht, Gerald Klum

GALVARY LUTHERAN

“CHURCH SCHEDULES
~ MISSION FESTIVAL

OQutside Pastors Will
. Conduct Services After-
noon and Evening
The fifth annual Mission Festi-
val of the Mount Calvary Lutheran
church, of which the Rev. T. J.
Mueller is pastor, will be held next

sunday, September 10 in three

ofal services.

Pastor H. E.
Bentrup became
our pastorin De-
cember of 1932.

In this September 7, 1933 clipping from the La Crosse Tribune at
right, it states that Pastor Bentrup was a missionary among the
Chinese people. He was one of the speakers at Mt. Calvary's Mis-

sion Festival.

A fitting program has been gar-
in which Mission-work wil]
pe the chief topic of discussion.
The speakers for the day include
the second. vice president of the
west Wisconsin district of the Wis-
consin Synod, the Rev. H. Kirchner,
of Baraboo. Wis., who will have
of the forenoon service, pe-
g at 10 a. m.; the Rev. Theo-
Mahnke of Cataract, Wis., who
will deliver the German address at
2:30 p. m., and the Rev. H. E,
Bentrup, of Stoddard, Wis., who
will be the principal speaker in
the evening service, beginning at
7:45 p. m.

Rev. Bentrup promises to give an
interesting lecture on his experi-
, as missionary among the
Both morning and evening
gervices will be in English. Spe-
cial music will be provided by the
Mount Calvary quartet, the male
choir of the First Lutheran church,
and the mixed choir of Immanuel
Lutheran church.
Anticipating a large attendance
at these services, the congregation

has arranged to increase its seat-
ing capacity and the ladies of the
congregation will serve both dinner
and supper in the church base-
ment,




In January of 1933, St. Matthews’
voted to start a Christian Day School.
The vote was 20 for and 14 against.
Pastor Bentrup offered to teach it
himself if that were the only way of
getting it started, but urged the con-
gregation to get a teacher. Twenty
students were promised for the fall,
but not for the winter. The question
was to start it immediately, with five
months left to the school year, or
wait until fall. Pastor Bentrup be-
lieved in “hitting the iron when it is
hot”, and sent a request letter to the
president of Dr. Martin Luther Col-
lege. The salary was fixed at S50 per
month. The requested qualifications
were the ability to play the organ,
help with choir and Sunday school,
and above else, have a passion for
souls. His hope was, with the help of
God, that the school would flourish
and grow to forty pupils.

Realizing that the request was
made in the middle of the school
year, Pastor Bentrup was hoping for
just a student. But he received a reply
from Professor E.R. Bliefernicht
stating that there were two male
graduates who had not received calls
in last June’s graduating class. One
was Ervin Humann from South Dakota
who would fit our needs and was
“very earnest and conscientious, a
fair organist, and one whose heart is
in the right place, who will in every
way cooperate with his pastor”. Pro-
fessor Bliefernicht found it refreshing
and encouraging that we wanted to
start a Christian school when so many
pastors at that time claimed it was
impossible to begin one. He also stat-
ed that salary wasn’t a concern be-
cause all of the young men were ex-
pecting to go into this work for the
Lord’s sake, and not for earthly gain.

St. Matthew’s began a Christian Day
School in 1933. Our first teacher was Mr.
Ervin Humann. On the following pages, be-
ginning with his time here with us, are his
memoirs that he wrote during his later years
at the urging of his family. We thank the Hu-
mann family for granting us permission to
include this glimpse at life during the Great
Depression.

1932- Dr. Martin Luther College

Huhn, Armin
New Ulm, MN'
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Back: Amold Miller, Bernard Scheck, Wilfred Leisso

Front: Esther Beitlich, Louise Beitlich, Pastor H. E. Bentrup, Mabel Beitlich
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Top: Lorine Groth, Minnie Scheck, Rev. H. E. Bentrup, Ruby Olson, Mildred Adams
Middle: Virgil Phillips, Eleanor Bakken, Dorothy Groth, Herman Bentrup
Bottom: Edward Scheck, LaVern Clemments, Teacher Ervin Humann,

Alvin Proksch, Carl Stellner

May 22, 1934

COMMENCEMENT AT
STODDARD WILL BE
HELD NEXT SUNDAY

STODDARD, Wis. (Special)—
High school commencement exer-
cises will be held Sunday afternoon
at 2 o'clock in the St. Matthew’s
Lutheran church. The Rev. Gustav
Fischer of La Crosse will be the
speaker. KEleanor Bakken and Carl
Stellner are valedictorian and salu-
tatorian, respectively.

Those who are to graduate are:
Eleanor Bakken, Ruby Oilson, Lor-
ine Groth, Carl -Stellner, Herman
Bentrup, and Alvin Proksch. Fol-
lowing the exercises a picnie and
program will be held on the school
grounds.




o 17 -

4A brighter note occurred that summer when Pastor Blume gsked me to play
for church services at White Butte. My sister had purchased a piano, so
now I could utilize a lot of time practising my music. Later that autumn,
I was also asked to direct the cholr at Lemmon. I was most grateful to
the Lord for these opportunities to bolster my self confidence and over=
come more of my inferiority complex. These good people gave me a lot of
encouragement in my lowly endeavors.,

My blg break came the week before Christmas, 1932, when the Heavenly
Shepherd directed a call to me from St. Matthew's Congregation at
Stoddard, Wisconsin, to organize and start a Christian Day School after
New Year's 1933. My duties as listed were # to resume the responsibility
of principal, teach graged one through elght,play the organ for church
services, the choir, young people's leader, and other duties as they may
arise, The salary was spipulated at forty~ five dollars a month for nine
months ~ out of this I would be obligated to pay fifteen dollars a month
for board and roon.

The congregation only had about two hundred and twenty-five communici-
cants. Those in favor of starting a Christian Day School won out by only
three votes. Viewing the size of the congregation and the close vote, it
herdly seemed feasible to start a school. But fully realizing that with
the Heavenly Father's blessing all things are posgsible, I was eager and
anxious to launch into the task laid before me and put to practice the
talents, which the Lord dad endowed me with in preparation all these years.
This was especlally true after spending such an uneventful, unfruitful
and unprofitable six monthSon the parched prairies of South Dakota.

Hence, a day or two after Christmas, I agaln clankety-clanked and
choo-chooed toward an unknown, brand new destination. Stoddard 1is located
fifteen miles south of LaCrosse, Wis.,, along the Mississippi River -
surrounded by high hills -~ better known as ridges. I arrived in this sleepy,
little river town about ten o'clock in the forenoon - wearing my bright
orange, college sweater and luggling my suitcase. I headed for the
parsonage and the town-folk along the way must have awed and wondered
who the new arrival in town was. Pastpr and Mrs. Bentrup welcomed me
with open arms. They had four children, three sons and a daughter, all
of school age. Since they were crowded for sleeping quarters, we decided
that I eat my meals at the parsonage and sleep at g member's across the
street from there. They were fine people and very accommodating. This
setup wasn't exactly ideal, but worked out quite satisfactorly.

The schoolhouse was an old, flimsy, abandoned, Catholic Church, which
the congregation had purchased and converted into a schoolroom. The same
was heated with a tall, round, black woodburner. The naughty boys had
the pleasure to keep the large wood-box filled during recess and the
noonhour. The seats were still the double type and some triple. The
temptation was great to push the end ones off. This always gave me an
excuse to have enough wood carriers listed for duty. Good books and
adequate teaching materials were almost non-existent. Monetary-wise,
these were difficult times. Most of our supplies were second-hand
donations from First German Lutheran School at LaCrosse.

I had been brought up in the school of hard knocks, and thlis was Just
a continuation of the same. Someone brought up in a more affluent
environment, would most likely have thrown up his hands in utter disgust
gnd defeat.

My first day of classes was filled with fear and trembling knees
like all beginner teachers experience. The Good Shepherd had blessed
us with an enrollment of twenty-four blood bought lambs, eagerly staring
me in the face, wondering what I had to say to them. All grades from
one through eight were represented. Suffice it to say that with the
Lord's help, I managed to get my feet on the ground, and soon things .
were progressing quite smoothly. My good pastor was a wonderful school-
man, and his kind, fatherly encouragement helped me over the hurdles.
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Another jolt awaited me when I received my first forty-five dollar
check, By this time, I was almost penniless and hurried to the bank to
have 1t cashed. To my surprise and dismay, I found a slgn on the entrance
which read, "BANK CLOSED." This happened to be the day when Rresident
Roosevelt had unexpectantly declared a nation wide "Bank Moratorium",

It took two or three weeks before the banks opened again and people were
allowed to withdraw a certain percentage of thelr deposits. After some
shrewd maneuvering, I filnally received my sorely needed #45.00.

With a determined, consecrated effort, much praylng, and many prayers
answered, I successfully plowed through my first schoolyear. I thanked
the Lord many times for His gracious help and guidance during this
difficult undertaking. The shakey beginning now looked mueh brighter.

This summer the pastor from Chaseburg prevailed upon me to teach his
three differhit summer schools in the area. Each session was three weeks,
The dally schedule was from nine o'clock in the morning until four o'elock
in the afternoon. Some days were uncomforfbly hot and monotonous. My salary
here also was §45.00 g month - but here I stayed with various families,
usually a week at a time, and saved my $15.00 board and room.

After. the aWwove, I only had a few short weeks left to prepare for the
1933-"'34 schoolyear opening date. When the day arrived, it wasn't nearly
as hectic and confusing as the previous opening day. The enrollment again
was twenty some puplls with all grades represented. I still burned the
midnight oil preparing dally lessons; but with the many outside activities,
I also became quite adept in the art of shaking missing preparations out
of my sleeve. I would never recommend that this method become habitual,
but as every teacher will attest to - there are times when there is no
other alternative.

This year the roof on the parsonage was ralsed, and the attic space
was converted into two cozy rooms. I was offered one of them - now I
could eat and sleep under the same roof.

This year the pastor was also wheeling and dealing for a new car.

Since I was stuck in the sticks here without a personal means of
transportation - I decided to buy his o0ld Durent for fifty dollars.
After the close of my first full year of teaching and attending two
summer school sessions - I drove the old buggy home to South Dakota.
Outsideva couple flat tires, the old machine zipped right along without
eny further delays.

The drought-gstricken landscape had not improved one bit since I left
the scene a year and a half before. Soon after I arrived home, my mother
was teken to the hosplital in Bismark, N.D. for a serious tumor operation.
The affliction had made her very anemic, and she was in dire need for
blood transfusions before they could operate. My dad and the older brothers
and slisters submitted to blood tests, but mine was the only type that
matched hersg. When they proceeded to extract the same from me, they
discovered that my veins were too narrow to insert the needle. After
pricking here and there, without success, they decided to make an incision
and use a pump to obtain the same. Thus within three days, I was drained
of three pints of blood. This weakened my physical condition for a long
time afterwards.

What we feared the most was verified after the operation - the tumor
was cancerous. Still for several months she seemed to rally and was about
her dally tasks as usual. In the meantime I meandered back to Stoddard
to pursue my teaching duties. After Christmas, I was informed that mother's
condition had taken a turn for the worse. The pain was becoming more and
more intense, and to keep food down was also an uncontroldle problenm.
Under such helpless,humanly speaking, circumstances one is tempted to
seek relief even from quack doctors. Word had reached my parents about
2 hospital in Muscatine, Iowa that was noted for curing cancer patients.
So out of sheer desperation, mom and dad boarded the traim for Iowa to
gseek relief for the almost unbearable, excruclating pailn.
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All the foregoing happened about three weeks pefore the end of another
schoolyear. In the meantime, I was informed that mother's condition was
not improving but steadily getting worse. So a week after the Good Shep-
herd of His sheep and lambs had graclously blessed us with another
successful schoolyear - I headed for Muscatine, Iowa to take mother home.
During the year, I had sold my old Durant for thirty-five dollars and
bought an old Essex from one of our pastors in LaCrosse for fifty dollars.
This was a good car, and I reached my destination without any trouble.

I found my mother a mere skeleton of skin and bones; yet she was akert
and cried for joy when I entered her room. Chills went up and down my
spine, the moment I set foot inside the place. People were moaning and
groaning everywhere. The next morning before leaving, they gave mother
her final water treatment. I could hear her scre way down in the lobby.
It was a heartrending experience, and all I coulgﬁﬁas pray that the
Great Physlcian from above would ease her pain. *

To make a long story short, Jjust let me say, that we placed a hospltal
bed mattress on the back seat of the car and placed mom on it. In spite
of her weakness and agonizing pain, she was bubbling over with joy and
happiness at the thought of golng home and leaving thls place of horror.
Incidentally, a few years later the establishment was found gullty of
false claims and quackery and was forced to disband.

We were happily homeward bound when suddenly mother went into a state
of convulsions. When I turned aroumd to view the situation, our guardlan
angel was truly with us - I mlssed by inches going into the ditch and
rolling the car over. I braked to a stop and was powerless to come up
with any help for & moment. She finally did calm down and went into a
deep coma. She never regained consciousness again. I was now desperately
hoping to locate a hospital. After stopping to lnquire, I was informed
that the closest one was at Watertown, S.D. - a distance of over a
hundred miles. It seemed an eternity when we finally arrived there about
five o'clock in the afternoon, and mother was admitted into the hospital.

I notified my father concerning the predicament which had arisen,
and he promised to meet me as soon as possible. After getting a bite to
eat and reserving a room for the night, I went back to the hospital.
Nothing had changed ~ sometime after midnight a nuée advifed me to go
and get some sleep, and if mother's condition grew worse - she would
call me. I had barely gotten into bed when the call came for me to
return to the hospital. Mother's breathing had become heavier. Toward
morning she stopped breathing, and her fervent prayer to be with the
Lord and Savior was granted her. _

Sometime in the afternoon, dad arrived by train - we immediately
contacted an undertaker. Later in the evening, we were informed that
the body was ready to be trensported to Lemmon. This was a distance of
over three hundred miles. We placed the corpse in the backseat of the
car and set out for our homeward journey. We arrived at Mobridge about
eight o'clock in the morning - where we picked up my brother, who had
just completed his first year at our Lutheran Academy there.

We resched Lemmon asbout ten o'clock that morning and made funeral
asrresngements with the undertaker and pastor. After this ordeal, we
finally arrived at the home-place about noontime. With very little
sleep for two days and two nights - combined with the grief and stress,

I was physically and mentally exhausted. I tumbled into bed and slept
the rest of the day, through the night, and into mid-morning the next
day. Mother was laid to rest in the Lemmon Cemetery June 10,1935 - to
await the @lorious resurrection unte life everlasting. Her absence was
keenly felt - especlally by my six year old sister and younger brothers.
They always had depended so much on her motherly love, help and guidance.

Evidence of the drought and depression were still prevalent everywhere.
Crops again were sowed and planted, but there was no harvest, due to lack
of the necessary moisture needed to bring them to maturity.



=

<

The time soon drew near again for my departure back to my teaching
duties at Stoddard. This trip turned out to be a very memorable and enjoy-
able event for me. I stopped at Winona, Minn. to visit an old scheolmate
of mine for a couple days. Two more friends of this couple came by and
stayed over night. One of these characters happened to be a teacher by
the name of Edna Gruetzmacher. We had been introduced to each other at
a teachers' conference the year before, but neither one of us took a
second look. This time it was different - as the evening progressed, I
took cognlzance of her Jjolly disposition and her fluent, meaningful
manner of holding an interesting conversation. The next day she left,
but a happy memory of my new found acqualntence lingered on.

