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175 years! Things have changed since then, right? As
we cel ebrate this special
you may have the opportunity to see some old
photographs. What are those clothes they are wearing?
Look at the horse and buggies they rode to chehi! Why
doesndt anyone seem to be
Modes of transportation change. Picture protocols
change. But even then, sometimes things which seemed
to be a matter of the past come back and are en vogue
once again.

When King Solomon led the dedication of the temple,

it standsout that he did not just look to the future. He
first looked back. He did this in part to emphasize to the
people the changelessness of the LORD. This was a
new time for themd a ftirued house for the LORD! But
nothing was really changing. As he looked back in his
prayer, he did not note things like the ones above.
He did not statehow different things usedto be. He
saidthis in his dedication prayer:

fiMay the LORD our God be with us as he was with our
fathers; may he never leave us nor forsake us. May he
turn our hearts to him, to walk in all his ways and to
keep the commandsgdecreesand regulations he gave
our father(1Kings8:57,58)

The LORD had always been with themd whether at
othee Rads Sea or atalerich®.tHe wdsowfitnmtidesn whem
judges ruled them and now when kings sat on the
throne. He was with them in famine and pestilence, in
time of war and in time of peace. This is because he
alwasl pioalagned td-tlaem his ahangeleds arangsessto
provide for them and send them a Savior. Then through
this floldo news they could newly live for him.

Let® remember this same truth as we celebrate God
goodness in his ministering to usthrough this
congregationover 175years.God waswith usthen. He

is with us now. We know these things through Christ
Jesus, our Savior and Redeemer. Let us recommit
ourselves to living in his ways, serving one another in
love, and carrying forth his commission to tell the
nations.

As we note a new anniversary date in 2025, let us also
recal | our Lordoés ol d

PastoDavidMeyer
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As a pastor, it is humbling to reflect on my An anniversary such as this is a proper time to reflect
congregationf6s 175th anni v eon thamany blessings thdt &oddas pauted outsupan v e
St. Johno6és for a mere f r ac this@eople dverimary generatiens enmdche .guidhg n
history transpired before my time and, | hope and pray, influence through many changes. We cannot help but
God will continue to bless the members of St J o h n 6tlsink about the many members of our congregation
long after my ministerial service has ended. But that who are now part of the eternal choir of saints praising
thought of being a mere 0thdiriGpdéand Savior m heawenc We lobkeback ferdly

timeline is a good reminder of our time here on earth in on the way things used to be and compare them with
general, as the prophet 1 s ahowathey $oakinow. Bubnfoeesthan anything weegive | e
grass. Grass withers, flower fade, but the Word of our thanks for the sameness that our congregatiomas
God endur eglsaiaf 4D17le8y er 0 enjoyed for the better part of two centuries: a reliance

it is that enduring Word of God that has b " on God& Word as the sole source of absolute truth and
'S that endufing Word ot ©0 at has been the a desire to share that truth with the community..

constant throughout St. Johno6és congregational i fe ar
history. Pastors, members, buildings, orders of service Along with all the other opportunities this 175th
fi even the language of our congregatidnall have anniversary affords our congregation; may all the
changed over the yearWord BumenmbdrseoftSt. Wohfs canfinueGto dréasure that
has not. And it will not. unchanging Word of God and trust that the Holy Spirit

will continue to work through that Word in the hearts

and lives of his people.

In Christ® service,

PastoiStepherschmidt



Our History Story

H ope, Faith, and Perseverance over 175 years.
This is the story of individuals on a journey, hopeful of
a better life in another country, united and grounded in
their faith and perseverance amidst daily and global
events in the last two centuries. We look at a
congregationwhose faith was steadfast during major
events, persevering amidst th€ivil War, two World
Wars, aGreatDepression, and health crises, to name a
few. Today, we are in debt to those who built the
foundation for
Church, all to the glory of God.

The history of St. Johnods
begins in Germany. While our congregation was
officially organized on March 17, 1850, the roots of the
German immigration congregation were still deeply
implanted in the soil of their birthplace. We are
indebted to Professor John Phillip Koehler (1859951)
of the Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary for his history of
settlers to this area.

