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175 years! Things have changed since then, right? As 

we celebrate this special occasion at St. Johnõs in 2025, 

you may have the opportunity to see some old 

photographs. What are those clothes they are wearing? 

Look at the horse and buggies they rode to church! Why 

doesnõt anyone seem to be smiling? Fashion changes. 

Modes of transportation change. Picture protocols 

change. But even then, sometimes things which seemed 

to be a matter of the past come back and are en vogue 

once again. 

When King Solomon led the dedication of the temple, 

it stands out that he did not just look to the future. He 

first looked back. He did this in part to emphasize to the 

people the changelessness of the LORD. This was a 

new time for them ð a ñtrueò house for the LORD! But 

nothing was really changing. As he looked back in his 

prayer, he did not note things like the ones above. 

He did not state how different things used to be. He 

said this in his dedication prayer: 

ñMay the LORD our God be with us as he was with our 

fathers; may he never leave us nor forsake us. May he 

turn our hearts to him, to walk in all his ways and to 

keep the commands, decrees and regulations he gave 

our fathersò (1 Kings 8:57,58).

The LORD had always been with them ð whether at 

the Red Sea or at Jericho. He was with them when 

judges ruled them and now when kings sat on the 

throne. He was with them in famine and pestilence, in 

time of war and in time of peace. This is because he 

always proclaimed to them his changeless promises to 

provide for them and send them a Savior. Then through 

this ñoldò news they could newly live for him. 

Letôs remember this same truth as we celebrate Godôs 

goodness in his ministering to us through this 

congregation over 175 years. God was with  us then. He 

is with  us now. We know these things through Christ 

Jesus, our Savior and Redeemer. Let us recommit 

ourselves to living in his ways, serving one another in 

love, and carrying forth his commission to tell the 

nations. 

As we note a new anniversary date in 2025, let us also 

recall our Lordõs old faithfulness to us. All to his glory! 

Pastor David Meyer
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As a pastor, it is humbling to reflect on my 

congregationõs 175th anniversary as I have only served 

St. Johnõs for a mere fraction of its existence. So much 

history transpired before my time and, I hope and pray, 

God will continue to bless the members of St. Johnõs 

long after my ministerial service has ended. But that 

thought of being a mere òblipó on a much larger 

timeline is a good reminder of our time here on earth in 

general, as the prophet Isaiah said: òYes, the people are 

grass. Grass withers, flowers fade, but the Word of our 

God endures foreveró (Isaiah 40:7b,8). 

It is that enduring Word of God that has been the 

constant throughout St. Johnõs congregational life and 

history. Pastors, members, buildings, orders of service 

ñeven the language of our congregationñall have 

changed over the years. But the truth of Godõs Word 

has not. And it will not. 

An anniversary such as this is a proper time to reflect 

on the many blessings that God has poured out upon 

his people over many generations and his guiding 

influence through many changes. We cannot help but 

think about the many members of our congregation 

who are now part of the eternal choir of saints praising 

their God and Savior in heaven. We look back fondly 

on the way things used to be and compare them with 

how they look now. But more than anything we give 

thanks for the sameness that our congregation has 

enjoyed for the better part of two centuries: a reliance 

on Godôs Word as the sole source of absolute truth and 

a desire to share that truth with the community. 

Along with all the other opportunities this 175th 

anniversary affords our congregation; may all the 

members of St. Johnôs continue to treasure that 

unchanging Word of God and trust that the Holy Spirit 

will continue to work through that Word in the hearts 

and lives of his people. 

In Christôs service, 

Pastor Stephen Schmidt
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Our History Story  

Hope, Faith, and Perseverance over 175 years. 

This is the story of individuals on a journey, hopeful of 

a better life in another country, united and grounded in 

their faith and perseverance amidst daily and global 

events in the last two centuries. We look at a 

congregation whose faith was steadfast during major 

events, persevering amidst the Civil War, two World 

Wars, a Great Depression, and health crises, to name a 

few. Today, we are in debt to those who built the 

foundation for todayõs St. Johnõs Evangelical Lutheran 

Church, all to the glory of God. 

The history of St. Johnõs Evangelical Lutheran Church 

begins in Germany. While our congregation was 

officially organized on March 17, 1850, the roots of the 

German immigration congregation were still deeply 

implanted in the soil of their birthplace. We are 

indebted to Professor John Phillip Koehler (1859-1951) 

of the Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary for his history of 

settlers to this area. 

During the 1830s, many Europeans traveled to the New 

World and returned to Germany with glowing stories 

about the unlimited opportunities and richness of 

America. The primary reason for coming to America 

was not religious freedom or religion, but rather to 

establish a New Germany. This was before the 

European Revolution of 1848, but public unrest began 

to grow based on taxes and political censorship. The 

very name by which this area was known, òNew 

Coelnó (New Kºln or Cologne as it is known today) 

was consistent with the original intent of the settlers. 

The farming and wooded area where they established 

their homesteads had been ceded by the Potawatomi 

Natives and in 1938, the Territory of Wisconsin 

designated this area as the Township of Lake.

In 1841, the book òIn der Neuen Heimató (òIn the New 

Homelandó) was published extolling the virtues of 

Wisconsin. This book was published in the Rhineland 

area of Germany. The founding fathers of the 

Wisconsin Synod came from there and settled in the 

area south of Milwaukee. Most of the immigrants were 

Roman Catholic, but in the area called Oakwood (what 

is now Oakwood Road between South 13th Street and 

South Howell Avenue), the community was mostly 

Lutheran and Evangelical. The early St. Johnõs settlers 

put down roots near the future Milwaukee Mitchell 

International Airport and were farmers and 

lumbermen. 

Prof. Koehler records that after they had lived in 

America for several years and accumulated means, they 

decided to organize congregations, and call for faithful 

pastors. Rev. Muehlhaeuser, the first president of the 

Wisconsin Synod, started holding worship services in 

New Coeln at the home of Adam Bauer. This was the 

actual beginning of our St. Johnõs Lutheran Church. 

  

Milwaukee County Map in 1876 

Courtesy of the Oak Creek Historical Society 
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The beginning was recorded in the original record book òGemeinde Ordnung und Mitgliederó (òCommunity Order and 

Memberó) written in 1850 and translated by Prof. Sullivan of Northwestern College. The original 1850 record book 

remains part of our archives today.

  

In the Name of the Triune God. 

We, the members of the Evangelical Lutheran and Reformed Churches, have been served for a year by 

the venerable John Muehlhauser of Milwaukee. Every other Sunday afternoon he has proclaimed to 

us the Gospel in its truth and purity and also administered the sacraments. 

Since the room in the house of Adam Bauer, in which we have been meeting until now, is proving to 

be too small, we have translated a wish into reality, a wish we have long cherished, and have 

organized as a formal congregation. On this day, the 17th of March, 1850, the congregation assembled 

in the house of Adam Bauer and after mature deliberation it was resolved that the congregation shall 

be incorporated under the name: õThe Evangelical Protestant Congregation on Howell Road. By 

majority vote the following were elected to serve as trustees for one year: 

J. Jacob Hub, president 

Jacob Pfaff, treasurer and elder John G. Gerlinger, secretary 

May Jesus Christ bless the congregation who have organized so that we together with our descendants 

may be built up on the foundation of the Apostles and Prophets, Jesus Christ being the cornerstone. 

We, the undersigned, vouch for the legality of the meeting and the correctness of the resolutions. 

J. Jacob Hub Christian Munzinger Johann Barth 

Jacob Pfaf Christian Streiff Fred Erhard Koch 

J.W. Hassel Johannes Kleber Johannes Holler 

John Gerlinger Jakob Willburth Christoph Gerlinger 

Adam Bauer John Klein Michael Abendschein 

Johannes Nicklaus Blatt Christian Gerlinger J.Karl Wagen 

Thomas Chr. Engermann Johann Phillip Vogt David Holler 

Johannes Semann Samuel Hansen Johannes Danzing 

Peter Kling John Koenig 
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One name appears to be stricken from the list, John J. 

Nally. The members listed at the time of organization 

were based on ability to decipher and translate the 

German script. A total of 27 families signed the roll of 

membership. 