I had been asking the Lord, if it be His will, to help me find a
good, Christian helpmeet. The thought struck me that maybe this is the
answer to my prayer. Needless to say, the urge persisted to find out
more about this amlable,young lady. So one day, I quite timorously
roused up enough courage to write her a letter. I merely asked if we
could correspond with each other on a friendly basis. To my surprise,
she informed me that this would be quite agreegble. So we communicated
via letter until shortly before Christmas. Then again I took myself in
hand and mustered up enough courage to ask my good friend, if she had
any objection to my paylng her a visit during Chrisymas vacation. With-
out any fanfare, she granted me the privilege to do so. So between
Christmas and New Year, I headed the o0ld Essex northeast-ward toward
New London. Here I met the whole Gruetzmacher clan, who impressed me
a8 a very nice group of people. Most of our time was spent, visiting her
friends and relatives. As I recall, neither one of us was too romantically
inclined at this time. This was more or less just a social call and an
opportunity to become better acquainted with our indigtdilial characteristics.
I think the feeling was guite mutual - quoting an old adage, "Better is
an ounce of prevention before hand than trying to remedy a blunder with
a pound of cure when the damage is done." Nevertheless, this turned out
to be a very profitable beginning for better things to come.This slowly
budding friendship, gradually bloomed into a full blown, happy romance.

The distance between us prohibited the customary weekly dating - so
most of our courtship transpired¥#% via letters. This wasn't exactly a
drawback for me, because I was more adept to express my inner feelings
in writing than amorous verbal phrases. This method of love-makling lasted
from December 1935 until August 1936 - before we were privileged to enjoy
another rendezvous. This happy occasion occurred after I had completed
my three summer school sesslons again at Chaseburg. At this meeting our
admiration for each other had developed beyond the scope of mere friend-
ship. Now sublle hints became apparent on both sides that perhaps this
was serious business. The mutusl admiration between the twalm was
progressively becoming more evédent.

Time sped by like on eagle's wings, and with heartstrings throbbing,

I returned to pursue my duties at Stoddard. I must have thanked the
Giver of all good things, many times for the encouragement bestowed upon
me to find a good helpmeet.

The next step was to gain the assurance - that this wasn't Just a
bubble that could still burst. Any fears that I might have harbored,
were glleviated about three months later when our State Teachers'
Conference convened at LaCrosse, the beginning of November, 1936. I don't
recall a thing that was on the Conference Agenda, but it turned out to
be the most memorsble one in my life's history.

It all happened after sessions one evening - when my lovely, endearing,
girl friend and I were driving around viewing the sights of the metropolis
and finally landed on top of Grand-dad's Bluff. This is a very high polint
overlooking LaCrosse, With all the lights below at night, it is, indeed,
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a most impressive, romantic lookout. After a@fring the breath-taking
panorama below for #ex quite sometime - I in an emotional, quivering
tone of voice blurted out, "Edna will you marry me?"

After a tense, dramatic moment of silence - the answer came through
with a elear resounding "YES!"

Thus another most important event in my life came to a very, happy,
enjoyable conclusion. We were now engaged. What an undescribeable sense
of happiness and joy one experiences. Ones whole outlook on life seems
to become much more meaningful and invigorating.

When Christmas vacation rolled around this time, we were very much
occupled making wedding plans. This was still during the time of the
"Great Depression". Money was still hard to come by, so we decided on a
small church wedding, with just relatives and a few close friends, as
our witnesses and guests. This gala affalr was set for June 15,1937, at
ten o'eclock in the forenoon. Having these preliminaries, seemingly well
in hand, I left my pretty fianceelto get back to less exciting brain
ticklers in the classroom. When things would become somewhat obnoxlious,
I could now momentarily blot out a bad situation and think of more
pleasant events to materiazlize in the near future.

Our plans for a honeymoon to Californis also took considerable
planning. The o0ld Essex had served me well, but I wasn't about to rely
on the o0ld crate to cart us out to California and back. Thus began the
task of scouting around for a different car - both new and used. After
a lot of dealing and wheeling, I came across a good deal at Coon Valley,
Wisconsin. Here I found a new 1937, Little Sixty Ford for $608.00. This
was $200.00 less than any of the other cronies I tried to bargain with.
This was a real buy, but with my fortiy-five dollars a month, and my meager
savings - left me nothing for our trip expenses and otherwise. In this
quandary, I sheeplshly approached my flancee to loan me some money to §
close the car deal. She was very gracious about the whole matter, and
we were soon in possegsion of a new automobile to start on a long road
together. This little vehicle served us better than well for ten years.

With the Lord's gracious help and guldance, another successful school-
year came to a close. I informed the church council of my impending
plans to bring & B#¥dE a bride back with me when school opened in the
fall. The congregation obligingly voted to provide us with a home and
raise my salary to fifty dollars a month for nine months. This was not
a very bright picture to set up housekeeping wlth a young bride - but I
had experienced by now that with a strong faith and fully trusting the
Lord, this hurdle would turn out for the best also.

After bringing my school records up to date, I in joyful antleipation
proceeded toward New London. There were a few days to walt yet for the
great moment, so I busied myself helping Ednz's brothers with the farm-
work and did a little fishing on the Wolf River.

Finally the wedding day had arrived. It was a bright, warm, sunny day.
Everything turned out as previously planned. The ceromony, and everything
else that went with it,was very impressive. Edna was a beautiful bride.
After the nuptlal knot was tled, and we were pronounced man and wife -
we gathered at the home place for a short reception and a deliclous
noon meal. Later in the afternoon, we commenced our long Journey west-
ward on an extended honeymoon. The farther we travelled together, the
more I realized what a great jewel God had given me. It became more and
more evident that Christian marriages are consummated in heaven. Rarely
is a man blessed with an understanding helpmeet like mine.

We leisurely took our good old Dutch time and finally reached Lemmon,
South Dakota. Here my new wife was privileged to meet my relatives and
some friends. They all expressed favorable comments on the attractive
choice I made. We stayed here a few days and moved on to The Black Hills.
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The lmpressive scenery here and all that goes with it, mskes this an
ldeal honeymoon paradise. Here we were privileged to experlence a couple
exotlc, enjoyable days - before steering the little Ford toward Calif.

to visit my sister, Hilda, and her husband, Adolph. On the way out, we
took in some interesting sightsg - llke the Great Salt Desert, the Mormon
Tabernacle, Temple, and Choir, etc.,etc. Under God's protecting hand,

we safely and Jjoyfully reached our destination. Adolph was the manager

of an orange ranch, and Hilda worked in a packing house close by. Their
house was surrounded with orange and grapefruilt trees. This was an unusual
experience for both of us - to be able to pick ripe, sweet, luscious
fruit right off the tree.

Some fantastic,beauty spots for us to vislt close by were: General
Grant Park, Sequola National Park, Sherman National Park, etc. The huge
trees were breath taking. For another change of scenery, we took a trip
over to the Pacific Coast. At Monterey, we tried our luck at deep-gea
fishing. We salled eleven miles out on the deep blue ocean and dropped
anchor. Edna and I stuck it out to the bitter end, but many were not so
fortunate. We Bad barely stopped when a motor boat came by asking if any
of the seasick passengers wished to abandon ship and go back to shore.
Several ashen-faced,seafaring enthusiasts jumped at the opportunity and
gpeedily left us. Soon more faces were hanging over the railing and
feeding the fish below. Again the motor boat approached and asked if any
more wished to go to shore. By this time Hilda and Adolph had become
landlubbers and joined the crowd in the motor boat below. Edna and I
enjoyed one of the greatest fishing days in our lives. Between the two
of us, we brought in over a hundred pounds of mouth-waterling, deepsesa
fish. A Japanese lady charged us thirty-five cents to clean the catceh,
plus ten cents to ice them down for us. We hurried home - placed our
brain food supply into the Frey freezer and enjoyed many sumptuous,
delicious, fish dinners.

But, alas! All good things, including a honeymoon, must eventually
come to an end. We were privileged to enjoy some wonderful, fantastic
days while staying with Hilda and Adolph, but the time had arrived for
us to come out of the clouds and down to mother earth. It was time for
us to start our journey eastward again back to Stoddard. To commemorate
the event, my good sister arranged to send us off in style with a fare-
well party. I enjoyed the gala affair immensely - fully unawares of the
bombshell that was to explode shortly sfterithe celebration. When the
crowd Bhd finally dispersed, my sweet wife handed me a letter, which had
arrived in the mail that morning, from the pastor at Stoddard. The
contents of the same revegled that at their July meeting, the congregatlion
voted to close the school. The good man went on to profuselyexplain
how one of the elderly, progminent memberyhad committed suicide; the
large relationship insisted on a church burial. With the couil's
permission, he rightfully refused thelr request. Spitefully now this
group sought revenge and ganged up on him to close his beloved school.
My compassionate better half was aware of all this, but hid her emotlons
go well concerning the impending surprise, that I didn't detect anything
amiss whatsoever. In her love and good graces, she was unselfishly covering
up that I should enjoy the party. I appreciated this unmerited thought-
fullness very much and loved her all the more for 1it.

Momentarily, the shock produced a feeling of helplessness - like the
clock had stopped and the sky had fallen on my head. I keenly felt my
responsibility of providing shelter and a decent living for my newly-
acquired wife. Calls and jobs were still about as plentiful as hens'
teeth. The future, indeed, appeared bleak and dismal for the moment!.

However, we soon came to the reglization that God was still in control,
and was guiding us in His school, like He did Job and Joseph of old - to
teach us patience and a firm faith and trust that all things work out
for good to them that love and trust Him. With these thoughts agaln
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indelibly imprinted on our minds, things began to look brighter.

Not to wear out our welcome, and impose on our graclous hosts, the
Freys - we drove to Visalla to scout eround for a place to live. By the
Lord's guidance, we were led to g, sultable room, owned by a widow lady
with three children and a coupleﬂgats. The price for the same was ten
dollars a month, including heat, 1ights4 and kitchen privileges.
Financially, the kind, old lady wasn't much better off than we were - yet
she would quite often share a dish of pinto beans and a bowl of soup with
her impoverished renters. There was no way of living high off the hog -
even with hamburger sometimes two and three pounds for a quarter and good
soup bones thrown in free.

To implement our dwindling, meager financial resourses, we landed a
job selling Larkin Products (similar to Watkin's Products). Edna geemingly,
enjoyed this tpype of work, but as for me - after I had a few doors
slammed in my face, I detested such degrading treatment. Nevertheless,
in our situation, "beggars can't be choosers", and we earned enough to
keep body and soul together.

Occasionally, for varieties sake, we indulged in picking cotton for a
penny a pound. The best I could do was about & hundred pounds & day; Edna
managed about eighty when we got out early enough to take advantage ofi
the dew on the cotton bolls. She'd get tired - then sit on my long cotton-
bag for a free ride to prop up my morale and urging me on to keep up the
exhilarating work.

Shortly after Christmas,my brother-in-law, Franklin, came from Wis.
to join us. He and I tried our hand at a variety of jobs, such as, work-
ing for a hog farmer, picking luscious Emperor Grapes, picking oranges,
and finally working in an orange packing house for thirty-five cents an
hour. My patient wifw, in the meantime, busied herself selling a few
Larkin Products, baby -s&t occasionally, and sometimes take care of a
couple old invalids. All these menigl tasks helped us to provide food and
clothing and contentment. We were young and could laugh about our various
experiences. All in all, it was &a blessing 1ln dlsguise. Our love and
admiration for each other became richly enhanced through this schooling.

Our Heavenly Father now was ready to lead us back into the schoolroom
to feed His lambs. About the middle of May 1938, we received a letter
from the pastor at Chaseburg asking us if we would be interested to
teach his four summer schools. We didn't hesitate for a moment to accept
the kind man's offer. So after almost a year of honeymooning through
thick and thin, we were ready to come out of the clouds, and make plans
to wend our way back to Wisconsin. Nevertheless, when the time for our
departure arrived, we felt rather sad to leave our friends at the church
in Visallia, our other scquaintances in the vicinity, and especially Hilda
and Adolph to whom we had become very much attached during our stay in Cal.
So it was with sad adieus and mixed emotions that we finally left our
memorable, exciting landscape behind to seek greener pastures.

My two cousins, Elsie and Esther Zimmerman, who were well establlished
in Californls with good paying Jjobs, accompanied us back for a visit with
their parents, who lived gbout two and a half miles from our homestead.
Our faithful, little Ford, loaded to full capacity with luggage and fiive
passengers, now headed for Yosemite National Park. The sights and scenery
here were fantastic. We left the park and proceeded northward to Eugene,
Oregon. Upon our arrival, the girls began preparing supper in our cabin
and Franklin and I decided to take & stroll to the river about a half
mile away. On our way back, two savage German Shepherd Police Dogs came
tearing across the field and were soon yipping and barking at our heels.
We remained calm and kept on walking. Some distance away, the owner came
running and shouting. He explained to us how they had escaped from him
and how vicious they were. He saild it was a miracle that they didn't
attack us. Our guardian angel was surely with us.
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The next morning we began our itinery northward to visit friends at
Yelm and Seattle, Washington. Then we turned eastward and reached the
peak of the Continental Divide - our gas tank showed "EMPTY". We were
happy to coast down the slope on the other side and reach a filling'
station. Gas, by the way, was twenty-five cents a gallon. Many places
along the way, 1t was cheaper than that. The rest of the way, we saw
miles and mlles of waste land, many queer rock formations, numerous
flocks of sheep, numbering in the thousands, and a number of prairie
dog towns. Franklin and I changed off driving, and that way we could
cover many miles a day over the desolate landscape, until we reached S.D.

Now,on home territory, we delivered my two cousins to thelr parents -
vigited relatives and friends a few days and continued our journey toward
Wisconsin. Along the way, we pald several surprise visits to uncles and
aunts, who loved us dearly for honoring them thus. Franklin enjoyed a
field day meeting my various good looking, female cousins. Soon after
our gracious Lord and Savior, brought us safely back to the Gruetzmacher
farm. What a long, eventful honeymoon this had turned out to be! Instead
of the originally planned six weeks, almost a full year had elapsed by
now. This whole unexpected episode had firmly impressed upon our minds
the importance of man and wife working side by side as a loving,closely
knit team through thick and thin through life's rough road. Wish all
married couples were privileged to enjoy such a blessed, mutual relation-
ship! During all this adventuresome experience, we weren't exactly letting
the grass grow under our feet. The speedometer had chalked up twenty
thousand miles. That's remarksble considering the meager, monetary
circumstances under which it was accomplished. We did school ourseiyegs
in the art of saving and using our few shekels wisely and prudently,
which has been second nature with us ever since.

We landed back in Wisconsin the second week in May - just in time
for the famous white bass run on the Wolf River. The three Gruetzmacher
brothers and I decided to try our luck one cloudy, drizzly morning and
hit the jackpot. By noon, we had caught enough white bass to fill a wash
tub to the brim. We returned once more after lunch and repested the
fantastical fishing spree within a couple hours. Catching them was
exhilarating fun, but disposing of so huge a volume, can become quite a
chore. But many willing hands, can soon accomplish great tasks. A goodly
mess we scaled and cleaned for immedliate consumption, some we distributed
to the less fortunate in the neighborhood; and a handsome portion was
gsoaked in a salt brine over night and smoked the next day. I've never
agaln experienced a fishing bghnza like the above.