During the 1830s, many Europeans traveled to the New
World and returned to Germany with glowing stories
about the unlimited opportunities and ricimess of
America. The primary reason for coming to America
was not religious freedom or religion, but rather to
establish a New Germany. This was before the
European Revolution of 1848, but public unrest began
to grow based on taxes and political censorship. €h
very name by which this
Coelndéd (New K°Iln or
was consstent with the original intent of the settlers.
The farming and wooded area where they established
their homesteads had been ceded by the Potawatomi
Natives and in 1938, the Territory of Wisconsin
designated this area as the Township of Lake.

todayods St.

»g MILWAUKEL -
WS er

Mi | waukee
Courtesy of

County Ma
the Oak Cre

In 1841, the book o0l n der
Homel andad) was publ i shed
Wisconsin. This book was published in the Rhineland
area of Germany. The founding fathers of the

Wisconsin Synod came from there and settled in the
area south of Milwaukee. Most ofthe immigrants were

Roman Catholic, but in the area called Oakwood (what
is now Oakwood Road between South 13th Street and

a $OHth Hoyell Avenpe), shg r(;qmm%]iw avgs mostly
Col ognkUfgRergn jan dg nEvyanh gied d £12)

put down roots near the future Milwaukee Mitchell
International  Airport and were farmers and
lumbermen.

Prof. Koehler records that after they had lived in
America for several yearand accumulated meanghey
decided to organize congregations, and call for faithful
pastors. Rev. Muehlhaeuser, the first president of the
Wisconsin Synod, started holding worship services in
New Coeln at the home of Adam Bauer. This was the
actual beginning

am Chorchr St .



The beginning was recorded in the original record book Ge mei nde Or dnuf6g Caoamehu iMii tt yg!| C
Me mb)ewritiien in 1850 and translated by Prof. Sullivan of Northwestern College. The original 1850 record book
remains part of our archives today.

In the Name of the Triune God.

We, the members of the Evangelical Lutheran and Reformed Churches, have been serve
the venerable John Muehlhauser of Milwaukee. Every other Sunday afternoon he has prt
us the Gospel in its truth and purity and also administesactdngents.

Since the room in the house of Adam Bauer, in which we have been meeting until now, is
be too small, we have translated a wish into reality, a wish we have long cherished, and |
organized as a formal congregation. On this day, the 17t 01 8&4), the congregation assern
in the house of Adam Bauer and after mature deliberation it was resolved that the congre
be incorporated under the name: ©06The EV;
majority vote the followjimvere elected to serve as trustees for one year:

J. Jacob Hub, president
Jacob Pfaff, treasurer and elder John G. Gerlinger, secretary

May Jesus Christ bless the congregation who have organized so that we together with ol
may be built up on the foundation of the Apostles and Prophets, Jesus Christ being the ¢
We, the undersigned, vouch for the legality of thg aregthe correctness of the resolutions.

J. Jacob Hub Christian Munzinger Johann Barth

Jacob Pfaf Christian Streiff Fred Erhard Koch
J.W. Hassel Johannes Kleber Johannes Holler
John Gerlinger Jakob Willburth Christoph Gerlinger
Adam Bauer John Klein Michael Abendschein
Johannes Nicklaus Blatt Christian Gerlinger J.Karl Wagen
Thomas Chr. Engermann Johann Phillip Vogt David Holler
Johannes Semann Samuel Hansen Johannes Danzing
Peter Kling John Koenig




One name appears to be stricken from the list, John J.
Nally. The members listed at the time of organization
were based on ability to decipher and translate the
German script. A total of 27 families signed the roll of
membership.

After the congregation was organized and officials were
elected, it was resolved to build a church and cemetery.
Mr. Adam Bauer sold us the land (currently where the
east/west runway exists for the Milwaukee Mitchell
International Airport, just west of Howell Ave and
south of Grange Ave) needed for the church and a
cemetery, and which comprisé of approximately one
half acre for the sum of $10.00. The address for this
church and adjacent cemeteryas 5605 South Howell
Road (before Avenug. At the time, this was a dusty
country road only used by an occasional horseback
rider, or horsedrawn cart.