After the congregation was organized and officials were 

elected, it was resolved to build a church and cemetery. 

Mr. Adam Bauer sold us the land (currently where the 

east/west runway exists for the Milwaukee Mitchell 

International Airport, just west of Howell Ave and 

south of Grange Ave) needed for the church and a 

cemetery, and which comprised of approximately one-

half acre for the sum of $10.00. The address for this 

church and adjacent cemetery was 5605 South Howell 

Road (before Avenue). At the time, this was a dusty 

country road only used by an occasional horseback 

rider, or horse-drawn cart. 

The trustees furthermore resolved that every member 

of the congregation shall pay $5.00 in installments (to 

pay for the church). Through the services of 

volunteers, a log cabin church was erected. It  was 34 

feet long, 24 feet wide and 15 feet high. To cover 

the cost of certain materials, each member was 

assessed $5.00. The cemetery was limited to only 

members of the St. Johnõs and grave sites prices were 

$1.00 for children below 15 years old and $2.00 for 

members 15 years and older. The records showed the 

income of $183.50 for 1851 and expenses in the amount 

of $166.01. 

In 1860, a chancel (12 feet by 12 feet and with a height 

of 10 feet) was added to the church to provide a more 

appropriate place for the altar. In the same year, St. 

Johnõs eliminated the $5.00 fee to join the church and 

decided to sell single grave sites to non-members having 

property for $4.00. This log cabin church served St. 

Johnõs congregation for 51 years. 

  

Artistȗs rendition of our first church building 
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Our history consists of two elements: Lutheran and 

Reformed, their disagreements, resolve, and unification 

with the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. 

Since the members had sought to re-establish Germany 

here in America, they also sought to continue the 

ñunionò churches. In 1817, King Frederick William III 

of Prussia issued decrees that forced Lutheran and 

Reformed churches to merge, aiming for a unified 

Protestant church in his kingdom. The union required 

churches to abandon the names ñLutheranò or 

ñReformedò in favor of ñEvangelical.ò Only the ñOld 

Lutheransò (who formed the Missouri Synod) and other 

strict Reformed communions resisted and came to 

America for religious freedom. The ñEvangelicalò or 

ñunionò church was transplanted in America. 

It did not take years to realize that you cannot be 

Lutheran if you deny the Real Presence of the Lord in 

the Sacrament of the Altar.  The Reformed Church 

taught that the presence was symbolic and not real. 

Therefore, to compromise, you had to become 

Reformed, not Lutheran, and the bad marriage in 

Germany proved a stormy sea here in America. As is 

often the case, those raised on one tradition and 

teaching find it difficult to change to another and the 

harmony was disrupted. It is said that the preachers 

were not all as faithful to the Word as Rev. 

Muehlhauser was. It is also said that the Rev. Schroeter 

was a ñFree-thinker.ò In many cases congregations had 

no pastor, but depended upon ñcircuit ridersò for 

services. In many areas of Wisconsin, Lutheran pastors 

came for one week and the Reformed or Evangelical 

pastors came the alternate week.

A story is told that on one Sunday someone (probably 

a Lutheran to prevent the use of the church by the 

Reformed pastor and worshippers) padlocked the door 

of the church building and did, indeed, prevent its use 

that day. It is significant that the congregation voted 

shortly thereafter to become a Lutheran congregation 

and join the Wisconsin Synod. The report of this 

meeting is translated below. 

ñCongregational meeting on January l, 1867, the 

meeting having been previously announced as the law 

requires. The meeting took place in the church. Of the 25 

members whose names are in the church records 19 were 

present. After the congregation had been acquainted with 

the purpose of the meeting, the following resolutions were 

passed: After all the paragraphs of the constitution of the 

Ev. Luth. Synod of Wisconsin had been discussed and 

individually adopted by resolution, the congregation 

resolved to receive the entire constitution and to have it 

become effective from today on. 

The board of elders was charged to have the old 

constitution cancelled in the Office of Records, and to 

have the new one entered there. 

Since the congregation as yet is not a member of any 

Synod, it was unanimously resolved to join the Ev. 

Luth. Wisconsin Synod. The meeting was begun and 

concluded with the singing of a hymn, prayer, and the 

reading of a Scripture section. 

The board of elders vouches for the validity of these 

proceedings.ó 
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The Beginning Years  1848 ȓ 1867 

We begin with a brief look at the life of early settlers in 

the Township of Lake in the 1850s. 

New Coeln was a small rural farming community with 

dirt and narrow roads that became nearly impassible on 

rainy days. Early transportation was horse and buggy, 

there was no electricity or telephone, and only limited 

communication outside an occasional letter. Drinking 

water was from local streams and hand-dug wells. The 

farmers spent long hard days tending to the soil and 

hopeful of their fall harvest of corn, wheat, and 

potatoes. Farmers typically had up to three cows, with 

some selling cheese and butter in exchange for flour, 

sugar, and coffee among other items. Many of the 

children did not go to school but also worked long 

hours with their parents. The nearest provision stores 

were seven miles away at 5th and National Ave. These 

early pioneers experienced many health challenges, 

including cholera outbreaks and typhoid fever with 

minimal health care available. Yet despite all the 

hardships, these pioneers persevered, not losing 

courage or hope.  

Our first pastor was Rev. John Muehlhaeuser. As a 

young man, he was a journeyman baker, having come 

from Wuerttemberg, Germany into Switzerland. He 

was also interested in the field of religion and met with 

the Basel Missions-gesellschaft. Later, he became 

associated with the Langenberger Verein, a mission 

group interested in training pastors to do mission work 

in foreign places. 

From 1829 to 1832, Pastor Muehlhaeuser went on a 

missionary journey into Austria seeking to strengthen 

the scattered Evangelical Christians. In 1835, he 

entered the mission school at Barmen and in 1837, he 

sailed for New York, landing there in October. In New 

York, he was to serve as a teacher in the parish of Rev. 

Aortal, with whom he had become acquainted at school 

in Germany. Making little headway with his work in 

New York City, Pastor Muehlhaeuser accepted a call to 

Rochester, New York, a Lutheran congregation of the 

General Synod. The General Synod was organized in 

Hagerstown. Maryland by representatives of Synods of 

Pennsylvania, New York, North Carlolina, Maryland, 

and Virgina (1820-1916) 

In 1848, Pastor Muehlhaeuser came to Milwaukee. At 

first, he sold Bibles and Christian tracts and thereby 

became well acquainted with the Milwaukee area. No 

doubt, on Sundays he preached at various churches. He 

learned about Milwaukee from a friend, Pastor John 

Weinmann, who was pastor of St. Johnôs Lutheran 

Church, Oakwood, Town of Oak Creek. 

Just how long Pastor Muehlhaeuser served our 

congregation is not known. No doubt he was assisted 

by other mission-minded pastors because other 

churches such as Salem and Grace Lutheran Churches, 

in Milwaukee were founded at the same time. 

Further, he was elected the first president of our Synod 

on May 26, 1850, thus requiring time to take care of this 

fledgling organization. He resigned as president of the 

Synod in 1860 because of advancing age. 

  

Rev. John Muehlhaeuser 
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Our second pastor was Rev. Christian Schroeter. He 

was born in Hettenheim, Germany on August 25, 1817. 

He was the son of a Lutheran pastor. He graduated 

from the Universities of Halle and Berlin and was 

ordained at the Theological School at Nassau, 

Germany. He came to Milwaukee about 1854 and 

acquired a small farm on East Grange Avenue, now 

part of the airport. It is not known precisely when and 

for how long he served our Evangelical Protestant 

Church, but it is assumed to have been the late 1850s or 

early 1860s. 

It is known that he had leanings toward the òFree-

thinkers.ó As a result of these doctrinal disputes, he left 

to become pastor of the First Christian Free Church 

located on Ryan Road about a block west of 27th Street 

in Franklin, WI. This area was known as Paynesville 

and the former church is now known as Paynesville 

Memorial Chapel that exists today in the same location. 

Pastor Schroeter is buried in the adjacent cemetery. 

The Rev. Philip Brenner was serving a congregation in 

Kenosha when called to serve St. Johnõs Ev. Lutheran 

Church at Oakwood, Town of Oak Creek, in 1864. 