Soon it was time for us to pack our few earthly possessions and move
on to Chaseburg to conduct our six week summer school sessions. A fine,
kindly, retired couple made our stay here very pleasant. They supplied
us with a homey room, plenty of garden, fresh vegetables, etc., etc.

Now, for the present st least, we were again privileged to indulge in

the work that was nearest and dearest to us; namely, to instruct the

Good Shepherd's preclous lambs in His Holy Word. Edna taught the school

in the village of Chaseburg for three weeks, and then the one at Hamburg
for three weeks. I was assigned to take care of the other two further

out in the country. We completed this project the last week in July, 1938.

Job wise ofiffuture again appeared rather bleak and dificouraging. Some-
how a good Irish, batchelor farmer heard of our plight and offered us
thirty-five dollars g month with board and room, if we would come and
work for him. We felt that a bird in the hand 1s better than two in the
bush - so we went to work as a husband and wife team on a rugged, ridge
farm not far from the Mississippl River.



The St. Matthews Lutheran Aid
will celebrate its thirtieth anniver-
sary Thursday afternoon. A pro-

gram befitting the occasion will be
given and a lunch will be served.

June 5, 1934, La Crosse Tribune

Graduations, confirmations, anniversaries,
mission festivals, and birthday parties were
all a part of St. Matthew’s events in the 30’s.
Teacher conferences were also held back in
that era.

May 5, 1934

Ervin Humann, teacher 1in the
parochial school, attended the teach-
er's conference at Lewiston, Minn.,
Friday and Saturday. I

Au gust 2 8, 1934 Back: Art Stellick, Alice Miller, Marcella Schlicht, Wesley Stellick

Front: Teacher Ervin Humann, Helen Scheck, Edmund Bentrup,
Mabel Miller, Pastor H. E. Bentrup
OF STODDARD CHURCH October 30, 1935
IS WELL ATTENDED Stoddard, Wis.—(Special)— Mrs.
- H. E. Bentrup was honor guelzft ;1)1
: the members of St. Matthews’ Luth-
STODDARD, Wis, —(Special)— g i i

St. Matthew’s ’Evangelical Lutheran eran church, at an informal surprise
: s birthday party, Sunday afternoon in
church celebrated its annual mission g h ¥lors: The atternooh
festival Sunday. The services were C*L'lu;ct 58 e sl R g
conducted: a German service in the gastbpe in as P 3 w){ih gl g
forenoon and an English service in Tf = i'%up wasdpxl'&i nTheodore ll\)dillel:
the afternoon. The afternoon service 1:; he'Y(:lran = dSiVIiss Esther Min-
attracted an overflow crowd, many i I" Cen 4 e s M
being unable to get standing room léelhOf l{amntkoslscf, ey ‘in eanfd th::

in the church. The Rev. Hertler of sther el sang a solo,

La Crescent, Minn., the editor of the Reve. H. E. Bentrup spoke.
Tri-Parish Caller, delivered both

sermons. August 28, 1936

! The parochial schoo: will open‘
! Monday, Aug. 31. Ervin Humann
will have charge of the school.

There will be no services in the
'St. Matthews Lutheran church
next Sunday owing to confirmation
at the Bad Ax church, at which
i services will begin at 10 a. m.




A glimpse into what school life was
like back in the 30’s. Not only was there
reading, writing, arithmetic, and religion,
there appeared to be a lot of hard work
going on. And, when a break was need-
ed, there was recess. Can you imagine
the ride going down this contraption
pictured at right?

May 27, 1936

The parochial school will close
Friday and a program will be given
Sunday afternobn. Refreshments
will be served during the afternoon.
Erwin Humann has been the teach-

cr.

May 22, 1937
* W W

St. Matthew’s Lutheran church,
Stoddard, Wis. Rev. H. E. Ben-
trup, pastor.

The baccalaureate services of the
St. Matthew’s Lutheran school will
be held this Sunday at 1:30 p. m.
Mr. John Gawrish, principal of the
First Lutheran school of La Crosse,
will be the speaker. The com-
mencement service will be fol-
lowed by a program by the school
children and a picnic on the!
church grounds. The public is in-
vited.

* * = #

The December 24, 1936 issue

of The La Crosse Tribune had a

detailed description of the Chil-

dren’s Christmas Eve service

which would take place that

evening at 7:30 pm. It gave the

children’s names, along with the

recitations and the songs that ;';';‘kg,':"’..n:,k‘;“{,‘gi&m 3‘;':

would be sung. m'.um‘.’”l s“’cf:iﬁkph“;f
lis Rieple; “Du Kindlein in Der

Krippe.” Ruth Bentrup; song, “Be-
side a Manger Lowly and on Earth




June 17, 1937

Stoddard, Wis.—(Special)— An-
noncements have been _received

White Butte, S. D., at St. John’s
Lutheran church at New London,
morning at 10 o’clock.

the ceremony a reception was

the home of the bride. The
will wvisit his parents at
Butte and then leave for
Calif., where they will ;|
spend the summer at the home of

=

his sister brother-in-law, Mr.
and Mrs. C. Frey. Mr. Humann
taught in the St. Matthews Luth-

eran parochial school at Stoddard

Back: Mabel Scheck, Lorraine Schaldach, Clarence Beitlich,
Mae Scheck, Irene Groth
Middle: Robert Wiese, Ruth Stellner, Pastor H. E. Bentrup,
Florence Springer, Alois Soucheck
Front: George Beitlich, Anna Beitlich, Lorraine Klum, Roland Bakken

August 18, 1937

|Noted Harpist To

Play At Stoddard

St. Matthew’s was outreach-
minded even back in the 30’s
as we invited the public to
school programs and picnics.

' Ot anz . Pastor Bentrup also arranged
» Bog will Appear for a well known harpist to give
In Concert At Church a free concert here to which
Allg. 23 the public was invited.

Stoddard, Wis.—(Special)—The

Reverend Bentrup of St. Matthews’
Evangelical church of Stoddard
advises that he has been successful
in securing Otto Boganz, one of the
outstanding harpists of the United
States and his two children for a
concert in St. Matthews church
Aug. 23 at 8 p. m.

Mr. Boganz started playing the
harp when he was nine years of
age, his first harp being a rather
small affair that sat upon the ta-
ble, quiie a contrast to his present
harp, which is one of the finest
built and stands six feet high.

When Mr. Boganz started, his
talent for the harp soon became
apparent, with the result that he
was sent to music schools and his
ability furthered. However. since
his first music was the old hymns
and chorals, and being the music
he loves to play, they have been
his life work.

The concert is free and open to
all, and the public is urged to at-
tend. A free-will offering will be
taken.

Ice cream and cake will be
served in the basement of the
church after the concert.

Above: Pastor Bentrup, his
wife, and children - Ruth,
Herman, Edmund, and Wal-
do. Ruth attended Dr. Martin
Luther College, and her
brothers, Concordia College,
St. Paul, MN.

After the school closed, the Humanns
took on various jobs until he got a call in
late 1937, teaching briefly in Fairmont,
MN, then 6 years in Helenville, WI, and
18 years at Stevensville, MI. They then
taught in Wausau, WI until 1967 when
the both retired.

August 25, 1937

The Stoddard public schools and
also the St. Matthews’ Lutheran
school will open on Monday, Aug.
30. The faculty members of the
public school are: Frank Paudler,
principal; Miss Alma Lienlokken,
La Crosse, intermediate grades;
and Miss Alice Nelson, primary
grades. The Rev. H. E. Bentru
will be in charge of the parochi
school.

Friends léarned of a tragedy
which occurred a few days ago in
Canada, involving two cars, in one
of which the Rev. 1. M. Bracke-
busch, former pastor of the St.
Matthews’ Lutheria church at
Stoddard, was riding with another
man. It was stated thry met a car
driven by a man 80 years of age,
who was on the \. 'ong side of the
road. The cars crashed, seriously
injuring the Reverend Bracke-

cerated, his hip was injured, and
his condition was such that physi-
cians did-not attempt to operate
for three days.
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April 14, 1938
STODDARD

Stoddard, Wis.— (Special)—Ger-
i man
. held
{ chuichh Friday morning at 9 o’clock.
i English communion services will be
{ at 9 Sunday morning.

communion services will be
in St. Matthew's Lutheran

busch. The other occupants escap- |
ed injury. His face was badly la- |




Top: Waldo Bentrup, Pastor HE. Bentrup, Amold Miller
Bottom: Elsie Wiese, Lois Bakken, Dora Anderson, Elaine Schlicht

May 25, 1939
]

i At a meeting of church mem-
| bers of the St. Matthews Lutheran
church Sunday afternoon it was
decided to build a balcony in the
east end of the church and re-
decorate the interior and exterior
of the church.

N A N
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Stoddard

He'

Top: Ruby Anderson, Marie Beitlich, Mildred Beitlich, Doris Proksch
Middle: Joyce Christiansen, Evelyn Helke, Pastor H. E. Bentrup,
Ruth Bentrup, Audrey Bakkum
Front: Marian Leisso, Earl Helke, Arthur Miller, Marcella Scheck

In 1939, a balcony

was added and the church proper

was redecorated. Also, a new basement entrance was

Confirmation services will be built.
held at the St. Matthews Lutheran
S L June 17, 1935
. : : There will be no services in the
In 1940, it was approved to have two English services St. Matthew’s Lutheran church

and one German service.

May 12, 1940

Back: LaVeme Aspenson, Harold Wrobel, Eldred Groth
Front: Myrna Jean Tate, Pastor HE. Bentrup, Marie Marshall

Sunday morning owing to the con-
siruction of a balcony at this time,
but there will L¢c services in the

Bad Ax chur

An informal picture was
taken at the confirmation of
these five young people, with
the church in the background.

In November of 1940, Pas-
tor Bentrup accepted a call to
Wilson, MN. A farewell party
was held as noted in this No-
vember 20, 1940 clipping at
right.

ch as usual.

Party Given Stoddard

Pastor, Rev. Bentrup

Stoddard, Wis. —(Special)— A
farewell party was given in honor
of the Rev. and Mrs. H. E. Bentrup
Monday evening with about 100
members of the St. Matthew’s
Lutheran church present.

The Rev. and Mrs. Bentrup left
Tuesday for their new home at
Wilson, Minn. Services in the St.
Matthew’s Lutheran church will be
held next Sunday at 2 p. m. The
Rev, H. F. Backer of Chaseburg,
will be guest speaker.




Stoddard Church |
Gets New Pastor

Stoddard, Wis.—(Special)—The ‘
Rev. Fred Schroeder of Berlin,
Wis., has accepted the call to serve
as pastor of the St. Matthews
Lutheran church at Stoddard and
the St. John's Lutheran church at
Bad Axe. Installation services will
be held in the near future. There
will be no service in the St
Matthews Lutheran church next
Sunday.

Pastor F. Schroeder was installed as our pastor on December 2, 1940.

A Young People's Society began on July 1 4 1

15, 1941. Once confirmed, a young per-

son became a member of this group. It e New hymnals
provided a way for them to gather to- were purchased
gether, study the Bible, and socialize. Spe- and a new order
cial events included bowling, skating, and of service was Bach Noapen AndemonsFrenks Rieote

! ) Front: Phyllis Rieple, Ruth Wiese, Pastor Fred Schroeder,
sledding parties. used. Frances Miller, Minnie Miller
July 17, 1941

A group of 18 young people of *  Sunday School
the St. Matthew Lutheran church was replaced
met Tuesday evening to organize a .
bible class. A constitution was with Saturday
adopted and the following were School.
elected for the coming year: Chair- )
man, Alvin Proksch; vice-chair- e  Asix week sum-
r(ﬁgn.v(‘:’:;zlbgt.elln;xgasszig?ary ﬁfﬁ; mer school was 1945 —German services were held on the last
Soucheck. The purpose of this or- held. Sunday of the month.
gamnization is to study the bible. The
young people will meet the first
Tuesday of the month at 8 p. m.

1943 —City water was piped into the parsonage.

1945—0ur school bell was donated to Pickwick Mission.

June 14, 1942

Back: Rueben Wiese. Eugene Lenser
Front: Garhardt Groth, Dorothy Miller, Pastor Fred Schroeder,
Phyllis Bakken, Adolph Anderson Back: Robert Wrobel, Donald Proksch
Front: Pastor Fred Schroeder



75th Anniversary

i i ok MHember MHemony
St. Matthew's Congregation

C EIEbrates Diamond ' J ubi[ee : It was a custom that came from

STODDARD, Wis. — (Special) — St. Matthew’s Evangelical Germany that the men would sit on
Lutheran congregation, Stoddard, will observe the 75th anniver- )
sary of its organization Sunday. : one side of the church and the women

2 Two services will be conducted. An English service will be )

conducted at 10 a. m. with the Rev. H. E. Bentrup of Wilson, on the other. When | got married and
Minn., a former pastor of St. Matthew’s, preaching the sermon. o
Pastor A. L. Mennicke of Winona, Minn., will preach the afternoon joined the church, Pastor Schroeder’s
sermon in English at 2:30. St. Matthew’s congregation was organ- - ]
ized on January 27, 1870, with 15 members. Today its membership goal was to have the families sit to-
totals 359 members and 264 communicants. f . .

The first church building of St. Matthew’s congregation was gether, The first time | came to church
located a half mile east of the village of Stoddard near the site of )
the present parish cemetery. In the year 1897 the congregation after our wedding, | was brave enough
relocated in the village of Stoddard, its property consisting only of
the land on which the building stood. When Pastor 1. M. Bracke- to sit with my husband. | felt many
busch was call:;ll inﬂll923. ;h;t ¢:ol!;'gregi ;:itc:x acqtgired its presem:g
parsonage, as well as the property lying veen the parsonage ;
on :gﬁr‘ch bui!i'iri.ng'Canguhouie mlaths' g li"r?tpeﬁy J,’ﬁé‘ eyes staring at me, and | never looked
mov away. e olic cha > owever,  was 1€ stan
and has been used since that time as a school house and meeting back. After church, Pastor Schroeder
place for the various organizations of the congregation. . i

The first pastors to serve this congregation came out from La had a prayer addressing this goal. In
Crosse. Later on the congregation was served by pastors from ]
Town Hamburg and from Chaseburg. This latter arrangement was the next few Weeks’ four or five more
in effect until 1923 when the congregation called its first resident
pastor, the Rev. I. M. Brackebusch. The present pastor is Fred A. women joined their husbands, and

Schroeder since 1941. . : G

L ety Pedenis ey Wilhes Webling. 300 eventually families sat together.
Granke, John Helke. Present officers are: Joseph Stellick, presi-

dent; Emil Schlicht, vice-president; Oscar Stellner, secretary; - Lucille Klahn
Bernard Stellick, treasurer; George Miller; John Souchek.

La Crosse Tribune, August 16, 1945

In 1945, German services were held

1945 on the last Sunday of the month.

January 9, 1946

Pastor Of 2
Churches Goes |

Schroeder Accepts
Ohio Call

STODDARD, Wis. —(Special)— '
After serving St. Matthew's con-
gregation at Stoddard and St
John's congregation at Bad Axe
for the past five yecars, the Rev.
Fred A. Schiroeder accepted a call
as missionary to Findlay, Ohio. He'
left Stoddard Monday with his
family to take up his work there.,

Pastor Otto Engel of Watertown, |
Wis., has been called to fill the
vacancy created by Schroeder’'s
leaving. To date, no definite in-
formation has been received as to
whether Engel will accept the
call.