The trusteesfurthermore resolvedthat every member

of the congregationshall pay $5.00 in installments (to
pay for the church). Through the services of
volunteers, a log cabin church was erected.It was 34
feet long, 24 feet wide and 15 feet high. To cover
the cost of certain materials, each member was
assessed$5.00. The cemetery was limited to only
members of the St. Johnos
$1.00 for children below 15 years old and $2.00 for
members 15 years and older. The records showed the
income of $183.50 for 1851 and expensestine amount

of $166.01.

In 1860, a chancel (12 feet by 12 feet and with a height
of 10 feet) was added to the church to provide a more
appropriate place for the altar. In thesameyear, St.

J o h elilnmated the $5.00 fee to join the church and
decided to sell single grave sites to nanembers having
property for $4.00. This log cabin church srved St

J o0 h nod@gsegationfor 51 years.

Arti st os
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Our history consists of two elements: Lutheran and
Reformed, their disagreements, resolve, and unification
with the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod.

Since the members had sought to+establish Germany
here in America, they also sought to continue the
funiono churches. In 1817, King Frederick William 111
of Prussia issued decrees that forced Lutheran and
Reformed churches to merge, aiming for a unified
Protestant church in his kingdom. The union required
churches to abandon the names flLutherano or
fReformedd in favor of fiEvangelicald Only the fOId
Lutheransd(who formed the Missouri Synod) and other
strict Reformed communions resisted and came to
America for religious freedom. ThefiEvangelicab or
funiono church was transplanted in America.

It did not take years to realize that you cannot be
Lutheran if you deny the Real Presencef the Lord in
the Sacramentof the Altar. The Reformed Church
taught that the presence was symbolic and not real.
Therefore, to compromise you had to become
Reformed, not Lutheran, and the bad marriagan
Germany proved a stormy sea here in America. As is
often the case, those raised on one tradition and
teaching find it difficult to change to another and the
harmony was disrupted. It is said that the preachers
were not all as faithful to the Word as Rev.
Muehlhauser was. It is also said that the Rev. Schroeter
was afiFreethinker.0In many cases congregations had
no pastor, but depended uponfcircuit riderso for
services. In many areas of Wisconsin, Lutheran pastors
came for one week and the Reformed or Evangelical
pastors came the alternate week.

A story is told that on one Sunday someone (probably
a Lutheran to prevent the use of the church by the
Reformed pastor and worshippers) padlocked the door
of the church building and did, indeed, prevent its use
that day. It is significant that the congregtion voted
shortly thereafter to become a Lutheran congregation
and join the Wisconsin Synod. The report of this
meeting is translated below.

fiCongregationaimeetingon January |, 1867, the
meetinghavingbeenprevioushannounced as the law
requires. The meeting took place in the church. Of the

members whose names are in the church records 19 \
present. After the congregation had been acquainted w

the purpose of the meeting, the following resolutions w
passedifter all the paragraphs of the constitotite

Ev. Luth. Synodof Wisconsirhad beerdiscusseand
individually adopted by resolutiahe congregation
resolved teeceivéheentire constitution and to have it
become effective from today on.

The board of elders was charged to have the c
constitution cancelled in the Office of Records, and
have the new one entered there.

Sincethe congregatioasyetis not a membenof any
Synod,it was unanimouslyresolvedo join the Ev.
Luth. Wisconsinsynod.The meetingvasbegunand
concludedvith the singingof a hymn, prayer, and the
reading of a Scripture section.

The boardof elders vouches tfog validity of these
proceedings. 0



The Beginning Years

We begin with a brief look at the life of early settlers in
the Township of Lake in the 1850s.

New Coeln was a small rural farming community with
dirt and narrow roads that became nearly impassible on
rainy days. Early transportation was horse and bugg
there was no electricity or telephone, and only limited
communication outside an occasional letter. Drinking
water was from local streams and hardug wells. The
farmers spem long hard days tending to the soil and
hopeful of their fall harvest of corn, wheat, and
potatoes. Farmers typically had up to three cows, with
some selling cheese and buttén exchangefor flour,
sugar, and coffee among other items. Many of the
children did not go to school butalso worked long
hours with their parents. The nearest provision stores
were seven miles away at 5th and National Ave. These
early pioneers experienced many health challenges,
including cholera outbreaks and typhoid fever with
minimal health care available. Yetdespite all the
hardships, these pioneers persevered, not losing
courage or hope.