Two years later, Pastor Phillip Brenner was called to 

serve our congregation, the Evangelical Protestant 

Church, Town of Lake in 1866.

In 1866 as the pastor of St. Johnõs, he introduced a 

beautiful record book listing all the baptisms, 

confirmations, weddings, and burials the pastor 

officiated at. Interesting information about these 

important dates were often included. 

Pastor Brenner was very influential in the changing of 

our name and the application for membership in the 

Wisconsin Synod. On January 1, 1867, the new 

constitution was accepted and the application was 

made for St. Johnõs to be a member of the Wisconsin 

Synod. The constitution included the name change to 

òThe German Evangelical Lutheran St. Johannes Church 

Town of Lake.ó We were officially accepted into 

membership on Saturday, June 22, 1867 at the WELS 

convention held at St. Johnõs congregation in 

Milwaukee. 

In 1870, Pastor Phillip Brenner accepted a call to serve 

a congregation in Oshkosh, Wisconsin. 

Our history also mentions Pastors John Weinmann, 

Steinbach, Prager and Giese, serving St. Johnõs in our 

early years; however, no additional information was 

located.  

Rev. Christian Schroeter 

Rev. Philip Brenner 



 

10 

The  Formative  Years 1868-1923 

While we have no records on the ministry of Rev. 

William Dammann at St. Johnõs, however, Mary 

Holler Heiderich, a member of St. Lucas congregation 

in Bay View (1855-1940), documented Pastor 

Dammann preaching at our Evangelical Protestant 

Church. He came to the United States in 1860. He was 

born in Erfurt, Thuringer, Germany, and received his 

theological training at Barmen with the intent of 

becoming a missionary in foreign fields. 

He began his ministry at St. Peterõs Church, Town of 

Addison, in Washington County, Wisconsin. He was 

installed as pastor of St. Peterõs Ev. Lutheran Church 

located at South 8th and Scott Streets, Milwaukee, on 

May 1, 1861. He organized St. Jacobiõs Lutheran 

Church, South 13th and Mitchell Streets, Milwaukee in 

1873 and became their pastor. 

St. Lucas Lutheran Church records show that Pastor 

Dammann encouraged St Johnõs congregation, which 

was a part of his parish, to call a candidate of theology, 

Mr. John Hodtwalker, as minister of their church, but 

with the understanding that Pastor Hodtwalker also 

carry-on evangelical work in Bay View. His objectives 

would be to gather Lutherans of Bay View, organize a 

congregation and from here also take care of the 

spiritual welfare of the congregation at St. Johnõs. It 

appears that Pastor Dammann had a warm concern for 

the spiritual welfare of the membership of St. Johnõs. 

Rev. John Hodtwalkerõs ministry at St. Johnõs began in 

1872 and he faithfully served for six years until he 

accepted a call to Appleton, Wisconsin. 

The pastorate relationship of St. Lucas congregation 

continued with St. Johnõs when Rev. Christian 

Reichenbacher was called. Again, the records do not 

offer details about his ministry, but they do show his 

faithfulness in the performance of baptisms, 

confirmations, marriages, and burials. Pastor 

Reichenbacher served St. Johnõs from the fall of 1878 to 

March, 1887. 

  

Rev. William Dammann Rev. John Hodtwalker Rev. Christian Reichenbacher 
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Professor Eugene Notz of the Theological Seminary in 

Wauwatosa served as interim pastor from March to 

August 21, 1887. During his brief tenure, Pastor Notz 

confirmed fourteen young people on May 20, 1887. 

St. Lucas Lutheran Church installed Pastor Bendix 

Nommensen on August 21, 1887. It must be assumed 

that he also became pastor of St. Johnõs at the same 

time. His daughter Hermine tells of her fatherõs great 

enjoyment of serving the membership of St. Johnõs and 

that a brother, Martin, served as the organist. 

Pastor Nommensen was faithful to his calling as he 

performed many ministerial acts at St. Johnõs for the 

spiritual welfare of the congregation. In addition to 

serving St. Lucas and St. Johnõs, Pastor Nommensen 

did mission work in Cudahy and was instrumental in 

the organization of St. Paulõs ð Cudahy. As a result, St. 

Johnõs and St. Paulõs called their own pastor for both 

congregations in 1896. Theological student John 

Brenner accepted the call and on April 20, 1896, the two 

congregations held a joint installation service at St. 

Paulõs. Rev. Brenner lived in Cudahy during his 

ministry at St. Johnõs. 

During Pastor Brennerõs pastorate, in 1897, planning 

began for the building of our second church at the same 

location of our first church. A building committee was 

formed including Mr. August Flann. Mr. August 

Krause, Mr. William Hoffman, Mr. Herman Winger, 

and Mr. Louis Schmidt. 

  

Prof. Eugene Notz 

Photo courtesy of WELS Archives 

Rev. Bendix Nommensen Rev. John Brenner 

1907 Confirmation certificate by Pastor Brenner 
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After four years of planning and construction, our new 

church was dedicated on September 1, 1901. Pastor 

Domfeld gave the dedication address in the morning 

and Pastor J. Anderson spoke the Word of God in the 

afternoon. Both services were spoken in German. In the 

evening, Pastor Bendix Nommensen, a former pastor, 

preached in the English language. 

The new church edifice was 57 ft. long by 30 ft. wide, 

with a tower of 8 ft. by 8 ft. by 75 ft. high with a capacity 

of 150 people. The exterior of the church building was 

constructed with Milwaukee cream city brick at a cost 

of approximately $3,000. We continued to maintain 

our cemetery, which had 220 grave sites on our 

property. Occupied grave sites were later moved in 

1975. This second church served St. Johnõs 

congregation and the community for over 50 years! 

In the summer of 1908, Pastor Lederer accepted the call 

from St. Johnõs and was installed as our first resident 

pastor in September of the same year. Adolph Lederer 

graduated from our Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary in 

Wauwatosa in 1903 and previously served Salem 

Congregation in Barron, Wisconsin, and St. Johnõs 

Lutheran Church in Bear Lake, Wisconsin. He received 

an annual salary of $550. He was also paid $108 

annually for rent on his home. The home was originally 

built in 1890 and is the oldest residence that exists today 

for one of our pastors. It was originally located on 

Howell and Layton Avenues and later moved to an area 

east of Howell Avenue on Armour Avenue. 

Upon his arrival, our church did not have electric lights, 

plain glass windows or pull window shades. There was 

a large potbelly type coal stove for heat that took up 

considerable space. There was only a small reed organ, 

played by Pastor Lederer. During Pastor Ledererõs 

tenure at St. Johnõs, the old kerosene lamps were 

replaced with beautiful acorn light fixtures, the plain 

glass windows and shades were replaced with art glass 

windows, and a new furnace was installed, which 

required hand digging a basement by the members. The 

congregation also purchased a larger reed organ and 

later, purchased a Wangerin pipe organ. 

  

Rev. Adolph Lederer 

Photo courtesy of WELS Archives 

Second church building, constructed in 1901 
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Many organists followed Pastor Lederer to enhance the 

worship service and under his leadership, the 

congregation reorganized Sunday School with many 

new volunteers. He introduced one extra worship 

service each month to be conducted in the English 

language. English songbooks were purchased in 1909 to 

encourage younger people to attend church services. 

However, instruction classes on Saturday mornings 

continued in German for the purpose of confirmation. 

The following year, the churchõs interior was 

redecorated with beautiful paintings on the ceiling and 

walls.

Pastor Lederer received and accepted a call to his home 

congregation, Trinity Lutheran Church in Saline, 

Michigan in 1916 and Pastor Martin F. Plass of 

Oakwood, Town of Oak Creek was called to serve as 

vacancy pastor. This was intended to be a temporary 

situation, but as it turned out, Pastor Plass served St. 

Johnõs for almost seven years. At first, we held 8:00 AM 

worship services at St. Johnõs, so Pastor Plass could 

serve Oakwood later in the morning. This arrangement 

did not work well because most of our members did not 

own automobiles and travel was difficult. The time of 

our worship service was changed to 2:00 PM on 

Sundays. 