A farewell party was given by
the Stoddard congregation for
Pastor Schroeder and his family
on the evening of Jan. 1. A short
service was conducted under the

Back: Don Pulver, Laura Scheck, Kenneth Proksch, Walter Miller, direction of Pastor Backer of
Laurel Pieper, Marie Miller, Ray Rieple S::“g‘:':.)(“": gt. b (?‘fcll‘:":“("";"": :;‘;'h"o:::
Front: Howard Zogg, Dorothy Schroeder, Pastor Fred Schroeder, a farewell gift the congregation

Joyce Wolfe, Donna Hanson persented Schroeder with a purse.




New Pastor
At Stoddard

Rev. O. Engel Heads
* Two churches

Pastor Otto Engel came to St,
Matthew’s on February 3, 1946

will sing.

ception will be held.
dard from Richmond,

and one-half years

| | years.

Watertown, Wis.
[ | Mrs. Engel have three

STODDARD, Wis. —(Special
—The Rev. Otto Engel recentl
called to the congregation of Stod
dard and Bad Axe, will be instal
led as pastor of St. Matthew's Lu
theran congregation at Stoddan
and St. John's Lutheran congrega
tion at Bad Axe Sunday.

The Rev. Walter Schumann o
La Crosse will be in charge of ser
! |vices in both congregations. Ser
vices at Stoddard will begin at !
a. m, and at Bad Axe at 11 a. m
The choir of both congr

Following the services at Bac
Axe, dinner will be served in thi
church basement at the Stoddar
church at 12:30 p. m. when a re

The Rev. Engel comes to Stod
where h
served a congregation for sevel
and befor
serving at Richmond. her served
' | congregation at Bruce for

Before receiving his theologica
| | training at the Lutheran seminar)
t{at Thiensville, Wis., the Rev. En
, | gel attended Northwestern college
The Rev.
children
i | Doretta. 6. Karen. 4 and Willarc

on

fou

anc

July 7, 1946

Back: Ervin Abraham, Willard Wrobel, Bernice Stellick
Front: Ralph Proksch, Pastor Otto Engel, Clifford Bakken

July 15, 1946

Lutheran C Jngregation
Buys Stoddard Church

STODDARD, Wis. —(Special)—
The St. Matthew’s Evangelical
Lutheran parochial school build-
ing has been sold for $1,000 and
will be used temporary as a chapel
for the Grace Lutheran congrega-
tion at La Crosse.

1t is planned to move the build-
ing on Ward boulevard, near
Losey, in the near future. The
congregation will use it for a pa-
rochial school building later as
they plan to build a church when
building material is available,
Their pastor is the Rev. R. C.
Stiemke.

Our school building was no
longer being used, and it was
sold to Grace Lutheran
Church in La Crosse for
$1,000. It was moved to a site
on 26th Street and Ward Ave-
nue. Considerable renovation
was done on the building.
Improvements included a
sacristy, altar niche, organ
loft, front entrance, and a
new steeple. New windows
were also put in. The ceiling
was arched, and pews, an
altar, lectern and a pulpit
were added. Pictured at left is
the final result. (1960)

=

Left:
The Luther
Rally at
Myrick
Parkin
1947.

June 27, 1947

Lutherans Of La Crosse Area
Hold City Park Rally Sunday

Lutherans of La Crosse and
neighboring communities are ex-
pected to turn out in large num-
bers for a Lutheran rally to be
held at Myrick park Sunday. The
rally is sponsored by the Miss-
issippi Valley Lutheran High
School Association, an organiza-
tion of Synodical Conference
Lutherans, who are interested in
establishing and maintaining a
Lutheran high school in the city
of La Crosse.

Weather permitting, the rally
will begin with an open air service
at the band shell of the park at
2:30 p. m. The program, prepared
by the association’s publicity
committee, will feature Lutheran
hymns and an address by the Rev.
Paul Bergmann, well-known
Christian educator of Menasha,
Wis. On the speaker’s platform
with Rev. Bergmann will be the
Rev. Harold Backer of Chase-
burg, chairman of the association’s
board of directors, who will serve
as liturgist, and William Trapp,
chairman of the membership com-
mittee.

A mass chorus of 200 voices
under the direction of Erich Sie-
vert, principal of First Lutheran
school, will lead in the singing
and present several suitable chor-
als. Several loud speakers are to
be installed in the park so the
program will be audible to all who
attend.

The Lutheran High School as-
sociation is at present, through its
board of directors, negotiating for
a suitable building site. Congre-
gations of the area represented by
members include First Lutheran,
Immanuel, Mt. Calvary and Grace
of La Crosse; St. Paul's of On-

OnJune 29, 1947, a
rally was held for area
churches interested in
establishing a Lutheran
High School in the area.

A committee had been
formed already in 1944
to look into this matter.
It was finally on Septem-
ber 14, 1957 that Luther
High School opened its
doors to twenty 9th
graders. Surrounding the
building at that time

was sand, and nearby
were cows from the
neighboring fields.

ulu.aku? St. Peter's, (‘ha;eburg. St
Matthew's, Stoddard; St. Peter's
Hamburg; St.. Paul's, Bangor;
Christ, West Salem; St. John's,
Barre Mills; St. John’s, Sparta;
St. Paul’s, Whitehall; St. John's,
Caledonia; Zion, Hokah; Im-
| manuel, South Ridge: St. John's,
| Nodine; and Trinity, Wilson.

| In case of inclement weather
| the rally services are to be held
| at First Lutheran church, West
avenue and Cameron. The offer-

ing will be for the high school
building fund.
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Back: Earl Miller, Pastor Otto Engel, Harold Willenberg
Front: Ival.ee Yitri, Phyllis Proksch,
Beverly Bakken, Bonietta Pieper
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Roberta Nelson, Elaine Proksch, Pastor Otto Engel,
Robert Miller; Kenneth Granke

1949 DECEMBER CALENDAR

December 7 -~ Bad Axe Aid Christmas party,
2:30, at| home of Mrs, C. Hunt-

ington
December 8 - Stoddard Aid Christmas party,
The bulletin ex- 2:00 pem. ; iy
. . December 12 - Joint congregational méeting at
cgrpt atright gives a Stoddard, 8:00 pem., for pur-
glimpse of the busy pose of calling a new pastor
December schedule December 13 - Bible class, 8:15 pem.
in 1949. December 16 - Registratiocn day at parsonage,

onglish and German communion
December 18 - English communiocn at Stoddard
December 18 -~ Children's Christmas service,

Itis interesting to

no’te that bac'k in the Bad Axe, 2:00 p.m. No morning
40’s, one registered service. Special offering for

for communion some charity.

: December 24 - Children's Christmas service,

days prior to the ser- Stoddard, 7;30 p.m. Special of-

vice. fering flor charity

December 25 -~ Christmas Day services, Stod-
dard 9:00 a,m., T. Genoa at 10:
45 g.m. Christmas offering for
missionse.

December 27 - Young people's socigl evening,
8:15 pem.

Januvary 1 - German commuaion, Stoddard at

Robert Wolfe, Joyce Miller, Pastor Otto Engel, 9:00 2.m. English commuinion at

Delores Stellick, Duane Kromke T, CGenoa at 10:45 2.me




Install New

Area Pastor

Rev. Kionka Gets

Stoddard Position |

STODDARD, Wis.—(Special)—
The Rev. Gerhardt Kionka will
installed as the new pastor cf
hn's Evangelical Lutheran

rch in the township of Genoa,
| Su nday, March 5, at 2:30 p. m.
{ Rev. Edward Kionka of Wausau,
{ father of the new pastor, will in- |
stall his son.

Pastor William Lange of La| We welcomed Pastor

Crosse will preach the <erm(m ;
| Gerhardt Kionka as our

and assist with the Rev. G. Horn |
of Chaseburg in the mstallat:on. pastor in March of 1950. Back: Orville Wehling, Charles Granke, Katherine Harbecke,
The Ladies Aid will meet after . Pastor Kionka, Shirley Schnick, Verdin Pieper, Elaine DeGarmo
the services in Bad Axe and at Pastor Kionka held occa- anhMadilé;‘pmgsciz'sEFSSt;mk%Cg}RiChard Nelson,
the same time hold a reception : : : MECRISO S NICEIEREL
for the pastor, his wife and fam- sional German services in
ily. that year. However, with

Services in Stoddard will be at/| year. !
7:30 p. m. in St, Matthews Evan- | about eight older Ger-

gelical Lutheran church, with
Pastor Lange preaching the ser-
mon, the Rev. E. Kionka per-
forming the installation, and| away that same year, by

Pastors 0. Schlenner, H. Back- |
er, and F. Miller of La Crosse | mutual consent, German

man members passing

{and G. Horn of Chaseburg as-| services were discontin-
sisting. | .
There will be no services in | ued in 1951.

Stoddard in the morning on|
March 5. After the service in|
Stoddar@ the congregation will|
hold a reception, |

Rev, Kionka comes to Stod-|
dard from Nelson, Wis., where |
he served a congregation for|
three years and before serving|
at Nelson, he served a congre- |
| gation at Rewey for two years. |
| Before receiving his theological|
| training at Lutheran seminary at |
iThlensville he attended North-|
western college at Watertown. |
| Rev, and Mrs. Kionka have|
{n\.o children, Norma Jean, two |
| and one-half, and David, one and |
‘one-hal! |

Back: Ken Abraham, Pastor Gerhardt Kionka, Willis Garbers
Front: Joyce Beitlich, Carol Brosinski, Rodney Lenser,
Myrna Wolfe, Arlene Kromke,

Student’s Bible History book

" The children's service éshrdiivided
into four parts: (1) ** stmas
December 23, 1951 vs": (2) p"l‘he Birth of the Sav-

Yu'e Marked will recite the Chnstmas story.
The primary class will sing *“‘As
Each Happy Christmas.”” “Away
At‘ S'l'Odda rd in the Manger” will be sung by the
intermediate class, a;gt all l?‘dadeos
will sing ‘‘Silent Night” a ot
76 Lutheran Tots Little Town of Bethlehem.” The

congregation will also take part in
Tcke Part ll‘l Fest the service. singing “*Oh, Come Al

Ye Faithful,” *‘Joy To the World"”
and “As With Gladness Men of
Q14.”

Ralph Proksch is the church or-

STODDARD, Wis. (Speciall—
chenty-sx.x children will partici-
pate in the annual Christmas Eve
service in St. Matthew's Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church at 7:30 p.m.
The choir will join the children in

» “Come Hither, Ye- Chil-(§ e Mrs. Clarence Nelson,

John Soucheck and the Rev. Ger-
hardt Kionka. Jerry Hanson, Richard Miller, Pastor Gerhardt Kionka,
Jerry Ortmeier, William Proksch




Back: Charles Groeschel, Merlin Christianson,
Pastor Gerhardt Kionka, LaVern Miller
Middle: Marie Helke, Marcella Huebner, Janice Beitlich, Carol Christianson
Front: Roger Proksch, Marlene Wolfe, Ardis DeGarmo, Marilyn Beitlich

In 1953, a new furnace room and

Church At Stoddard
bathrooms were added to the rear

of the church. Due to this construc- PIOM MBSIOH F“f

STODDARD, Wis. (Special)—
St. Mathew's Evangelical Luther-
an Church at Stoddard will ob-
serve its annual mission festival
Sunday, Sept, 20,

Viear Robert Baer of St Mat
thew's Lutheran Church, Winona,
Minn., will be the guest speaker
at the 10 a.m, service. Because
of the remodeling of the church

tion, there was no dinner at that
year’s Mission Fest.

hasement no ner  will be
served and no afternoon service
will be held, .

September 17, 1953

On Christmas eve, to march into
church for the children’s program,

we would come out the basement
doorway and walk around to the

Old Testament Bible Stories
student book

Many couples

i began their mar-

\ ried lives at our
church.

Wember

The men would gather to talk under-
neath the shade trees before the ser-
vice until it was almost time for the
worship to begin.

- Ken Abraham

December 23, 1954

%'Tots To Tell
Tale Of Yule

STODDARD, Wis. (Special)—St
Matthew's Lutheran Saturday
school will present “0O Holy
Night,"”” a children’s Christmas
service with filmstrip, Friday at

several well known hymns and
carols. Assisting the Rev. Ger-
hardt Kionka are the teachers:
Mrs, John Soucheck, Mrs. Clar-
ence Nelson and Miss Joyee Mill-

While the children recite the

Pastor Gives
Farewell Talk
e ane e v ol 0 2 Churches

STODDARD, Wis, (Special) ==
The Rev, Gerhardt Klonka has ac

cepted the call to St, John's Evane |8t Matthew's at § pm. by the
er gelical Lutheran Church of News

- front steps and into the church.
The girls would have their coats
draped over their shoulders and
hand them to someone before
walking up in front.

-Mary Stellick

‘ The Rev, Jonathan Schaller of
{La Crosse has accepted the call
{to the Stoddard and Genoa Town:
]ship parishes. The Rev, Mr, Schal.
{ler has been assistant pastor of
First Lutheran Church at la
|Crosse, He is a graduate of Northe
western College and the Thiense
ville, Wis,, Seminary,

He will be installed at St John's
of Genoa Sunday at 2 pm, and at

{Rev, Fritz Miller of First Lutheran

burg, Wis., and preached his fares |of La Crosse. Pastor Jonathan
“hristma story © congregation s, » | , R
Christmas story the congregatior v well sermon at St. Matthew's Lue | Pastor Kionka was married to Schaller was installed
will see various scenes of the Na

tivity on a large screen.
The Rev, Mr. Kionka announces
Christmas Day service at 9 am

T ————.

| theran, Stoddard, and St. John's
‘Evangelical Lutheran fn Genoa
-]Townshlp on Sundav, The Kionka
|family moved Tuesday,

{Lols Beiderwieden of Milwaukee
|in 1948, They have three children,
Norma, David and Carol,

as our pastor in April
of 1956.



Duaine Anderson, Awalt Wolfe, Joyce Harbecke, Pastor Gerhardt Kionka,
Barbara Kromke, Vivan Proksch, Darlene Stilwell

Doris Helke, Janet Christianson, Frances Huebner, Carol Miller,
Pastor Gerhardt Kionka, Lyle Proksch, Coy Kohn,
Wilbert Proksch, Dean Wrobel

Lyle Helke, Karl Nelson, Delores Beitlich, Gordon Helke,
Pastor Jonathan Schaller, Ralph Stellick, Cleo Phillips, Ronald DeGarmo

Luther High
Cornerstone
Laid Sunday

The dreams of the forefathers
from the forties were realized
when Luther High School opened in
1957. Pastor Schaller served as
liturgist at the Cornerstone Laying
service on June 23, 1957.

r '*-4-*
e fE=

new Luther High School

in Onalaska was the scene

a large
annual Luther High Rally Day.
An open air service was cone
jucted at 11 a.m. The Rev. Wayne
Schmidt, principal of Luther High,
delivered the sermon. The Rev.
Jonathan Schaller of Stoddard,
Vis., served as the liturgist.
Accompanying the congregation-
al singing was the Lutheran band
under the direction of Frank Itale
iano. Choir selections were pree
sented by the St. John’s Lutheran
Church choir of Sparta, Robert
Moldenhauer directing.