Our first pastor was Rev. John Muehlhaeuser. As a
young man, he was a journeyman baker, having come
from Wuerttemberg, Germany into Switzerland. He
was also interested in the field of religion and met with
the Basel Missionggesellschaft. Later, he became
associated with the Langenberger Verein, a mission
group interested in training pastors to do mission work
in foreign places.

From 1829 to 1832, Pastor Muehlhaeuser went on a
missionary journey into Austria seeking to strengthen
the scattered Evangelical Christians. In 1835, he
entered the mission school at Barmen and in 1837, he
sailed for New York, landing there in October. INNew
York, he was to serve as a teacher in the parish of Rev.
Aortal, with whom he had become acquainted at school
in Germany. Making little headway with his work in
New York City, Pastor Muehlhaeuser accepted a call to

1848 v 1867

John

Rev. Muehl!l hae

Rochester, New York, a Lutheran congegation of the
General Synod. The General Synod was organized in
Hagerstown. Maryland by representatives of Synods of
Pennsylvania, New York, North Carlolina, Maryland,
and Virgina (18201916)

In 1848, Pastor Muehlhaeuser came to Milwaukee. At
first, he sold Bibles and Christian tracts and thereby
became well acquainted with the Milwaukee area. No
doubt, on Sundays he preached at various churches. He
learned about Milwaukee from a friend, Pastodohn
Weinmann, who was pastor of St. Joh& Lutheran
Church, Oakwood, Town of Oak Creek.

Just how long Pastor Muehlhaeuser served our

congregation is not known. No doubt he was assisted

by other missionminded pastors because other

churches such as Salem and Grace Lutheran Churches,
in Milwaukee were founded at the same time.

Further, he was elected the first president of our Synod
on May 26, 1850, thus requiring time to take care of this
fledgling organization. He resigned as president of the
Synod in 1860 because of advancing age.



Our second pastor was Rev. Christian Schroeter. He In 1866 as the pastor of

was born in Hettenheim, Germany on August 25, 1817. beautiful record book listing all the baptisms,
He was the son of a Lutheran pastor. He graduated confirmations, weddings, and burials the pastor
from the Universities of Halle and Berlin and was officiated at. Interesting information about these
ordained at the Theological School at Nassau, important dates were ofterincluded.

Germany. He came to Milwaukee about 1854 and
acquired a small farm on East Grange Avenue, now
part of the airport. It is not known precisely when and
for how long he served our Evangelical Protestant
Church, but it is assumed to have been the late 1850s or
early 1860s.

Rev. Philip

Pastor Brenner was very influential in the changing of
our name and the application for membershipin the
Wisconsin Synod. On January 1, 1867, the new
constitution was accepted and the application was

Rev. Christial made for St. J o h todeamember of the Wisconsin
Synod. The constitution included the name change to
It is known that he had | &dhiendertmawarEd anmge! ocake L u

thinkers.o6 As a result of tThoevsne @ b dMdradgesofficiallyi acqepiad eido, h
to become pastor of the First Christian Free Church membership on Saturday, June 22, 1867 at the WELS
located on Ryan Road about a block west of 27Street convention held a't St . Johnos co
in Franklin, WI. This area was known as Paynesville Milwaukee.

and the former church is now known as Paynesville
Memorial Chapel that exists today in the same location.
Pastor Schroeter is buried ithe adjacentcemetery.

In 1870, Pastor Phillip Brenner accepted a call to serve
a congregation in OshkoshWisconsin.

R _ tion i Our history also mentions Pastors John Weinmann,
e Rev. Philip Brenner was serving a congregation in . .
P g greg Steinbach, Prager and Gies

Kenosha when called to serve St. Johnos, Ev.. Lutheran
, early years; however, no additional information was

Church at Oakwood, Town of Oak Creek, in 1864. located

Two years later, Pastor Phillip Brenner was called to

serve our congregation, the Evangelical Protestant

Church, Town of Lake in 1866.