As time passed, interest and attendance waned. 

Worship services were held in the German language. 

Because of the influence of WWI, anything German 

met with persecution and suspicion of disloyalty to 

America and the work of our Lord was hindered, 

especially among the young people. In 1921, St. Johnõs 

constitution was rewritten in the English language. The 

next year, additional worship services were conducted 

in English along with confirmation classes using a 

combined German and English catechism. Our first 

English confirmation took place in March 1923. 

Pastor Plass served St. Johnõs until the summer of 1923 

and in the same year, Reverend Theodore Monhardt 

was called to serve our congregation.  

Rev. Martin Plass 

Residence of Rev. Adolph Lederer, built in 1890, 

photo taken in 2025 
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The Normative Years  1923-1950 

We begin this period with a look that changed St. 

Johnõs footprint. In 1919, the first Milwaukee County 

airport called Butler Airport was located at the present-

day Currie Park. The growth of aviation quickly 

outgrew the area that bordered railroad tracks and a 

river, limiting any expansion. In 1926, Milwaukee 

County purchased Hamilton Airfield, now Milwaukee 

Mitchell International Airport, that brought a new 

opportunity for St. Johnõs years later. 

Pastor Theodore Monhardt was born in the Town of 

Franklin on September 23, 1897, son of the Rev. and 

Mrs. Herman Monhardt. He received his early 

education at St. Paulõs Lutheran School in Franklin. 

After graduating from grade school, he attended 

Northwestern Preparatory School and College at 

Watertown, Wisconsin for a total of eight years. He 

then attended Concordia Seminary, Springfield, Illinois 

and graduated in June, 1923. Rev. Monhardt was 

united in marriage with Clara J. Fenske. This marriage 

was blessed with two children, Dawn and William. He 

was installed on September 9, 1923 and began a 40-year 

tenure in Godõs service at St. Johnõs.

In 1923, Pastor Monhardt, who just graduated from the 

seminary, lived with his parents on Smith Road (now 

51st Street) north of Rawson Ave.  He purchased a car 

when he started at St. John's, but it always needed 

repairs.  Therefore, the Ladies Aid purchased a new 

1925 Ford model T Roadster for him. 

In early 1929, with the upcoming marriage of Pastor 

Monhardt's marriage to Clara in June of the same year, 

it became evident that a parsonage was needed.  The 

congregation approved building a new parsonage and it 

was completed on October 2, 1929.  The dedication 

service of the parsonage was held on December 2, 1929. 

The address was 152 West Grange Ave, one block west 

of Howell Ave in the Township of Lake. One acre of 

land was purchased for $1,450 and the parsonage was 

built for $5,800. Those on the building committee were: 

Alvin Lampe, Herbert Holtz, Edwin Hedke, Henry 

Kendt, Ferdinand Kestner, William Kolbow, Henry 

Willms, Charles Flamm and Rev. Monhardt. The 

mortgage on the parsonage was liquidated in 1939 only 

10 years after it was built through the faithful 

contributions of the congregation and assistance from 

the Ladies Aid and the Friendship Club. 

In 1956, St. Johnõs sold this parsonage since we built a 

new church with an attached parsonage the prior year. 

The house remained at 152 West Grange Ave until it 

was razed for construction of the Airport Spur (now 

State Trunk Highway 119) connecting Milwaukeeõs 

Mitchell International Airport to Interstate 94 in 1978.  

Rev. Theodore Monhardt 

Parsonage of Rev. Theodore Monhardt, 

built in 1929, photo estimated from 1940s 
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As the popularity of the automobile increased, changes 

came to the church facilities in 1924. The horse shed, 

which was later removed, occupied the west edge of the 

church grounds. In 1925, the young people of St. Johnõs 

held their first meeting at the home of Mr. and Mrs. 

Lewis Schmidt. There were seventeen young people 

attending and Lydia Schmidt acted as temporary 

president. Our genealogy search back to 1888 has not 

found that our current pastor, Rev. Stephen Schmidt, is 

related to Lewis or Lydia Schmidt. 

A special commemorative service was held in June of 

1925 celebrating the 75th anniversary of the founding 

of St. Johnõs Church. In preparations of this 

anniversary, major renovations included a new roof, 

covering the walls and ceilings with a tin material, the 

purchase of new colored windows, and the addition of 

electric lighting. 

Rev. Monhardt was instrumental in reorganizing the 

Sunday School and in organizing the Ladiesõ Aid 

Society, the Young Peopleõs Friendship Club and a 

Menõs Club among ongoing ministries at St. Johnõs. In 

1926, a new pipe organ was purchased at a cost of 

$3,000. This same organ was later moved to our present 

church on Howell Avenue and Oak Street. 

  
Confirmation Class of 1926 

Back Row: Pastor Theodore Monhardt, Richard Willms, 

Morris Fiedler, Herman Thomas, Hugo Thomas, Max Fiedler. 

Front Row: Mrs.Klug, Norma Schumacher, Alice Esch, 

Beatrice Dickman, Alisce Fiedler, Anna Thomas, 

Gertrude Fiedler 

St. John's Ladies Aid ȓ 1926 
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A lighted bulletin board was installed in front of St. 

Johnõs in 1931 for community information about 

worship services and this same year, St. Johnõs started 

a newsletter for their members and named it òThe St. 

Johnõs Messenger.ó Most of the messengers are available 

today in our archives.The history of our Thanksgiving 

tradition at St. Johnõs started in 1934 as the first Harvest 

Festival was introduced. Members were encouraged to 

bring to the Lordõs house the best and first fruits of the 

harvest at Thanksgiving time. 

Our history includes Jacob Klein, the son of John 

Klein, one of the original organizers of our 

congregation, who ran the New Coeln House, from 

1902 to 1912. Today, it is known as the Landmark 1850 

Inn and is Milwaukeeõs oldest operating tavern, dating 

back to the 1840s. Originally, The New Coeln House 

served as a weighing station and inn for farmers 

traveling between Racine and Milwaukee. The name 

changed several times including Deusterõs Saloon, 

named after the patriarch of the family John Hubert 

Deuster, who was also instrumental for the first St. 

Stephenõs Catholic Church on the east side of Howell 

Ave. St. Johnõs used Deusterõs for many events 

throughout the years including our 40th anniversary 

celebration of our second church, built in 1901, on 

October 19, 1941. With the Ladies Aid help, a delicious 

ham and chicken dinner was served. 

  

Messenger Newsletter ȓ 1936 

Celebration at Deuster's Hall ȓ Presently Landmark 1850 Inn 

Late 1940s 

New Coeln House ȓ Approximately 1905 

The attached frame structure was originally a grocery store 

and post office for New Coeln 
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The churchõs name was changed from the òGerman Ev. 

Lutheran St. Johannes Congregation in the Town of 

Lakeó to òSt. Johnõs Evangelical Lutheran church ð 

Town of Lakeó in 1949. In 1950, the 100th anniversary 

was observed and a permanent Improvement Fund was 

started. An anniversary dinner was served at Greenfield 

Town Hall and a centennial booklet prepared. 

Rev. Monhardt celebrated forty years in the Lordõs 

ministry in 1963 but due to ill health resigned as pastor 

in 1964. The Lord called him to his eternal rest on June 

11, 1964 and he is buried in Arlington Cemetery, 

Milwaukee. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Paul Monhardt at Rev. Theodore Monhardtȗs 25th 

Anniversary ȓ 1948 

The Ladies Aid Society ȓ 1940s 

South on Howell Ave in 1942 with St. John's 1901 church and 

WWII military airbase construction. 

Courtesy of Mitchell Gallery of Flight Archives 

Rev. Theodore Monhardtȗs 25 Years of Service 

Anniversary Committee ȓ 1948 
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Congregants at the 100th anniversary celebration in 1950 

St. John's Centennial Committee ȓ 1950 

Senior and Junior Choir ȓ 1950 
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The  Expansion  Years 1951-1975 

Shortly after our 100th church anniversary, as Howell 

Ave was widened south of our church to support more 

traffic, the future was set for St. Johnõs. Widening the 

road in front of our church would literally bring it to our 

door steps. As documented by Gilbert Heiderich in 

1956, St. Johnõs approached Milwaukee County in 

1952 to discuss relocation of our church building based 

on three reasons: 

1. The closeness of the highway to our church as 

little or no parking area was a source of danger 

to the membership and the public. 