¥

During the noon hour a picnie
{lunch was enjoyed by the large
|crowd. A small German band en-
itertamed the group during this
[time and at 1:30 p.m. the Luther-
| an Band presented a one-half hour
{ program of music.

. Trapp (left) and Harold Molzahn,

~Tribune Photo

| At 2 p.m., the cornerstone for
| the new high school building was
laid. The Rev. Arden Stuebs of
Bangor conducted the ceremony
and briefly addressed the assems
bly. The cornerstone was laid Qy
W. R. Trapp and Harold Molzahn,

Included in the cornerstone were
a Bible, a Luther High School
catalog, an edition of The La
Crosse Tribune, as well as the
names of the members of the
‘board of trustees of the school,
the building committee, the first
principal of the school, the names
{of the congregations participating
in this educational program, and
the names of several of the pres-
ent government officials.

® % ¥

Appropriate anthems for the
service were presented by the St.
John's Lutheran Church male
choir of Barre Mills. Armin Huhn
was the director of this choral
| group.

Luther High School will open its
doors for the first time in Sep-
| tember, The schoo!l will begin with
a ninth grade and will grow into
a four-year high school by add-
ing grades 10, 11 and 12 in suc-
ceeding years.




Back: Ruth Groeschel, Burton Christianson, Pastor Jonathan Schaller,
Dale Kromke, David Klahn
Front: Nancy Proksch

Back: Sharon Harbecke, Mervin Helke, Pastor Jonathan Schaller,
Gary Kromke, Donna Beitlich
Front: Florene Proksch, Harold Beitlich, Glen Huebner,
Ronald Stellick, Harley Berra

Back: Kenneth Peilhop, Judy Schlicht, Marlin DeGarmo,
Pastor Jonathan Schaller
Front: Phyllis Harbecke, Gary Lawrynk, Mary Ann Phillips,
Linda Christianson

Mission Fest was a big event with two services. The morning
worship time was switched with St. John’s, a big dinner was
served, and then a 2 pm service was held with a guest preacher.

A
st 24,1956 U8Ust 30, 195

:Ian Mission Fest
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Pastor Schaller’s ministry here ended abruptly in October of
1959 when part of our congregation followed him in forming
a new congregation of independent Lutherans called the
Church of the Lutheran Confession.



The 60 & the 70

f

In 2 Churches

STODDARD, Wis. — The Rev.
Norbert A. Gieschen is to be in-|
stalled as pastor Sunday of St.
John's Evangelical Lutheran
Church, Town of Genoa, at 11
a.m. and St. Matthew’s Lutheran

church in Stoddard at 8 p.m.

The Rev. Henry Gieschen, pas-
tor of St. Paul's Lutheran Church
Ft. Atkinson and father of the new
pastor, will preach the sermon at
both services. The Rev. G. F. Al-
brecht, pastor of Grace Lutheran,
La Crosse, will be the pastor in
charge of the installation.

The Rev. Mr. Albrecht served
las vacancy pastor while the Rev.|
{L. Boerneke had charge of the
Saturday school.

The Rev. Mr. Gieschen gradu-
ated from Northwestern College,
Watertown, Wis., in 1952 and

| 3
three years later graduated from

the Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary

{22, and Nadine,

at Thiensville.

He was ordained and installed
shortly after graduation as pastor
of Trinity Evangelical Lutheran
Church. Hillrose, Colo, During the
nearly five vears that he spent in
Colorado he also served congre-
gations at Ft. Morgan and Pueblo.

The Rev, Mr. Gieschen is mar-
ried and has two children, David,
seven months
Besides his father, two brothers
of the pastor are in the Lutheran
ministry and a third will enter the
ministry early this summer after
graduating from the Wisconsin Lu-
theran Seminary.

The Rev. Mr. Gieschen is mar-
ried to the former Caroline Lehr-
ke of Gibbon, Minn.

Back: Brian Kruger, Gloria Schlicht, Pastor Norbert Gieschen,

Back: Daphne Leary, Arvin Helke, Pastor Norbert Gieschen,
Sharon Schlicht, Nancy Berra
Front: Robert Ortmeier, Larry Lawrynk, Henry Huebner,
Philip Leisso, Douglas Beitlich

Linda Magnuson, Erest Hass
Front: Charles Beitlich, Mary Ann Beitlich, Pamela Anderson, Ernest Wiese

Back: Angela Leary, Gregory Pielhop, Pastor Norbert Gieschen,
Linda Berra, Dale Lawrynk
Front: Marvin DeGarmo, Brenda Wiese, Trudy Klahn, Thomas Ward




In 1962, the interior of the
church was redecorated and
the addition of two front

front steps was completed.
One room served as the pas-
tor's study and office, and the
other, a classroom. Other ren-
ovations included new tile
flooring and new ceiling, exte-
rior painting, and redecorating
the interior, including a new
pulpit. The project was com-
pleted in December of 1962.

We received pews from
Immanuel of Lacrosse, which
had to be shortened to fit.

On February 17, 1963, a dedication
service was held for the addition of
two rooms and the newly redeco-
rated church. Former St. Matthew's
pastor, Rev. Otto Engel, delivered
the sermon in the morning service.
Lunch was served by the ladies,
and a special song service was pre-
sented by the St. Matthew's choir
under the direction of Oscar
Wehling in the afternoon. A song
composed by the Rev. Ernest
Schoenike, "Behold, Bless Ye the
Lord", was dedicated to the St.
Matthew's choir, and made its pub-
lic debut.

DEDICATION ' SET—St. Matthew’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church of Stoddard will dedicate the new
entrance to the edifice and other improvements in
special services at 10 am. Sunday, Feb. 17, an-
nounces Rev. Norbert A. Gieschen, pastor.

EX-PASTOR SPEAKS

Stoddard Lutherans *.

To Hold Dedication

r

1 ‘5‘
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rooms and the enclosing of the

This outstanding Nativity scene is in the yard of
St. Matthew’s Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Stoddard, of which Rev, Norbert Gieschen is the

Above right: The old pulpit in front and the new in the
back before it was painted.

Below: A before and after view of the church’s addition.

AS SEEN IN STODDARD |
g‘astor. It may be seen from State Highway 35.—

ribune Photo. /7 é //




Back: Debra Huntington, LouAnne Leisso, Barbara Gabrielson, Back: Linda Davidson, Gary Davidson, Pastor Norbert Gieschen,
Kathleen Wrobel, Karen Helke, Pat Kruger Kathleen Erickson

Front: Lawrence Anderson, George Wiese, Pastor Norbert Gieschen, Front: Dale Huntington, Andrew Anderson, Dennis Beitlich, John Wiese
Kenneth Hass

Back: Rhonda Wrobel, Larry Michel, Pastor Norbert Gieschen,

Caselon Leiseo; De s Sichlicht Back: Mark Kruger, Pastor Norbert Gieschen, David deffers

Front: Suzanne Jeffers, Ruth Hass

Front: Willard Beitlich, Elaine Phillips, Kathy Jambois,
Diane McLees, Dennis Gabrielson

Pastor Gieschen accepted a call and bid us farewell in February
of 1967. Pastor Berg, who recently completed his studies at
the seminary, was installed on July 9, 1967.

At right:
A worship scene
from the 1960's.

B

Back: Nancy Oelke, Nancy Jambois, Richard Bakken, Saturday school
LaRae Michel, Daniel DeGarmo h id
Front: Carol Berra, Bonnie Wrobel, Pastor Albrecht, Sandra Phillips, teachers were pal

David DeGarmo $2.50 each week.




Back: Verona Stilwell, Loren Michel
Middle: Diane Kromke, Larry McClellan, Richard Davidson,

Julie Wolfe, Karen Erickson Back: Sharon Stenslien, Neil Ristow, Pastor Robert Berg,
Front: Ronald Schlicht, Daniel Leary, Pastor Robert Berg, Debbie McClellan, Dale Proksch
Raymond Soucheck, Terry Proksch Front: Curtis McLees, Maureen Krueger, Edwin Wiese, Jr., Larry Klahn

The population of Stoddard was 750 in 1970.

Sfoddard Lutherans
To Mark Centennial

St. Matthew’s celebrated its 100th anniversary on August
16, 1970. Pastor Norbert Gieschen, now from St. John'’s,
Wood Lake, MN, returned here to preach the morning
sermon. Special music was provided by the St. Matthew’s
choir and the children of the congregation. Members of
the Young People’s Society had a picture display of past
confirmation pictures on the church grounds and served
punch as members visited with each other. Dinner was
served at 11:30 at the American Legion Hall. In the after-
noon, our former pastor, Rev. Gerhardt Kionka now of
Menominee, Michigan, spoke at the outdoor afternoon

@ ANN\YERSA'“‘

service. The choir and children sang once again. A light lunch was served on the south side of the church. Pastor Kionka reminisced
that some ladies of the congregation had told him when he left, “You were the first pastor we were not able to fatten up”. He said
that they were surprised when he returned thirty pounds heavier on this day, and wasn’t recognized at first.

Many gifts were donated by members to help beautify our church. Included were:

Stained glass windows in the naive by Mr. & Mrs. Carl Groth, Mr. & Mrs. Theo Bay, Mr. & Mrs. John Beitlich,
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Anderson, Mr. & Mrs. R.J. Beitlich, and the children of Mr. & Mrs. Frank White

Altar by Gust Wrobel

Electric candelabras in memory of Mr. John Soucheck and Mrs. Joseph
Stellick by their spouses

Collection plates by Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Stellick on their 46th wedding an- ¢
niversary

Missal stand in memory of Albert H. Wrobel
Lectern by Mt. Calvary Church, La Crosse

Short stem flower vases by Mr. & Mrs. Albert Klum on their golden wed-
ding anniversary




To commemorate the church’s
100th anniversary, our first
pictorial directory was intro-
duced.

These Saturday school class-
room scenes give a glimpse of
the interior of other areas of
the church.
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Back: Gordon Hoiland, Kevin Wuolle,Pastor Robert Berg,
Larry Wrobel, Mary McLees
Front: John Oelke, Trudy Hoiland, Karla Erickson, Jerry Erickson

Linda McClellan, Nancy Proksch, Pastor Robert Berg,
William Ross, Vern Horstman, Claire Ristow

WeLcowz 10 g
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In 1970, the congregation
worked together to make chris-
mons for the Christmas tree. La-
dies went to rummage sales to
search for beads and other mate-
rials. Many were assembled at
home, and the children worked
on simpler ones in Saturday
school. Each was a symbol of
Christianity. The Children’s Christ-
mas Eve service was focused
around them, the children ex-
plaining the meaning of each. We
shared them with St. John’s of
Genoa for some time, switching
every other year, until they were
saved just for special years be-

A new church sign, made by
Pastor Berg’s father, Lyle Berg.

cause of their fragility.

For many years, the Lawrynk family
provided huge live trees to adorn our
sanctuary.

: Right: A Christ-
PAY mas gift given by

the Saturday
school teachers
to the children.




At left: Easter, 1970. The
picture on the right
shows the Easter tree
from 1971. A cross was
made from the trunk of
the Christmas tree from
the previous year. It was
then decorated with
Easter lilies. Notice the

chrismons representing

Choir robes were made by the Ladies’ the trinity towards the

Aid for the children to wear on special top of the tree.
occasions. The younger children felt
proud to wear them, while older ones
tolerated them. In later years, they

became dish towels for the church.

50 cad

Pastor Berg accepted a call to
Oronoco, MN early in 1972,
and Pastor Lambert served as
our vacancy pastor. Pastor
J.D. Liggett was installed in
August of 1972, having re-

cently graduated from the
seminary. He arrived with his
wife Rosie, and baby daugh-
ter, Elizabeth.

Long time members will remember the china that was used
for every meal served at church, pictured below.

-
In 1973, new front doors were —
installed, along with new

lights in the basement and

Back: Mark DeGarmo, Donna Stenslien, Pastor Lambert,

Susan Ortloff, Donald Stenslien . . .

Front: Daniel Wiese, John Stillwell, Kenneth Wiese, Arnold Erickson, office. A night watch light was
Kim Volden, Joan Stillwell also put up.




. . Back: Arne Wolfe, Pastor J.D. Liggett, Perry McClellan
Back: Ken Horstman, Pastor J.D. Liggett, Jack Parrish Front: Julie Parrish, Carol Phillips, Barry Haydysch,
Front: Colleen Davidson, Sandra Wolfe, Peggy Leeper Helge Volden, Susan Rieple

In 1974, we began to support a teacher, Mr. David Enter, at Mt.
Calvary Lutheran School in La Crosse. Many of our students
attended. Pastor Liggett drove a bus, taking the children to Mt.
Calvary, taught catechism class there, and then he drove the bus
to the hospital to visit people there.

Saturday school
chart and Books of
the Bible list

Back: Jacolin Schultz, Kevin Kromke, Pastor J.D. Liggett,
Alan Paggi, Todd Jambois
The Boy and G|r| Ploneers inthe parade Front: Cynthia Gobel, Lynn Michel, Marjorie Ortloff, Barbara Wiese

1976: America was
celebrating its 200th
birthday. Stoddard
held a big celebration
one weekend in June,
with a big parade on
Sunday. St. Matthew’s
had its own float, with
Ken Abraham posing
as a pastor and the
Lowry family as church
members. The theme:
“God Shed His Grace
on Thee”.
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Back: Jacqueline Martell, Laurie Miller, Pastor J.D. Liggett,
Craig Wehling, Lester Wiese
Middle: Randy Meyer, David Ortmeier, Trudy Schroeder, Jody McLees
Front: Randy Hanson, Jean Wolfe, James Schultz, Karen Krueger, Jeff Miller

Back: Lori McClellan, Lisa Parrish, Pastor J.D. Liggett,
Susan Kromke, Julie Schultz
Middle: Jay Wooden, Elayne Hass, Cheri Paggi, Karen Wiese, Laurie McLees
Front: Deborah Klum, Kevin Wolfe, Colleen Mundsack

Front: David Proksch, John Greschel, Michael Zahn, Corey Wehling

The float from the parade also served as the stage for

outdoor services.

Below: Picture taken at St. John’s, Genoa

Back: Susan Schroeder, Greg Miller, Pastor J.D. Liggett,
Steve Mundsack, Stacie Shepherd

The 1978 confirmation
class on June 4, taken at St.
Matthew’s. The newly con-

firmed members lined up
outside to be greeted and
congratulated.




Ladies were busy at work making altar cloths in the church basement.

Pictured are Karen Miller, Mildred Leisso, Helen Soucheck and Dorothy Michel.

(N

A common sight after church every Sunday. People gathered

outside in Christian fellowship on the sidewalk to visit after
the service.

Wember Wemary

“One of the pews in the old church had a
crack in its back and was uncomfortable to
lean back upon. The seat was also slightly
tipped downward so you would have to
hold yourself in, or else you would slide
out. People avoided that one, and if you
were one of the later ones in getting to
church, you would be the one that ended
up in that pew.”

-Karen Fischer

At this time, St. Matthew’s had 330 baptized members, of
whom 256 were confirmed. St. John’s numbers were 169
baptized and 124 confirmed.

“l rode with Pastor Liggett to the service at St. John’s when |

played the organ. After church on our way back from Genoa
he would always say ‘It’s another day closer to heaven.””

-Dan Wiese

With many of our children attending Mt. Calvary School, along
with some from St. Peter’s in Chaseburg and Hamburg, and from
St. John’s in Genoa, the idea of a Christian Day School in this area
seemed to be feasible. Already at the annual meeting in 1977,
there was discussion of a future planning and grounds com-
mittee.

Also, our present church was showing its age. The basement,
made of limestone, was crumbling. The building was not energy
efficient. It no longer seemed adequate for the worship and
church business activities which needed to be performed with
our growing numbers.

Three men were appointed to this committee in February of
that year. They met with the Chaseburg, Hamburg, and Genoa
congregations in April. A month later they met with the church
council to discuss their findings on property and cost of a new
church and school. In October, the church council discussed the
formation of a building committee, but in December the resolu-
tion to form a building committee failed. (Yes- 39, No- 25) 48 yes
votes would have been needed to meet the required 75%.

In April of 1978, four congregational members met with the
joint council and once again, recommend that a building com-
mittee be formed. A vote was taken on June 11, and this time it
passed with 30 yes votes and 12 no.



Two weeks later the newly elected joint building com-
mittee met for the first time. Their work continued
throughout the summer. On October 4, 1978, there was a
congregation information meeting to discuss the com-
mittee’s final report and recommendations. On October 8,
these recommendations were put to the vote:

Joint congregation vote on the school:

Yes-40 No-30

i

St. Matthew’s vote on the new church:

Yes-39 No-16

P ]
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%W %W The Last Service in the Old Church

“While the building committee and church 8 Ground Bl'eaklng Servnce

council were in the basement making October 22, 1978 was a bittersweet day at St. Matthew’s. After 81 years of
plans for our new church and school, I was people passing through its doors to worship, it marked the last day they would
up in a side room taking a census of how do so. The Ground Breaking service was held afterwards, as people filed outside
much money people would donate toward on a chilly rainy morning. A potluck dinner followed the ceremony. Approxi-

the down payment or how much they mately 325 people were present to mark this historic occasion.
could pledge. We needed to come up with e TR L ﬂ : ff/
$25,000. It was unbelievable to me how \ ¥
some of our widows would pledge $1000.
Within an hour and a half, | had the great-
est joy of being able to go downstairs and
tell the guys, ‘Go for it. We have the
$25,000 in hand or pledged.””

-Ralph Stellick




In this church’s 81 years, many infants were carried in by their parents to be baptized, young people were confirmed,
many happy couple began their married lives, and some came for their last time. One final look:

Members worked at packing up items from the church
in preparation of the auction and demolition.

The LACE loan from
the Synod for the
new church was the
largest of its time.

On October 28, 1978, an auction was held to raise
money for the parking lot fund. “It looked as if the Lord
was having a garage sale.” began an article in the La
Crosse Tribune. Items for sale included stained glass win-
dows, pews, hymnals, the altar, a lectern, and the pulpit.
Mr. R. Jerome Boge, the auctioneer, donated his services
to help raise $5779.00.

Church'’s furnishings auctioned off

x

The ladies of the congregation served lunch and had a bake sale
at the auction. The proceeds were used to purchase equipment
for the new kitchen. S % p

TE Steve Noffie ofthe Tribune staft
Bidding on a bench — Jerry Hanson of Chaseburg, held dard were auctioned off Saturday. The church, built in
up a piano bench for persons to bid on as the furnishings 1897, will be torn down Monday and a combination
of St. Matthew’s Evangelical Lutheran Church in Stod- church and school will be built on the site.



The church was turned over to Clem-
ents Construction for demolition on Octo-
ber 30. The demolition was handled by
Harry Viner Construction Co. and took
place the first two weeks in November. J
The bell was removed and would be saved
for the new tower.

“Some people didn’t want change.
Some were crying. Some were hap-
py—looking to the future of a new
church.” -Pastor Liggett

While the new church was being built,
meetings were held in members’ homes, and
worship services were held at the Stoddard
American Legion Hall from the last Sunday in
October until the last Sunday in July. People set
up chairs before the service and took them
down afterwards. It didn’t matter if we weren’t
in a church building, as long as God’s Word was
preached. The Children’s Christmas Eve Service
was held there, complete with treat bags.

557
WORSHIPING AT
AMERICAN LEGION HALL

WELCOME TO
St Mallbews Tulheran Ehurch

WISCONSIN SYNOD
| SUNDAY WORSHIP 500 AM. I
SATURDAY SCHOOL 300 AM :

REVJD LIGGETT. PASTOR




Under the able leadership of the chairman, Evan
Lowrey, the building committee carried the lion’s
share of the work in planning, detailing and ad-
ministrating the building program. The twelve
men building committee chose Mr. John Clements
of Cashton, WI as general contractor. The archi-
tect was Tesch-Tesch Association of Fond du Lac,
WI. Estimated cost was $89,800 for the 52 x 52
foot church and $135,000 for the 64 x 112 foot
school. Fall construction was completed in De-
cember when the footings were poured. Work
resumed in the spring of 1979. This new, energy
efficient church would have room for 264 people
while the old church had room for 163.

Meanwhile, on a farm where our old sister congre-
gation, St. Johannes Church once stood, construc-
tion was underway for the bell tower. Phil Leisso
designed and built the tower, with Dave Zahn as
engineer. It was an exact fit to the base. It was one
of several items donated by a member.

In the base of the bell tower was put the refur-

bished stone from the old bell tower. The tower
also contains the carillon speakers and on top, a
stainless steel cross was placed.

SLMATTHEWS
EV. LUTHE: 23
CHURCH .
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The sod for the landscaping was donated by Oscar
Miller from his cow pasture. Members cut, rolled,
and loaded the sod in a wagon and then unrolled it
on the church ground for we could have an instant
lawn. (Complete with fertilizer to give it a good start.)



Cornerstone Sunday

An outdoor service was held in the church park on
Sunday, July 1, 1979 for the cornerstone laying cere-
mony. Pastor Lyle Schalow of St. Peter’s Chaseburg
& Hamburg was the guest preacher.

Among the items placed in the cornerstone were a : . R o TMTIES €L Lo cpey :
KJV & a NIV version of the Bible, a catechism, the ! f = g wg;. T

centennial booklet from 1970, newspaper clippings
of our building project, the July 1 issue of the La
Crosse Tribune, June 28 issue of the Vernon County 229 people gathered together to observe this special occasion. Afterwards,
Broadcaster, June 27 issue of the Chipmunk Coulee  there was an open house and a lunch was served.

Press (a Stoddard newspaper), our membership di-
rectory, our constitution and by-laws, “This We Be-
lieve” and various service folders.

: e

We began worshipping and giving thanks to our Lord in the brand new
church on July 29.

Dedication

Dedication of the new church was held on the
morning of September 16. Pastor Roger Sachs
preached a sermon from 1 Samuel 7:5-12, “These
Stones Speak to Us”. An open house was held and
refreshments were served by the Lutheran Pio-
neer groups.

In the afternoon, the dedication for St.Matthew’s-
St. John’s Lutheran School was held. Pastor Glenn
Moldenhauer was our guest speaker, bringing us
the message from Deuteronomy 6:4-9, “Everyday
Routine”.

The balcony wasn’t part of the
original plans, but one couple
from our church took out a loan
for its construction and did much
of the labor in finishing it.




August 19, 1979 &
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David Enter Barbara Seid|

Our school welcomed 27 students in its
first year. Mr. David Enter, whom we
supported at Mt. Calvary, became our
Back: Robert Krueger, John Kromke, Pastor J.D. Liggett, principal and teacher for grades 5-8.
Jan Mundsack, Tammra Ross M Barb Seidl lled h
Front: Lori Manske, Brian McClellan, Dan Kocimski, Christina Meyer rsd' arbara Seidl was called to teac
grades 1-4.

St. Matthews—St. John’s Lutheran School first students. 1979-1980 school year
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To end the year
and the decade,
our bell tower was
dedicated on
Christmas day,
1979.

The tower was
built so well that it
was said, in jest,
that if a train came
off the track and

} hit the tower, it
] l p H Y & would still stand.




[ Finance Committee ]

Girl Pioneers




NMay 17, 1981

Back: David Parrish, Andrea Jambois, Pastor J.D. Liggett,
Nancy Schaack, Sherry Wooden

Front: James Miller, Joan Manske, Chand Wehling, Gregory Ross,

Sandra Wuolle, Christopher Smith

Back: Julie Meier, Pastor J.D. Liggett, Dawn Zink
Front: Dawn Ross, Trent Hanson, Loren Lowrey

The early 80’s brought additional facul- 1
ty members. Miss Mary Brinkman
(who eventually became Mrs.

! Schalow) began teaching the middle

; gradesin 1980. She was supported by

We welcomed Pastor Russell
Kloehn and his wife Verona,

and children Renee, Sara, Ra-
chel and Jonathan in 1982

';\% St. Peter’s. after
% Pastor
Liggett
accepted
acallto
Sleepy
Mrs. Jerene Beitlich saw the need for a Eye, Min-
pre-school program and began it in the Luther High School nesota.
fall of 1981, meeting once a week on celebrated its 25th
Tuesday afternoons. yearin 1982.

With a gap between pre-
school and first grade, it was
decided to call a kindergarten
teacher to bridge that gap.
Mrs. Mary Sill accepted our
call and joined us in 1982.

The picture at right
may be of poor qual-
ity, but older mem-
bers will remember
the many trees
around the church
property and the
gravel driveway.

Front: Debbie Gobel, Tony Lawrynk, Pastor RW. Kloehn,
Brian Zahn, Tim Stellick

Middle: Nancy Kromke, Kristine Shepard, Lynn Lowrey, David Wooden

Front: Renee Kloehn, Miranda Ross, Shar Kromke




Nay 22, 1983

Kimberley Helke, Starr Halverson

Back: Kristine Swanson, Kevin Klum, Pastor RW. Kloehn, Craig Jambois,

Front: Kristine Aspeslet, Sharlene Proksch, David Stellick, Robert Swanson Jr.
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Back: Christopher Davis, Pastor RW. Kloehn, David Zink
Front: Mary Kromke, Sara Kloehn, Malinda Ortmeier, Laurie Burkum

From 1983 to 1987, a Young People’s Society was held once
again for our youth in 9th grade and up, meeting once a
month. Besides discussing a topic, activities included roller-
skating, bowling and hayrides.

In 1984, St. Matthew’s had 416 baptized members and 334
communicant members.

Enrollment for our school in 1983-1984 was 63.

In 1983, the west half of the Leland Slack property was pur-
chased, thinking ahead for long range building plans.

1984 brought a name change to our school. St. John’s of
Genoa closed and all ownership of the school went to St.
Matthew’s, thus instead of being St. Matthew’s -St. John's, it
was merely St. Matthew’s. Families from St. John's trans-
ferred either to St. Matthew’s or St. Peter’s in Chaseburg.

Back: Pastor R. W. Kloehn
Front: April Ross, Brent Swanson

May 18, 1986

The Duane Beitlich Scholarship Fund was established shortly
after our school began. The money is the interest that is
earned from a CD and awarded to a graduating 8th grade
student continuing their Christian education to be put to-
wards their tuition.

In 1985, with St. John’s members joining St. Matthew’s , our
numbers grew to 457 baptized members and 362 communi-
cant members.

78 children were enrolled in our school during the 1985-1986
school year.

In 1986, Saturday school was changed to Wednesday school,
meeting in the evening from 6-8 pm., with an enrollment of
16. In 1988, the change was made to Sunday School.

o

Back: Rachel Kloehn, Pastor RW. Kloehn, Robert Shepard
Front: Joshua Veglahn, Michele Sadler, Thomas Lawrynk




In 1986, Mr. David Enter
accepted a call to teach in
Janesville, WI. Mr. Peter
Kuske emergency taught the
upper grades for the 1986-
1987 school year. Pastor
Kloehn served as principal
that year.

} / R

Back: Pastor RW. Kloehn
Front: Heidi Jambois, Jonathan Kloehn, Thad Wuolle

Also in 1989, we were blessed with the addition of the Sunbeams
for grades 2-3. This group was directed by Eileen Wuolle and had

four members.

In 1987, Mr. Scott
Huebner accepted our
call as principal and
teacher of grades 6-8.

The congregation
voted at a special
meeting in 1988 to
purchase a bus for
the purpose of
transporting the
children of our

congregation who ! ;
ST. MATTHEW'S

. A LUTHERAN
live in the La 4 : SCHOOL

Crosse school dis- v g
trict. This decision .
bore immediate fruit when our school gained 11 new students di-
rectly because of the bus. Bus drivers were Linda Manske and Lorie
Proksch. In that year, 20 students rode this bus. Total enrollment for
the 1988-1989 school year was 78.

The Boy Pioneers had been meeting for the last several years under
the leadership of Ken Morey, and also Willard Beitlich in 1989. Eight
boys regularly attended. The Girl Pioneers started up again in 1988
with nine girls. Sally Peterson was their leader. The following year,
Kris Shepard became leader of the 7-8 grade girls while Karel Leisso
was in charge of the 4-6.

The Pioneer program included Scripture based teaching and applica-
tion of good citizenship, a knowledge of the beauties of God’s crea-
tion, first aid, crafts, safety, and many other useful skills of interest.

Special activities included a roller skating party, a picnic, a camp-
out, and a Halloween party. The boys had an aluminum can drive.
The girls made aprons and ornaments for a Christmas craft sale.




B ST. MATTHEW‘S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH,
Stoddard, will celebrate the 10th anniversary of its present ‘
church and school building on Sunday. Activities will begin with
a 10 a.m. worship service and mortgage burning, with a former [
pastor, the Rev. J.D. Liggett Jr. of Sleepy Eye, Minn., as the
speaker. The service will be followed by a dinner in the Stoddard
American Legion Hall and an informal worship service in the
church at 1:30 p.m. The Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod
congegation was founded in 1870. The present pastor is the Rev.
R.W. Kloehn. There are 401 baptized members. The Christian
day school, which opened in 1979, has five teachers and an enroll-
ment of 83 students in pre-kindergarten through eighth grade.

May 21, 1989

September 17, 1989 was a joyous day in the history of St.
Matthew’s. We celebrated the 10th anniversary of our new
church, and through the grace of God, we were able to burn
our mortgage. A special service of thanks was held, with Pas-
tor J. D. Liggett returning as our guest speaker. Dinner was
served by the American Legion Auxiliary at the Stoddard Le-
gion Hall. Afternoon events included informal fellowhip with
various appointed speakers along with anyone else who
wished to share something. A picture display was put togeth-
er and the video of the church history was shown throughout
the day. Many visitors shared in our celebration, including
former pastors and teachers.

Back: Amy DeGarmo, Pastor RW. Kloehn, Renae Gabrielson
Front: William “Billy Joe” Hirschuber, Christine Bolton,
Kristina Wuolle, Jason Steinke

- =

Some comments that were heard on this special day:
“Are we really debt free? Is it ALL paid?”

“] just wanted to clap after
the mortgage was burned.”
“I didn’t want it to end. |
wanted to stay at church
and for it all to keep going.”
“The speakers in the after-
noon fellowship did a great
job; the meal was great;
everything was so well
done”.

“Many tears of joy and
thanksgiving to God are
being shed today.”
“God be praised!”



VSToddord Churéh 'Dé@‘i—ccres Carillon

The Verdin Carillon System (above) was dedicated last
Sunday at St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church in Stoddard.
The carillon plays hymns, recorded on a vibraharp, at
12:05 and 6:05 p.m. daily. The system doubles as a loud-
speaker, which has been made available to the village in
case of a disaster. Three families made funds available to
purchase the carillon.