2. The church being just north of the northeast-

southwest runway was an obstacle to plane 

traffic. 

3. There would be mutual advantage because in 

the future the right of way will have to be 

acquired. 

While the initial plan in 1952 was to relocate the 

church, after further evaluation of parking, church 

maintenance issues including foundation, buckling 

walls, roof and tower leaking issues, the congregation 

decided to build a new church. This is occurring 

concurrent to negotiations with Milwaukee County and 

the State Highway Commission on the offer to purchase 

a right of way for widening of Howell Ave. One of the 

last subjects in the negotiation was determining who is 

responsible for the removal and reinternment of five 

grave sites in our cemetery. The five graves were all 

from the Zeisse family. They were Frederick Zeisse, 

Anna Zeisse, Harvey Zeisse, Adela Schaub, the sister of 

Harvey Zeisse, and a baby boy Zeisse. Finally, on 

March 30, 1954, St. Johnõs congregation met and 

agreed to accept the $40,000 formal offer for the right 

of way with St. Johnõs responsible for removal of the 

church building, but countered that Milwaukee County 

and the State of Wisconsin shall be responsible for 

removal and reinterment of the graves. 

On May 4, 1954, The State of Wisconsin notified our 

congregation of the acceptance of our counter proposal. 

On July 16, 1954, our officers Elmer Chasco, Clarence 

Hedke, and Gilbert Heiderich with Reverend 

Monhardt signed the agreement with the State of 

Wisconsin. On August 15, 1954, a special service to 

thank God for resolving our relocation problem was 

held. And for the Zeisse family, their graves were 

indeed moved in July 1954 to Woodlawn cemetery in 

Milwaukee where they remain today. 

St. Johnõs approved the agreement on July 16, 1954 and 

in August, a service of Thanksgiving was observed 

answering our prayers for expansion and growth. An 

excellent summary of 1954 was provided by President 

Gilbert Heiderich in February, 1955: 

1954 was a year of decision for St. Johnõs Congregation. A 

year ago, there was no promise or encouragement that we 

might plan a new church edifice. Your officers only asked that 

you the membership have patience and faith. The Lord has 

rewarded you abundantly. Your decisions were as follows: 

1. The important decision of Mrs. Estelle Zeisse to 

cooperate in the removal of graves so that we might 

proceed. (Thank you, Mrs. Estelle Zeisse, sincerely.). 

2. Acceptance of the Kern offer to give to the 

congregation a tract of land (2 acres more or less). 

3. Acceptance of the proposal of the State of Wisconsin 

$40,000 for yielding to right of way in future 

widening of Howell Ave. 

4. Authorize the Building Committee to prepare plans 

and specifications for the proposed structure. 

5. Authorize the Building Committee to plan and carry 

out the Building Fund campaign. 
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We were further blessed when the Kern family donated 

approximately two acres for our church at Howell Ave 

and Oak Street as a memorial to their parents, Mr. and 

Mrs. Theodore Kern. Work started immediately, and 

by November 1954, St. Johnõs authorized the building 

committee to proceed with the building of this new 

church. 

On January 2, 1955, on a beautiful winter day, the 

congregation observed the groundbreaking as the choir 

sang the Doxology, Pastor Monhardt read Psalm 100 

and offered a prayer to God, thanking Him for all our 

blessings. In March, the cornerstone was laid. Inside 

the cornerstone are church records of membership, 

confirmation classes, etc. 

The cornerstone of our new church and parsonage was 

laid on March 27, 1955. Per the April 1955 Messenger, 

òNone of the 1901 contents found in the 1901 

cornerstone were placed into this stone. The contents 

were badly deteriorated as water had seeped into the 

historical container. We had hoped to find a picture of 

the former (our first church), but there was none.ó As 

of 2025, no photograph of the first church from 1850 

has been found.  

  

Building Committee ȓ 1955 

Left to right: Albert Thomas, Elmer Chasco, George Smith, 

Alvin Jansma, Clarence (Red) Hedke, Allen Thomas, 

Gilbert Heindrich 

Kern Family Land Donation Plaque ȓ 1954 

Sanctuary dedication ȓ 1956 

Photo courtesy of Gannett Co. 
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On August 21, 1955 the first worship services were held 

in the fellowship area in the basement of the new 

church. A few months later, the new parsonage, 

attached to the church building, was dedicated on 

November 6, 1955 with a special worship service 

thanking God for this blessing. Pastor Monhardt and 

his family moved into this new parsonage the following 

week. The prior parsonage on Grange Ave was later 

sold for $15,000. 

The church was dedicated to the glory of God and the 

preaching of the Gospel on Sunday, March 11, 1956. 

The sermon in the morning was preached by Prof. 

Oliver Rupprecht of Concordia College, Milwaukee. 

The afternoon sermon was preached by Pastor Roland 

Ehlke of Resurrection Church, Milwaukee and at the 

evening service the First Vice-president of Synod, Rev. 

Erwin Habeck preached. Pastor Walter Keibel served 

as liturgist during the afternoon service. A dinner was 

served at noon and a luncheon in the evening for the 

thankful congregation. 

Mr. Jansma wrote for the dedication booklet as follows: 

òThe function of the building as a house of worship has been 

kept in mind, while striving to take advantage of modern 

building materials, and at the same time present to the 

congregation and the public a building with a warm friendly 

feeling. The church seats approximately 275 people with a cost 

close to $125,000. The landscaping was done by members on 

a voluntary basis.ó 

In 1961, St. Johnõs supplemented the spiritually-

inspired stained glass window above our altar with side-

aisle hand painted stained glass windows. They were 

dedicated in a special Thanksgiving service on 

December 3, 1961. Professor Armin Schuetze was the 

festival speaker.  

In 2025, additional research on our stained glass 

windows found that now retired Pastor Robert Koester 

commented that our stained glass windows are some of 

the best stained glass windows in the Synod. The 

quality and color of the glass along with the artist who 

put it together were exceptional. Pastor Koesterõs 

website, www.welsstainedglass.org, documents stained 

glass windows of over 125 congregations of the 

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS). 

What a blessing we have among us!

St. Johnȗs stained glass windows 

https://gwabooks.com/
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Also, back in 1955, the 1901 church was dismantled, 

but the hand-hewn native oak steeple cross was 

preserved and later moved to Forest Hill Memorial 

Park Cemetery. On June 16, 1961, a special dedication 

service was held at the cemetery with Reverend 

Monhardt officiating with musical selections by St. 

Johnõs choir, Marvin Moran, and the Malone Sisters. 

The cross sits atop a mound at the south end of the 

cemetery along with the dedication plaque. This cross 

continues to stand today as a memorial to all the faithful 

families who built the three churches to worship the 

Triune God.  

Our property remained unchanged until 1962 when 

Milwaukee County called again. While our actual 

cemetery gravesites were not at risk in 1962, Milwaukee 

County wanted to acquire the access rights from 

Howell Ave. to our cemetery for the purpose of keeping 

this air space above 10 ft. On September 19, 1962, an 

agreement between St. Johnõs and Milwaukee County 

was reached where Milwaukee County purchased land 

east of our cemetery to Howell Ave. and the 

congregation was also to maintain the air space above 

10 ft. at St. Johnõs cemetery. Further, the County agreed 

to build and maintain a new entrance road on county 

land to the cemetery from Grange Ave, with a right to 

use for St. Johnõs congregation. St. Johnõs also received 

$1.00 in this contract. 

  

Original St. John's cemetery. Photo estimated 1960s 

1901 Church Steeple Cross at Forest Hill 

Memorial Park Cemetery in 2025 

Dedication of the cross at Forest Hill Memorial Park 

Cemetery ȓ 1961. Photo courtesy of Gannett Co. 

Dismantling the 1901 church in 1955 
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Rev. Robert Michels was born in Milwaukee on July 

17, 1936. He attended Mt. Lebanon Lutheran grade 

school, Northwestern Preparatory School and 

Northwestern College in Watertown, Wisconsin. He 

continued his studies at the Wisconsin Lutheran 

Seminary, Mequon, Wisconsin. Upon graduation from 

the seminary in June, 1961, he received a call to 

Newton, Iowa.  