Membern WHemorny

“For our 40th wedding anniversary,
Harold and | wanted to give a gift to
the church, We went together with
Oscar and Irma Wehling and Lester
Nicholai, and purchased the carillon.”
-Elaine Wrobel

NEANE
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Early on the morning of Sunday, January 21, 1990, there was an
electrical fire in the parsonage. All praise and thanks to God that no
lives or possessions were lost. At this time, there were two Sunday
services—one at 8:30 am and the other at 10:30 am, with Bible
study in between. Only the 8:30 service was held on that day.

The Stoddard volunteer firemen were quick to respond. Many
people moved the possessions out of the parsonage and stored
them. The Kloehns were given use of one of our member’s house
for four months. Much Christian love was displayed by providing
food, helping with the moving, laying sod, sharing their expertise
and time in their fields of staining/varnishing, plumbing work, elec-
trical work, and heating and air conditioning; and giving of mone-
tary donations. An open house was held in June.

The old parsonage was sold to a church member who moved it
and renovated it. The garage was also moved and used for storage.

Also in January of 1990, the long range planning committee that
was formed in 1988 was to check on fixing the siding on the church
and investigate development of the property north and west of the
school.




May 20, 1990

Back: Pastor RW. Kloehn
Front: Angela Aspeslet, Karla Helke,
Stephanie Burkum, Tammy Veglahn

May 17, 1992

May 19, 1991
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Back: Nathan Leisso, Pastor RW. Kloehn
Front: Shannon Gertsch, Joseph Stahl, Jennifer Helke

Back: Pastor RW. Kloehn, Matthew Shepard
Front: Hope Michel, Kathy Helke

June 7, 1992: A building committee was
formed at a special congregational
meeting to bring back costs and a pre-
liminary plan for an addition.

February 28, 1993: The building com-
mittee presented their recommenda-
tions to the congregation.

March 21, 1993: At a special voter’s
meeting, after the building committee
recommended that we build now,
trusting that God would continue to pro-
vide, the voters approved to obtain bids
from contractors, to check on the best
funding source and to start a designated
building fund.

May 16, 1993: The $235,000 activity
center and classroom addition was ap-
proved by the voters. There would also
be some remodeling done. Pastor’s
office would be moved from the front of
the church to the fellowship hall area, a
storage room added, and the kitchen
would be part of the new addition. Some
exterior work was also scheduled.

The focus of the Evangelism committee
in 1993 was in two major areas. First, to
promote fellowship among our own
members and encourage church involve-
ment. Secondly, to continue to reach out
to the unchurched in the area. Three
events were facilitated—a rollerskating
party in January, a brunch after church
followed by games for all ages, (E.B.G.B.
Day—Everybody for Board Games and
Brunch), and a picnic later in the summer.

The committee also sent regular mail-
ings to the families on the prospect list
that they developed through the previous
year’s telephone survey. Follow up calls
to these families were made and about a
dozen still wished to hear from us.

They also set up three sub-
committees: a welcoming committee, a
media committee that would contact the

Back: Mandy Shepard, Pastor RW. Kloehn, Becky DeGarmo
Front: Lisa Gabrielson, Erik Bolton,
Andrew Beitlich, Rebecca Bare

mass media to advertise upcoming
_events; and a video committee to tape
[ ] . church and school events to be edited
into a single tape to show to prospective
members of what we are all about.

Scenes from E.B.G.B. Da
1 - o




Playground space
would be lost,
but the activity
center would far
more benefit
everyone. Trees
were cleared
with the help of
both young and
old alike.

At right,
the last
Night at
School in
the crowd-
ed fellow-
ship hall.

For the picnic on the last day of school,
Pastor Kloehn grilled 200 of his famous
hamburgers which were then soaked in
a beer broth before serving. The stu-
dents enjoyed their last time on this part
of the playground.




Groundbreaking Service for the New Addition

On June 6, 1993, ground was broke for the new addition to our school. About 130
people were in attendance. After the service, cake and ice cream were served as
people were invited to look around the building and view the plans.

Construction began in June and continued throughout the summer. St. Matthew’s would be the general contractor. Excavating,
concrete foundations, masonry work, plumbing, electrical work, and heating and ventilating for the new structure was done by
subcontractors. Much of the work was done by Christians working together. That included the roofing, painting and staining; re-
modeling to move the office, storage room and kitchen; repairing and replacing siding as needed, and installing the concrete face
blocks on the north side of the building to match the addition.
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Work continued the rest of the year and into the spring.
The new classroom was ready to move into in April.

Proceeds from our annual rummage sale went towards the In spite of the busyness of that summer, activities
building fund. It was one of many fund raisers held this year. went on as usual, including Vacation Bible School.
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Church Picnic

There was a huge turnout for the church picnic in
1993. The VBS children sang in the morning service,
and Ralph Proksch played his accordion. Lunch was
served, and afterwards there were organized games
and fun for all ages. Cheering and laughter could be

heard from every corner of the church grounds. A
balloon toss wound up the game time, and ice cream
was served, which put the topping on the day. The
church that prays and plays together, stays together.
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The kindergarten class col-
lected pennies and took
them to the bank to be

counted. $62.24 was present-
ed to the building fund. They
also made shirts—"Building

With Jesus”. St. Peter’s held

a spaghetti supper fund rais-

er with so many fun activities
for young and old. Other
' fund raisers included the sale
of St. Matthew’s apparel, a
pizza sale, and a read-a-thon.

On December 17, 1993, the first real home basketball games were played in the new activity center.
School colors were orange and brown.

Excitement of the celebration of our Savior’s
birth filled the air. Festive music played as
| many people decorated our sanctuary. Oth-
ers caroled to our senior members before
going out into the community to share in

song the story of Christ’s birth.
A




The Evangelism committee was
busy at work within our church and
throughout the community. Once
again, they organized a roller
skating party, and also a soup and
sandwich supper before the even-
ing Lenten services. They also pur-
chased an outdoor sign board, and
held “Christmas for Kids”. Parents dropped off their
children and went Christmas shopping while the chil-
dren were entertained at church and participated in
fun activities.

Yard clean up day
in 1994

The new hymnal,

Christian Worship
was introduced.

At left, the first
Night at School in
the activity center

on May 6, 1994.

The children put
on the musical

“How the West
was Really Won”.

Sunday School

Friends of Luther, an organization dedi-
cated to the support of Christian sec-
ondary education at Luther High
School, began in 1994. Their goals are
to strengthen the relationship between
Luther and the congregations of the
high school association.

May 15, 1994
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Back: Luke Noffke, Pastor R. W. Kloehn
Front: Sara Leisso, Brandon VonRuden, Matthew Morey




Dedication of the New Addition

A dedication service for the new addition was held on September 18,
1994 at 1:30 pm. 260 people filled the activity center and praises to
God for this great blessing resonated throughout. A choir of both chil-
dren and adults sang “The First Song of Isaiah” and was directed by
Terri Krueger, our first and second grade teacher. A Prayer of Dedica-
tion was sung by the adult choir, directed by Paul Schwartz of St. Pe-
ter’s. Pastor Kloehn was the liturgist and Pastor Lyle Schalow deliv-
ered the sermon.

TR T

Special guests in attendance were Pastor Kionka and his wife.
Pastor Kionka served our congregation from 1950-1956. Several
people spoke after the service. Mr. Huebner’s prophetic words
have come true. He said in the future, some of us would be
gathered here for some event with children that have not even
been born yet. Indeed, we already have second generation fam-
ilies in attendance. God continues to provide Christian educa-

| tion today just as he hasin the past.

May 21, 1995

Back: Joseph Woodhouse, Pastor R. W. Kloehn,
Holly Shepard
Front: Jonathan Bare, Billy Kromke, Leah Beitlich




Charms were earned by the
girls for the various require-
ments that they met.

The Pioneer groups grew and were very active in the mid
1990’s. Boy Pioneers started up once again in 1993 after a few
years without a leader. Their meetings were held at St. Peter’s un-
der the leadership of Gary Klemstein. St. Peter’s invited our boys
just as we invited their girls to join our Girl Pioneer group at St.
Matthew’s.

The Girl Pioneers had a total of 30 girls participating in 1993.
They were split into four groups: The Sunbeams, two groups of
Travelers, and Trailblazers.

At the National Camp at Whitcomb in 1994, St. Matthew’s had
the most girls represented in the nation from one congregation!

At the National Convention in La Crosse in the same year, once
again, Stoddard had the most girls there to represent their cara-
van nationally.

Volunteer work at c'hurh.




125th Anniversary

St. Matthew’s celebrated its 125th anniversary on Sep-
tember 10, 1995. Synod president Pastor Karl Gurgel
was the guest speaker for the morning service. 276 peo-
ple were in attendance. Dinner was served at 11 am,
and the afternoon service began at 1:30. Guests speak-
ers were past member, Pastor Marc De Garmo, and a
former pastor of ours, Pastor Norbert Gieschen. 226
people were present.

April 21, 1996 e

o )
The chrismons In our anniversary year,
along with mod- we had 392 baptized 1 |
ern ornaments, members and 301 com-
municant members. [ L , B

Chrstmas ree . - - s

oo 76 children were en- ;
now artificial. )

rolled in our school.

The Bart & Ruth Kannenburg Memorial Bible
Fund was established in 1997 to gift a special
study Bible at confirmation, and to provide addi-

Back: Brett Noffke, Pastor R. W. Kloehn, Brian Wrobel
tional funds for non-budgeted needs at school. Front: Rachel Leisso, Kathryn Bare, Tiana VonRuden




Mr. Huebner, our principal

April 20, 1997

accepted a call to Fort At-

kinson in late spring of
1997. We only had oppor-
tunity to send out one call
from the field, and it was
declined. Pastor Kloehn
assumed principal duties
for the ‘97-'98 school year.

Mrs. Deb Wittig taught In 1997 we had a new opportunity to share the story
of Christ’s birth with thousands of people. Along with
other area churches, we were a part of the live nativity
In 1997, we had 350 bap- at Riverside Park in La Crosse.

tized members and 284 -
April 19, 1998 a

By

grades 6-8.

communicant members.

57 students were enrolled

Back: Sarah Woodhouse, Pastor R. W. Kloehn, Isaac Zickert
Front: Andrew Bare, Joshua Lusk

in our school.

Mr. Nathan Heyn was assigned as our

new principal and upper grade teacher
beginning with the "98-'99 school year.

Back: Adam Malin, Pastor R. W. Kloehn, Bonnie Gabrielson
Front: Jennifer Fischer, Jacob Beitlich, Emily Stokes, Rebekah Shepard

Linda Burkum and | were the first two women ush-

Aft ing here f ' : o
SRR IS o Changes were introduced in 1999. The ers. We had some friends come to visit the Sunday |

nearly 17 years, Pastor Lord’s Supper was now offered twice a was ushering and they were so shocked to see a
Kloehn accepted a call month instead of just once at the end of woman ushering in church. - Mary Abraham
and we bid him farewell  the month. Services had been held at
in December of 1998. 9:30 am on Sl.!ndays and 7:00 pm on Qﬂ(dy 2, 1999
Monday evenings. The Sunday morning
The Lord quickly filled time was switched to 9:00 am to allow
our vacancy by sending time for Bible study. The most controver- |
us Pastor James Krueger sial change concerned the Christmas eve 8
. children’s program. It was a goal to have
0 JE O i L the children of our school united in one
service. That meant that the very long

tradition of having the children’s service
in the evening on Christmas eve was bro-
ken. The children’s service in 1999 was at
1:00 pm on the Sunday before Christmas
at St. Matthew’s and another at 1:00 pm
on Christmas eve at St. Peter’s. After that
year, it returned to its traditional time on
Christmas eve. Once held at 8 pm to al-
low farmers to finish milking their cows,
in later years it was moved to 7 pm. Can-
dlelight services that were once held at
11 pm, were moved up to 9 pm.

Back: Heather Kumlin, Levi Noffke, Pastor R. W. Kloehn,
Katherine Wrobel, Carly Lusk
Front: Mark Krause, Douglas Miller Jr., Ashley Duwe, Heather Horstman




The 2000’s

A new millennium was upon us and any fears of the Y2K bug
were squashed. People thought computers would crash at
the stroke of midnight but it never happened.

The population of Stoddard reached 815.

l‘l

A Child Care Committee was set up to recommend new
playground equipment. It also saw to the needs of parents
who needed before and after school care. St. Matthew’s
Kids Crossing was established in 2000 and began on Au-
gust 28 of that year. It was also a mission arm in the com-
munity for possible prospects. This surround care ran from
6 am—6 pm and served 10 children during its only year.
Numbers decreased because of 3 families’ job situations
and the need was not as great. Mrs. Sill ran an after school
surround care for a time for 5-6 children.

The new equipment was set up in September. The drive-
way was moved to provide space for the new playground.

The Oscar Wehling Memorial Fund was established in 2000.
The interest is divided among St. Matthew’s students attending
Luther High or any college in our synod.

The Young People’s Society was active once again. Under the leader-
ship of Joel and Rachel
Hahm and Nathan

| Heyn, meetings were
held at both St.
Matthew’s and St. Pe-

people attended. When
the Hahms moved, the
new Chaseburg leaders
| were Chris and Denise
Lepke.




&Aprif16, 2000

Pastor Krueger
Christopher Krause, Miriam Leisso, Trisha
Miller

5toddy Fy -
In celebration of u

Stoddard’s 100th anniversary

of being incorporated in 2003, the
village sponsored a special parade in
June, with many other fun activities
throughout the weekend.

&Aprif's, 2001

Additional lighting that matched
our current lights was added in
2000. They were donated from

Holy Scripture Church in Fort
Wayne, Indiana by Pastor Glom.
Bill and Karen Jeffers brought
them to our church.

After our principal,
Mr. Heyn accepted a
call to Las Vegas, Ne-
vada, we welcomed

Jon Engelbrecht in
2001 as our principal

and upper grade

Pastor Krueger
Ashley Malin & Alex Green

teacher.

Back row: Anna Zickert, Pastor Krueger
Front row: Zachary Rach, Travis Fischer




May 1. 2003

Back row: Zachary Kumlin, Pastor Krueger, Nicole Jambois
Front row: Katy Helgeson, Zachary Bolon

Air conditioning was installed in the church sanctuary
in 2002. No more would people have to fan them-
selves with their bulletins on those hot summer days.
No more would a neighborhood cat wander in
through an open side door during a sermon and me-
ander down the center aisle before casually walking
back out.

In 2004, we were blessed to have been able to pay off the
activity center addition mortgage.

Back row: Tyler Hanson, Pastor Krueger, Kyle Pavela
Front row: Kate Mundsack, Kali Mutschelknaus,
Megan Helgeson

Back row: Amanda Duwe, Pastor Krueger, Hannah Wrobel
Front row: Hannah Krueger, Danya Dravis, Gregory Jambois

We had 38 students in grades 1-8 in our school in 2004. The num-
ber may seem small, but over 70% of the eligible children of St.
Matthew’s attended. That was over the synod average.

Likewise in 2005, 27 out of the possible 34 St. Matthew’s children
were enrolled in our Day School. That means we had 79% of our
children in our school. There was a total of 47 children enrolled that
year, the remainder coming from St. Peter’s or non-members.