Rev. Michels was called to serve St. Johnõs in 1964 and 

was installed on November 1, 1964. On December 17, 

1960, Rev. Michels was united in marriage to Marlyn 

J. Siegel and this marriage was blessed with two 

children, Beth and Bradley. Pastor Michels served 

several vacancies in our area during his ministry here at 

St. Johnõs. He reorganized the Vacation Bible School 

and ended the publication of an annual report of 

contributions. 

The St. Johnôs constitution was revised in 1966 to 

start a Stewardship Committee, encouraging members 

to use their talents for the Lordôs Kingdom.  

The membership increased and in 1968, St Johnôs 

added a second Sunday worship service. The worship 

times were 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM with Sunday 

School at 9:10 A.M.  

In 1969, the church purchased 2/3 of an acre of land, 

south of St. Johnôs, from the Kern family for $4,000 and 

planted evergreen trees at the property line along with 

other landscaping improvements the following year. 

St. Johnôs celebrated its 120th anniversary with three 

divine worship services in 1970. The two services in the 

morning had Rev. Adolph Buenger (President of the 

southeastern Wisconsin district of our synod) 

preaching. Pastor Michels preached the afternoon 

service. The ladies of our congregation served a 

delicious buffet luncheon and arranged an informative 

historical display. 

On January 31, 1971, the congregation was treated to a 

special message of Godôs love by T. Paul Mitra, a 

resident of India who was at that time attending the 

Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary. His wife, a practicing 

physician, joined him with the mission work among the 

people of India. 

Two services marked the anniversary of the dedication 

of our present building on March 14, 1971. Prof. John 

Jeske was the guest pastor and he preached on the text 

of Matt 5:15. 

  

Rev. Robert Michels 
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In the early 1970s, during the Vietnam War, we lost one 

of our members. On May 30, 1971, the Sergeant Peter 

VanderWeg flag pole memorial was dedicated 

following  the morning worship services. The memorial 

honors two of our members, Charles Fidler, who died 

in WWII and is  buried at Long Island National 

Cemetery in East Farmingdale, New York, and 

Sergeant Peter VanderWeg who died in Laos during the 

Vietnam War and is buried at Forest Hill Memorial 

Park Cemetery in Oak Creek, WI. There are two 

plaques as part of this memorial. 

St. Johnõs gives thanks to these individuals for their 

service and we thank the VanderWeg family for this 

patriotic memorial.  

On June 9, 1971, the Altar  Guild  was organized to be 

of service to the pastor and the congregation in 

maintaining the altar, its paraments and communion 

preparations. 

In 1972, a church office secretary position was 

approved with responsibilities of keeping all church 

records, membership lists, mailing lists in an up-to-date 

state, type the Messenger, calendar stencils, and other 

work that may be necessary in operating an efficient 

office of the congregation. The same year, St. Johnõs 

became a charter member of Wisconsin Lutheran 

College, a two-year Liberal Arts College, with a 

payment of $50. The college used the facilities of 

Wisconsin Lutheran High School. 

Pastor Michels received a call from St. Johnõs, 

Burlington, Wisconsin. At a special votersõ meeting in 

June 1972, Rev. Michels explained the status of the 

congregation and asked for a peaceful release so that he 

could accept their call. The congregation granted his 

request. The Lord sent this young man to serve St. 

Johnõs and He richly blessed his work with many new 

members. 

The Sgt. Peter VanderWeg Memorial & Plaques 
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Soon after, Rev. Roger P. Drews was called and 

accepted the divine call. He was installed during an 

evening service on August 6, 1972. Rev. James Mumm, 

a classmate, preached the sermon and Rev. Jonathan 

Mahnke (also Rev. Drews "home pastor") installed our 

new pastor. Rev. Roger Drews was born in Akron, 

Ohio, on January 23, 1937. He attended and graduated 

from Mt. Lebanon Lutheran grade school and 

Northwestern Preparatory School in Watertown, 

Wisconsin. He attended Northwestern College in 

Watertown and the University of Wisconsin ð 

Milwaukee. Pastor Drews graduated from the 

Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary, Mequon, Wisconsin in 

June, 1965. 

He received a call into the holy ministry to serve a 

mission congregation, Good Shepherd Lutheran 

Church, Burnsville, Minnesota. Pastor Drews attended 

the graduate school of Luther Seminary in St. Paul, 

Minnesota, majoring in the field of historical theology. 

Rev. Drews married Patricia Grasse and this marriage 

was blessed with six children, Daniel, Joel, Mark, 

Jonathan, Laurel, and Linda. In July, 1974, the voters 

approved a proposal to remodel the attached garage 

into a fourth bedroom for the parsonage at a cost of no 

more than $2,500.00. This project was completed by 

Frank Brothers in August. 

In October, 1972, we started to celebrate holy 

communion twice a month. Individual communion 

glasses were used on the first Sunday, with the common 

cup used on the third Sunday. Also at the quarterly 

meeting, the proposal to hold mid-week Advent 

services for the first time in our history was approved. 

This was further revised in later years to include the 

common cup at all worship services with holy 

communion. 

A new Board of Elders was approved at the annual 

meeting in January, 1973 through a change in our by-

laws. This board is to assist the pastor in his work and 

be concerned with the spiritual welfare of the 

congregation and its members. A library committee was 

also authorized in July 1973 to plan and source books 

for the library with funds from memorials, special gifts 

and donations. 

On Sunday, November 3, 1974, the congregation 

celebrated the burning of the mortgage on the present 

church building. Pastor Winfred B. Nommenson, of 

Salem Lutheran Church, Milwaukee and grandson of 

one of our former pastors, was the guest preacher. His 

sermon theme was "The Christianõs Incentiveó. 

The men, who were officers at the time the mortgage 

was signed and the present officers of the congregation 

were privileged to witness the mortgage burning from 

the chancel while the congregation looked on. The 

choirs sang praises to God along with the congregation 

in thankfulness for reaching this important milestone.

Rev. Roger P. Drews 

Burning of the Mortgage ȓ November 3, 1974 
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In the early 1970s, the Milwaukee airport planned for a 

$60 million air cargo building that spearheaded the 

long-standing discussions with Milwaukee County on 

moving St. Johnõs 1850 cemetery. Note, the last burial 

at the 1850 cemetery was in 1968, therefore, St. Johnõs 

operated the cemetery for 118 years! 

A diligent search for the relatives of the deceased took 

several years prior to the movement of the cemetery. 

Milwaukee County moved a total of 189 coffins and 

remains to four cemeteries. 160 coffins/remains were 

moved to Forest Hill Memorial Park Cemetery, 6 

coffins/remains were moved to Arlington Park, 13 

coffins/remains were moved to Forest Home 

Cemetery, and 10 coffins/remains were moved to 

Woodlawn Cemetery. Of note, the caskets were mostly 

from the late 1800s, but one was dated from 1832. The 

caskets were mostly wooden with glass tops. Also, òIn 

the brick church (1901), some of the graves were under 

part of the altaró, Mrs. Monhardt said. òThere was no 

basement there, over the graves, and they werenõt 

disturbedó. The reinterment was completed in July, 

1975 and the cost of the reinterment was paid for by 

Milwaukee County.  

Also in 1975, Forest Hill Memorial Park designated the 

òGarden of the Chapeló area as the new resting place 

for the coffins and remains moved from St. Johnõs 

Cemetery. Concurrently, with the goal of òrestoring the 

cemetery to its original historic stateó per Barbara 

McGivern of the Forest Hill staff stated in 1975, a 

pioneer type chapel was built adjacent to the Garden of 

the Chapel as bicentennial contribution. The chapel 

included the altar from our 1901 cream-city brick 

church. 

Today in 2025, St. Johnõs cemetery continues to have 

its own section (Section 16) at Forest Hill Memorial 

Park cemetery. While the pioneer-type chapel built in 

1975 and the altar from our 1901 church were destroyed 

in a fire in 1978, the cemetery has many late 19th 

century markers identifying our forefathersõ gravesites. 

The last recorded burial in our St. Johnõs Cemetery at 

Forest Hill Memorial Park Cemetery was on December 

3, 2008. There are now a total of 135 occupied grave 

sites and 67 unoccupied grave sites in our cemetery. 

Forest Hill Memorial Park does not sell any grave sites 

in our section.  

St John's Cemetery Plaque at Forest Hill 

Memorial Park Cemetery ȓ 2025 

Forest Hill Cemetery Chapel ȓ 1975 

Courtesy of Gannett Co 
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Stability and Growth Years  1976-2000 

In 1975, St. Johnõs celebrated its 125th anniversary. Rev 

Oscar Nauman, president of the WELS at that time, 

was the guest speaker. St. Johnõs published the ò125th 

Years- Godõs Grace at St. Johnõs in History and Hopeó 

pamphlet highlighting the history and pastors who 

served the congregation. The renovations included 

staining the woodwork in a rich darker color, windows 

highlighted, and new carpeting. 

Rev. Frederick H.O òRickó Jungkuntz became St. 

Johnõs first Assistant Pastor and served from July 29, 

1979 to the fall of 1980. He was born on August 24, 

1919. Pastor Jungkuntz was married to Rennette and 

blessed with daughter Becky and son Jonathan. He was 

a veteran of the US Marines, served as a Milwaukee 

Police Officer and served for many years as a minister. 

He was a former pastor of Gethsemane Lutheran 

Church, Milwaukee and was called to St. Johnõs to start 

a senior citizen ministry. However, after approximately 

a year in ministry at St. Johnõs, Pastor Jungkuntz left 

St. Johnõs as it was noted that the seniors at St. Johnõs 

perceive no special needs and are satisfied with the 

present level of service. Pastor Jungkuntz continued to 

serve as a minister at other congregations until his 

retirement in 2000. 

After 11 years of service at St. Johnõs, Pastor Roger 

Drews accepted a call to the directorship of Lutherans 

for Life in 1983. Pastor Siggelkow accepted the call as 

vacancy pastor as the congregation started the call 

process for a new pastor. 

The congregation was again blessed that Pastor Rev. 

Kenneth R. Kratz accepted the divine call in October 

and was installed in November of 1983. 

Born in Algoma, Wisconsin on February 28, 1950 to 

Lester and Mrytle Kratz, Pastor Kratz attended 

Immanual Lutheran School near the family farm in 

Kewaunee, Wisconsin. He was confirmed March 22, 

1964 and entered Northwestern Preparatory School in 

Watertown, Wisconsin graduating in 1968. He then 

entered Northwestern College, graduated in 1972, and 

enrolled in Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary. While at the 

seminary, he vicared in Juneau, Wisconsin under 

Pastor and District President, Carl Mischke. Upon 

graduation in 1976, he was assigned to Mount Olive 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in Monroe, Wisconsin 

where he served until accepting the call to St. Johnõs in 

1983. 

  

Rev. Kenneth R. Kratz 

Rev. Frederick Jungkuntz 
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Pastor Kratz was married in June, 1976 to Diane L 

Kalbus from Readfield, Wisconsin and they have three 

children, Benjamin, Emily and Peter. This began a long 

ministry of stability and growth in ministry at St. 

Johnõs. 

Our Easter lily cross was designed and built by member 

Tony Widenski in 1985 to beautify our Easter worship 

services. It continues to be used today as part of our 

celebration of Christõs resurrection with now four 

generations of Widenskiõs maintaining and installing 

this special gift to the congregation. 

In 1985, the young peopleõs Pioneer and Sunbeam 

programs were started again. This provided numerous 

opportunities for families to grow together in Godõs 

Word through multiple activities throughout the year. 

Concurrently, the current council added the Board of 

Education to our leadership team and teamed with both 

Risen Christ and St. Paulõs Franklin on closer 

relationships with our school age children. 

The following year, St. Johnõs started its first licensed 

preschool for the community and was blessed that Mrs. 

Jean Koepsell accepted the call as our first teacher and 

diligently led this ministry for four years. JoAnn 

Jurgens was called in 1989 as our second preschool 

teacher and continued this ministry for 10 years, 

followed by Karen Dyke in 1999. Unfortunately, the 

2000 economic crisis impacted our preschool 

enrollment in 2000 and it was suspended. After 

multiple reviews including a possibility of starting a 

daycare, St. Johnõs did not reopen the preschool or start 

a daycare. We were blessed to service the community 

for 14 years with our preschool. 

Back to 1985, our church council reviewed and revised 

our constitution and bylaws to reflect current processes 

and programs. This included adding goals and 

objectives for each committee all aligned with our 

overall mission at St. Johnõs. The new constitution and 

bylaws were adopted by the congregation in 1987. 

Shortly afterwards, as our youth programs continued to 

grow, we formed a steering committee to better 

understand our current and future trends as we were at 

capacity levels in our Sunday School and other areas. 

Steering committee members were Sanford Olson, 

Mary Butler, Bob Huettner, Mark Draeger, Ken 

Eggleston, John Gorski, Mike Kahle, Jan Wolfgram, 

Ron Miller, Carol Grundy, and Mel Hall. This led to 

St. Johns deciding to expand our facilities in 1990. 

Church President Ron Grundy appointed a committee 

headed by Mike Kahle. Committee members were Joe 

Bena, Carol Grundy, John Gorski, and Dennis 

Widenski. Anderson Ashton was named as our design 

contractor. 

Easter Lily Cross ȓ 2024 

Pioneer Pine Box Derby ȓ 1990s 
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The groundbreaking of our new addition was on April 

28, 1991. The new addition included a new fellowship 

hall, multiple classrooms, meeting areas, a pastorõs 

office, and a covered church entranceway. The 

completed new addition was dedicated to the Glory of 

God on October 27, 1991. The cost of the addition was 

$426,000 and the new organ $36,000. Today, this area 

is recognized also as our Welcome Center for members 

and visitors to gather for conversation, coffee, and 

delicious treats. 

St. Johnõs continued with strategic planning during this 

time and in 1993, the congregation adopted a formal 

Mission Statement and our first five-year plan. While 

we had numerous revisions to our five-year plan since 

1993, our mission and therefore our Mission Statement 

remains steadfast today as it did in 1850. Also, in 1993 

the new Christian Worship Hymnal was adopted and 

purchased. 

Our congregation took a large step forward in 1998 in 

youth and family ministries; covering Sunday School, 

Pioneers, Teens, Education, and more. Mr. Rodney A 

Bollinger was called and accepted the position of 

Minister of Youth/ Family Discipleship.  

Rod Bollinger was born on January 19, 1954 to Adam 

and Irene Bollinger. He grew up in Zeeland, North 

Dakota where he attended the elementary school and 

was confirmed at Zion Lutheran Church in 1968. He 

entered Northwestern Lutheran Academy in Mobridge, 

South Dakota, graduating in 1972. He attended Dr. 

Martin Luther College in New Ulm, Minnesota 

graduating in 1977. His first call was to St. Paul in 

Norfolk, Nebraska where he served as a teacher, coach, 

band director and principal at the Christian Day School 

until 1983 when he accepted a call to St. Lucas, 

Kewaskum, Wisconsin. Here he served as the 

congregationõs seventh and eighth grade teacher and 

principal. Staff Minister Bollinger then accepted a call 

to serve at St. Johnõs Evangelical Lutheran Church and 

was installed in July of 1998. He married Karen R. 

Cudnohoske from Kewaskum, Wisconsin. They have 

three daughters, Danielle, Cara, and Hope. 