The Young People’s Society (Youth Group) was now under the lead-
ership of Perry and Lisa Kilmer. Events included a hay ride, pizza
party & bake sale, a day on the river, bowling party, and swimming.
On average, 15-20 youth attended each event. They also helped
out in the first Thanksgiving Eve dinner.

NN
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We celebrated the 25th anniversary of St. Matthew’s School on
April 10, 2005. Pastor Herb Prahl was our guest preacher. Many
past and present students gathered for pictures. Also present
were former principals Mr. David Enter and Mr. Scott Huebner.

Stoddard clothing center, i Bl
i The Stoddard-area Com-

pantry serve those in need st s e
. . been providing food for fam-

ilies and individuals since
Thanksgiving 2005. The
pantry which is located at
300 West St. in Stoddard
(back of St Matthew's
Church) has served 375
people.

Individuals, churches,
businesses and organiza-
tions within and beyond the
Stoddard community have
joined together to provide
the food and operating
funds used to stock the
shelves. The food pantry

Back row: Cody Krueger, Pastor Krueger, Anna Spears
Megan Lepke, Shawna Boldon

Than‘ksgiving Eve Dinner

Paper work—Karen Mundsack, site manager at the seeks to serve the hungry on

Stoddard food pantry, works at the pantry. (Contributed the west side of Vernon

i) County, throughout the De

Soto Area School District,

The Stoddard Area Community Food Pantry the Stoddard region and any

. emergency need that comes
began in 2005. In that same year, we held our = ur,ge et o Raren

i ivi i - Mundsack, site manager.
first Thanksgiving Eve Dinner. Church mem B
bers prepared and served the meal, free of Pantry 3 to 5 p.m. on

3 i i Tuesdays. Entry to the
charge. Any free will donations went to the Saniry. is' hedind . Bh

food pantry. 350 dinners were served in 2006. | Matthew's Church. Watch

Faee Hlan Adeean

OMay 18. 2008

Mr. Jon Beagle became
our principal in 2006
when Mr. Engelbrecht

Back row: Zachary Hanson. "Kyle Benson, Pastor Krueger,
Christopher Krueger, Christopher Beagle
Front row: Kyle Chapman, Brandon Miller, Chelsie Boldon

Pastor Krueger accepted a call.

Jay Woodhouse & Darian Strasser




Torrential rain began to fall on the evening
of August 18, 2007 and continued through-
out the night. As much as 15 inches fell,
causing major flooding throughout the
Stoddard & Chaseburg area. Less than 2
miles north of Stoddard, a mudslide caused
a house to slide onto Hwy 35. The road
leading to La Crosse was closed for a week
while repairs were done to the highway
and the railroad. Pastor Krueger preached
a special sermon from the book of Psalms
the following Sunday. What some consid-
ered a 1000 year flood occurred again in
June of 2008 and again in 2018 and 2019.
Much flooding occurred, especially in the
Chaseburg and Coon Valley area. The first
day of school in 2018 was cancelled due to
the flooding. A week later, more flooding
occurred, causing two more school can-
celations in the 2018-2019 school year.

Mr. Chris Avila
became our princi-
pal in 2008. In that
year, 62 children
were enrolled at
St. Matthew’s

We had bid Pastor Krueger farewell
in September of 2009 when he ac-
cepted a call to Medford, WI. Pastor
G. Philip Arnold was ordained into

public ministry

and installed as

Looking for more

® ways to connect

with the communi-

-ty and to show love
Ao 1 for people’s bodily

SReel i needsaswellas Pastor Krueger

iy their spiritual ones, Kevin Walls & Zachary Kilmer
we began hosting

Red Cross Blood
Drives at our church in 2009.

g i

the pastor of
St. Matthew on
October 18,
2009.

Back row: Travis Kilmer, Pastor Arnold, Bethany Beitlich
Front row: Miriam Beagle, Jessica Walls, Noah Boldon




Many technological advancements occurred during Pastor Arnold’s time with us in the
early 2010’s. Starting in 2010, audio recordings of the services were made and put on
CD’s for shut-in members or anyone who wanted to listen to them.

In 2013, a Digital Outreach team was organized. This group created a website and a
Facebook page to enable us to reach out to the world with God’s Word. Visitors could
i listen to the audio sermons on the webpage and check out information about our

& church. The Facebook page featured daily devotions, photos and information on
church happenings, along with announcements of upcoming events.

In 2014, we had our own YouTube channel. Videos of the services were recorded each
week and the sermon was published for anyone wishing to watch. It was also shared
to our Facebook page.

By 2015, the video recordings of the services were aired on a local cable TV station.

Some improve-
ments to our
building that
were made in

2012 were resid-
ing the church
and repainting

the gym. Wiring

[ was also done for

! a new projector.

[

Back row: Luke Kilmer, Pastor Arnold, RaeAnn
Protsman  Front row: Ashley Miller

One may wonder how there could possibly be so many
items donated for the rummage sale each year. God
richly blesses people and has also blessed this fund
raiser for the school. Originally held in the pastor’s
garage and the storage garage, beginning in 2016, it
has taken place in tents or in the school activity center.
Occurring midweek before Labor Day, it was met with
all kinds of weather—hot, cold, rainy, and in one year,
a bad wind storm in which one of our members gra-
ciously washed many of the linens that were soaked
from the rain.

Rummage Sale

L to R: Dylan Protsman, Tanner Hanson, Pastor Arnold,
Samuel Krause, Chase Wedwick, Sierra Schobert, Madison Rannow




@V(Gy 18, 2014 There were many op-
portunities to grow in

God’s Word. Pastor
Arnold offered the
regular Bible study
after the Sunday ser-
vices, a Digging Deep-
er Bible class that met
on Sunday evenings
which featured an in-
depth study on select-
ed books of the Bible, an Online Bible Reading Group which participants read
through the entire Bible in a year and were invited to ask questions online, and
also Video Bible studies offered by the WELS Adult Discipleship.

Back row: Drew Dravis, Pastor Arnold, In 2015,
Lauren Stuebs St. Matthew’s
Front row: Allison Beagle, Alexis Stellick, School had 34
Leah Goralski students.

Mother’s Groups

The Mom’s Connection began in May of 2015. It started as a
playgroup where moms and caretakers of young children got
together to inspire and lift each other up in Christ. They met at
local parks once a week and ended with a picnic lunch. Other
activities included serving monthly for fellowship hour after
church, monthly Mom'’s Night Out, and evening book studies
during the fall. Service projects have included redecorating the
pre-K room in 2016, redecorating the Family Lounge in 2017, and
renovating the Stoddard Area Food Pantry in the summer of o
2020. Mornings with Mommy began in 2019 and meet twice a Back row: Cynda Protsman, Pastor Arnold, Matthew Kilmer
month during the school year at the church for crafts, early Front row: Faith Struemke, Berkley Harle
learning, and fellowship.

TRUNK OR TREAT

" Trunk or Treat also began in 2015 as a way to reach out to
the community. Treats were handed out from trunks deco-
rated in a particular theme. They included Storybooks, TV
shows, Video games, Disney movies, and Board games.
Pumpkin bowling was played along with many other games
™ with prizes. Refreshments were served to add up to a howl-
y ing good time!




In the summer of 2015, Pastor Ar-
nold received two divine calls on the
same weekend. He accepted the call
to Bethlehem Lutheran Church of
Menominee Falls/Germantown, WI.
We bid him farewell on August 16.
Pastor Silas Schmitzer accepted our
call and was welcomed and installed
on October 25, 2015.

Mr. James Otto
was assigned as
our principal and
upper grade
teacherin 2016
when Mr. Avila
accepted a call.
His wife Jackie
became our pre-
school teacher.

Pastor Schmitzer
Elizabeth Stuebs, Ashley Manske,
Kinley Schobert

At right, a
children’s
message at
Easter, 2016

Py

Back row: Blake Harle, Pastor Schmitzer, Sam Kilmer
Ellie Greeno, Connor Beagle

Pastor Liggett, who retired to this area, carries the St. Matthew’s banner in the
Stoddard Memorial Day parade in 2016, along with his wife Rosie. Candy and invita-
— e IONS tO OUr SUMMeET events such as
" VBS and Sports Camp, are distributed
i, by members.
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Sports Camp began in 2017. Tha
year, 30 children were in attendz
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of whom did not attend our sche




Out of thankfulness for
their grandchildren, the
Shepherd family have
long provided palm
branches on Palm Sun-
day for the altar and also
for everyone present to
take to their homes.

Pastor Schmitzer wore many different hats as he dressed up for the various VBS themes throughout the past few years.

The VBS children sang for the outdoor service in 2016.

P

Outdoor worship services have recently been
held at the Stoddard Park. St. Peter’s members
were invited to join us for dinner and competi-

tion in a friendly game of softball. There were
games for the kids, and even a bounce house!
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New playground equipment for the little =
- ones was installed in the summer of 2018. &§
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Joshua Stuebs, Pastor Schmitzer, Haukin Protsman




with the gift bags
they made for our
shut-in members.

@/@y 26, 2019 é The Sunday School
*®
.i_

On October 13, 2019
the first livestreamed
church service was
aired on our Facebook
page and YouTube
channel.

The Stoddard Area Food Pantry continued to be a
blessing to the community. When it temporarily
closed during the pandemic and because of road con-
struction in 2020, it got a face lift and moved to an-
other room in the church basement.

Schmitzer, Hailey Sill
Front row: Josiah Uebelher, Owen
Schobert




THROUGHOUT
ALL
GENERATIONS

We began our 150th anniversary celebration on January 26, 2020. Cake
and refreshments were served after the service. Pictures displayed through-
out the fellowship hall brought back memories and prompted interesting
conversations.

Because a major road construction through Stoddard was planned for the
spring and summer of 2020, our main celebration was planned for October
11. What a blessing that turned out to be. In March, the corona virus, or
COVID-19, had escalated into a pandemic. Only gatherings of less than 50
people were permitted in early March. Soon after, on March 25,the Wiscon-
sin governor issued a “Safer at Home” order, allowing only “essential work-
ers” to go to their jobs. On March 18, schools were closed, at first for only
two weeks, but then for the rest of the school year. Teachers and students \
switched to on-line classes. We had a blood drive scheduled and the Red H e
Cross urged us not to cancel it. Forty units of blood were collected—double ‘& =
the usual amount. E3

With the blessing of our recently implemented livestreaming of our ser- E
vices, we were able to continue our worship and reach out to people. No ;‘"*
more than ten people were allowed in the building at one time from March *
to the end of May. Besides the pastor and organist, there were two people

running the video, which then allowed for vocalists to lead the songs.

God richly blessed this ministry. Not all churches had this capability. Soon
many other people were turning to our Facebook page and YouTube chan-
nel. We gained 82 followers for our Facebook page (for a total of 334) and
89 subscribers to our YouTube channel (for a total of 109). From March 25
to September we had 1, 4,571 views which translates to 1,365.5 hours of
video watched. Our most watched was Easter Sunday with 121 live views.

During those two months when we could not have in-person services,
“drive-up” communion was offered, or just a couple people at a time could
enter the sanctuary. Members could also drive up and drop their offerings
off after the live service ended, until noon. Any meetings that needed to be
held, such as a call meeting for a new principal were done on “Zoom”, an
online video conference service.

May 31 we were able to return to church. Things would be a little differ-
ent, however. People could only sit in every other pew, and were to “social
distance” themselves from others not in their family. Instead of the collec-
tion plate being passed around, people placed their offerings in the plate
which was on a stand in the fellowship hall. Instead of gathering in the fel-
lowship hall after the service, people were encouraged to take their conver-
sations outside, just as in the olden days.

Students returned to school for the 2020-2021 school year on August 24.
Along with crayons, pencils, and notebooks, part of the school supply list
included masks. Under the governor’s order, all people over 5 years of
age were required to wear a mask.




(ﬂz‘)ne 7. 2020 Confirmation Day
was delayed be-

cause of there-
strictions on
meeting in church. It
was held on June 7.
And just as in the
olden days, the re-
ception line for con-
gratulating our new
confirmands was
held outside.

Back row: Jerry Weber, Pastor Schmitzer,
Chrysta Miller
Front row: Kately Schlicht, Juliana Di Iorio

In order to gather together in Christian fellowship, we
offered many opportunities to meet outdoors, including
the Otto’s farewell picnic, a few “Jamming on the
Green” concerts, and a Cornhole tournament.

As of September, 2020, St. Matthew’s had 236 communicant members
and 292 baptized members. 39 students were enrolled in the school.

Pastor Schmitzer
makes the hand
dipped corn dogs.

The winners of the Co

=

rnhole tournament. After sending out
e : = | many calls for a prin-
cipal and upper grade
teacher, our prayers
were answered at the
end of May when Mr.
Joel Sonntag was as-
signed to us.




Many changes have occurred in the last 150
years. Some church buildings have been torn
down and new ones built in their place, or are
are gone with only a small cemetery marking
its place. The language that our forefathers
spoke is different than what we speak today.
Lifestyles, means of transportation, and
occupations have all undergone huge
transformations. 150 years ago most of our
members were farmers. Now we have a
handful, but no longer are any in the dairy

.. industry.

e

" Some things have stayed the same. We still
have connections with both St. Peter’s
congregations, as they support a teacher at our
school. St. John’s congregation has opened
again, and our pastor has filled in when
needed. As evident in this history account,
people have not changed. Our founders
wanted to gather together to worship the one
true God. People gave memorials when loved
ones died, even back in the 1880’s. They had
picnics and parties, were outreach-minded by

" inviting the public to events. The importance of
a Christian education for our children was
evident throughout our history. And also,
because of sin, there have been disagreements.

All people have sinned and need a Savior.
We have that in Jesus Christ. He is the same
yesterday, today, and forever. God'’s love for his
people remains the same. He has protected us
through tornados, floods, droughts,
depressions and recessions, wars, and
pandemics. He is also with his people in times
of prosperity.

g

To him be glory in the church and in Christ
Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and
ever! Amen.
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Our Pastors

No
Photo
Kittel Hass Baartz Kuchmann Oerding Palecheck Brachebusch Bntru.p

1870 1870-1871 1871-1874 1874-1880 1880-1891 1891-1923 1923-1932 1932-1940

&
Schroeder Engel Kionka Schaller Gieschen Berg Liggett

1940-1945 1946-1950 1950-1956 1956-1959 1960-1967 1967-1972 1972-1981

Kloehn Krueger ' Arnold Schmitzer
1982-1998 1999-2009 2009-2015 2015-present

Our Teachers

Ervin Humann David Enter Barbara Seidl Mary (Brinkman) Jerene Beitlich Mary Sill Peter Kuske

1933-1937 1979-1986 1979-1992 S aa0ie 1981-1996 1982-2014 1986-1987

2
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i i Rachel i itd
Scott Huebner Lisa Carlson Terri Krueger Troy McCarger (Biesterfold) Hahm Sharlene Weibel Deb Wittig

1987-1997 1990-1994 1992-1999 1994-1996 1996-1999 1996-1999 1997-1998

Nathan Heyn Lisa Carmichael Vicki Kunz Jon Engelbrecht Jon Beagle Chris Avila Rachel Arnold
1998-2001 1999-2017 1999-2004 2001-2006 2006-2008 2008-2016 2014-2015

James Otto Jaclyn Otto Sonja Oldre Katie Alderman Nicole Beckendorf Joel Sonntag
2016-2020 2016- 2019 2016~- present 2017-present 2019-present 2020-present
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THROUGHOUT ALL GENERATIONS