  

Staff Minister Rodney A. Bollinger 

A children's message by Rod 

Sunday School Teachers ȓ 1990s 

Left to right: Gail Stefanik, Ruth Larson, Kurt Draeger, 

Tina Miller, Doug Weiss, Karla Draeger, Ken Lamb, 

Carol Anderson, Mary Butler, Colleen Frey, June Weiss, 

Christine Jacobson 
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Rod continued to serve St. Johnõs until his retirement at 

the end of September 2020. Here are excerpts from Rod 

in his farewell devotion from the Messenger newsletter 

published that month: 

I will always remember the ministry we shared such as Youth 

Bible Study, teens (especially regional and International 

Youth Rallies), Kidsõ Day, FROGS, Confirmation classes, 

Christmas and Easter for Kids, choir, meetings for Council, 

Fellowship, Property and Youth Discipleship, etc. I will 

remember the good friends I made at the Bible classes I 

conducted at Centennial and Meadowmere and the special 

visits made with individuals, families and shut- ins over the 

years. I will remember those members who passed away 

during my time here as I look forward to the time I will be 

reunited with them in heaven. As I reminisce about all these 

things, my eyes are wet with tears. 

My dear friends, we will always treasure the precious unity in 

faith that we shared in our Savior, Jesus. You will remain in 

our hearts. Our friendship will last into eternity. 

May God continue to bless and keep you and use each of you 

to be a blessing to St. Johnõs. 

The year 1999 showed continued blessings at St. Johnõs 

as our congregation grew to a record 700 souls. We also 

recorded 1,745 guests signing our Friendship Registers. 

We added another tool for spiritual growth and 

evangelism called òDrive Time Devotionsó cassette 

tapes. Each tape consisted of five 10-minute devotions 

and produced every week for members, visitors, and 

shared with the community. As technology changed, 

cassettes were replaced with CDs and later emails. The 

name changed to òStrength for the Journeyó until 

Pastor Kratz retired in 2013. Today, St. Johnõs 

continues to provide daily devotions from the Synod. 

Also in 1999, based on congregational input, we started 

a new òSenior Ministryó program designed for retired 

individuals. This demographic ministry grew 

relationships and strength in Godõs Word through 

sharing oneõs life experiences over various fellowship 

and mission activities. 

In 2000, St. Johnõs reviewed our holy sacraments and 

introduced grape juice as an alternative to wine for 

individuals with special needs. Continuing with 

improving processes, we revised our fiscal year to end 

on June 30th rather than the end of the calendar year to 

allow for more accurate forecasting and results for our 

WELS Synod, elementary schools, and other ministries 

in our annual ministry plan (budget).

Adult Hand Bells ȓ Late 1980s 

Left to right: Arnold Joers, Kim Schott, Joanne Groth, 

Jan Wolfgram, Gail Young, Lou Ann Weden, Linda Harder, 

Karen Bollinger, Carol Anderson, Gail Stefanik, Beverly Tiedt 

Pastor Kratz and Staff Minister Bollinger 

outside the 1991 addition 

Christmas Youth Program 
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Wisdom in Word Years  2001-2025 

Our increased growth in worship service attendance 

resulted in St Johnõs to add an additional worship 

service on Sundays in 2001. The schedule of the three 

services were 8:00 AM, 9:30 AM, and 11:00 AM. We 

also decided on changing the liturgical format for the 

9:30 AM service to include a larger variety of hymns, 

song leader and modest liturgical revisions. This was 

called the Living Praise service. The other services 

stayed with our current format and called the Divine 

Worship service. This continued until 2009 where we 

returned to two worship services on Sundays, an 8:00 

AM Divine Worship service and the 10:30 AM Living 

Praise service. 

As part of the trend for added Christian music at St. 

Johnõs beyond our new Living Praise worship service, 

St. Johnõs formed a teen band named Ananeosis 

(òrenewaló). The band was active from 2007-2011 and 

played at both the WELS 2007 and 2009 International 

Youth Rallies, the 2008 Canada Youth Rally, and 

numerous WELS churches in the area, as well as Oak 

Creekõs 4th of July parade. 

With the membership growing, St. Johnõs purchased 

the house directly to the east of St. Johnõs (211 E Oak 

St) in 2003 to alleviate the parking situation. Soon after, 

in 2005, the house at 231 E Oak Street became available 

and St. Johnõs purchased this property as part of long-

term planning. Property improvements included added 

parking areas, construction of a second garage, 

landscaping, and paving the entire parking lot. Both 

houses were rented out immediately and St. Johnõs 

future was secure. 

In 2006, Womenõs Ministry started Caring Ministry at 

St. Johnõs to provide more personal care to people 

facing challenges. This group assisted members and 

visitors with Godõs Word for comfort and guidance 

with various difficulties. 

Pioneers camping overnight at Pike Lake State Park ȓ 2003 

Left to right: Eric Fleischman, Adam Fleischman, Brad Lundell, 

Ben Lundell, Dave Brushaber, Chris Troka, Eric Baltutis, 

Danny Lloyd 

Adult Choir ȓ 2004 

Back Row: Sandy Olson, John Gorski, Tom Hensiak, 

Doug Weiss, Shawn Charney, Ron Lundell, Rod Bollinger. 

Middle Row: Ruth Gonsky, June Weiss, Kara Bollinger, 

Mary Butler, Toni Groth, Marge Hanke, Danielle Bollinger, 

Gail Stefanik. Front Row: Carmen Brich, Bonnie Hensiak, 

Kathy Olson, Karen Noard, Jan Wolfgram, Lou Ann Weden, 

Rose Simonds, Linda Harder 

Ananeosis Band ȓ 2009 

Left to right: Tim Sitzman, Eric Baltutis, Danielle Bollinger, 

Danny Lloyd, Hope Bollinger, Eric Fleischman. 

Not pictured: Dustin Lloyd, Ashley Luke, Collin Matthews, 

and Brittany Weiss. 
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Our FROGS (Friends Relying On Godõs Strength) 

youth ministry began in 2009 and by 2013 this youth 

ministry had 40 in attendance in various ministries 

including projects including their own families, service 

personnel in Iraq and Afghanistan, Joy House (inner 

city mothers), nursing home residents, the needy and 

homeless, missionary children, congregational shut-ins 

and others. FROGS strived to provide a balance of 

service and fellowship all under Godõs Word. During 

this period, St. Johnõs was blessed to have additional 

opportunities for our youth including our teen program 

FISH (Faithful in Serving Him), Christmas for Kids, 

Veggie Tales, Faith Stepping Stones, and Bible Camp 

Adventure. 

In 2012, St. Johnõs joined with Wisconsin Lutheran 

High School (WLHS) to launch a major capital appeal 

program called Gifted for Praise with 80% of the funds 

allocated to St. Johnõs and 20% allocated to WLHS. 

Through Godõs Grace, we raised and distributed 

$153,185 to designated ministries including support for 

both WLHS and Shoreland Lutheran High School and 

capital improvements that were completed in 2018. 

After 30 years of dedicated leadership and service to the 

members and friends of St. Johnõs, Pastor Ken Kratz 

retired. The celebration of Pastor Kratz ministry was 

held at the Oak Creek Community Center on October 

28, 2013. Pastor Curtis Golm from Messiah Lutheran 

Church diligently served as our vacancy pastor, 

providing Godõs Word and support as St. Johnõs 

proceeded to call a new pastor. 

Rev. Stephen J. Schmidt accepted the Pastoral call to 

serve at St. Johnõs and was installed on January 5, 2014. 

Pastor Schmidt graduated from Martin Luther Prep in 

Prairie du Chien, WI (1988), Northwestern College 

(1992), and Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary (1996). 

During his school years he held several jobs, ranging 

from the interesting (security supervisor at Super Bowl 

XXVI) to the not -quite-as interesting (overnight shift at 

a plastics factory). 

In 1998 he married Margo (Wendt) in Springville, NY. 

They have been blessed with two daughters, Sonja and 

Christina. Pastor Steve Schmidt previously served at 

Ascension of Jacksonville, NC for 15½ years. Prior to 

his time in North Carolina, Pastor Schmidt had served 

as a tutor and dorm supervisor at Martin Luther College 

in New Ulm, MN. He spent his vicar (apprentice 

pastor) year at Faith Lutheran Church in Anchorage, 

Alaska. All four are proud to call the Milwaukee area 

home.  

Rev. Stephen J. Schmidt 

FROGS family ȓ 2010 

FROGS leadership team ȓ 2010 

Left to Right: Hope Bollinger, Rod Bollinger, 

TJ and Tracy Norman, Chad and Amy Sadowski, 

Brett, Sarah and Gisele Widenski, Jesse Fraker and Frogger 