The Formative Years

While we have no records on the ministry of Rev.
Wil liam Dammann at St .

Holler Heiderich, a member of St. Lucas congregation
in Bay View (18551940), documented Pastor
Dammann preaching at our Evangelical Protestant
Church. He came tothe United States in 1860. He was
born in Erfurt, Thuringer, Germany, and received his
theological training at Barmen with the intent of

1868-1923

St. Lucas Lutheran Church records show that Pastor

J o bamhann encbusageelS/te r J o hMarsy ,avbichg r e

was a part of his parish, to calh candidate of theology,
Mr. John Hodtwalker, as minister of their church, but
with the understanding that Pastor Hodtwalker also
carry-on evangelicalwork in Bay View. His objectives
would be to gatherLutherans of Bay View, organize a
congregation and from here also take care of the

becoming a missionary in foreign fields. spiritual wel fare of the c

] ] ] appears that Pastor Dammann had a warm concern for
He began his ministry at S% Petero§ Cpurcp Town, of
Addi R G, " he sSpi ua wel fare of t
. |sotn, |nI Ias :g on County, fconsm. ef wasSt Rev.John Had t w a | nkierrifsst r y at :
thsta © as pasto r. ° ' 18'?2 ang Ee falthfu|1:1y serveld %Ior SiX yearsnuntthe
located at South 8th and Scott Streets, Milwaukee, on

_ accepted a call to AppletonWisconsin.

May 1, 1861. He organanzed St Jacobi 0s Lut her
Church, South 13th and Mitchell Streets, Milwaukee in The pastorate relationship of St. Lucas congregation
1873 and became their pastor. continued wi t h St . Johnos

T PR
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Rev.
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Reichenbacher was called. Again, the records do not
offer details about his ministry, but they do show his

faithfulness in the performance of baptisms,
confirmations, marriages, and burials. Pastor
Rei chenbacher served St. Jc
March, 1887.

Christiail

Rev.



Prof . Euge Rev. Bendi

Photo courtesy

Professor Eugene Notz of the Theological Seminary in
Wauwatosa served as interim pastor from March to
August 21, 1887. During his brief tenure, Pastor Notz
confirmed fourteen young people on May 20, 1887.

St. Lucas Lutheran Church installed Pastor Bendix
Nommensen on August 21, 1887. It must be assumed

t hat he al so became pastor
ti me. Hi s daughter Her mine
enjoyment of serving tame me
that a brother, Martin, served as the organist.

Pastor Nommensen was faithful to his calling as he
performed many ministerial
spiritual welfare of the congregation. In addition to
serving St. Lucas and St

did mission work in Cudahy andwas instrumental in

the organi z atdiCodahy.d\$ar&ult, St. P a u
Johnds and St . Paul ds <cal | ¢
congregations in 1896. Theological student John
Brenner accepted the call and on April 20, 1896, the two
congregations held a joint instdation service at St.

Paul ds. Rev. Brenner Il i vedq

ministry at St. Johnos.

During Pastor Br enn @landisg p a ¢

Rev. John

began br the building of our secondchurch at the same

s
i

(1.

grtoromam/ Lo o Qs (K5)
v ens 1.4 i

(yrithon feb faden, @
i befer Denn afles | M)

location of our first church. A building committee was
formed including Mr. August Flann. Mr. August
Krause, Mr. William Hoffman, Mr. Herman Winger,
and Mr. Louis Schmidt.

190ConfirmmatidncaBeehpet®r
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Secamurbouh | ,doinnsgt ruct ed i

After four years of planning and construction, our new
church was dedicated on September 1, 1901. Pastor
Domfeld gave the dedication address in the morning
and Pastor J. Anderson spoke the Word of God in the
afternoon. Both services were spoken in Germam the
evening, Pastor Bendix Nommensen, a former pastor,
preached in the English language

The new church edifice was 57 ft. long by 30 ft. wide,
with a tower of 8 ft. by 8 ft. by 75 ft. high with a capacity
of 150 people. The exterior of the church buildingvas
constructed with Milwaukee cream city brick at a cost
of approximately $3,000. We continued to maintain
our cemetery, which had 220 grave sites on our
property. Occupied grave sites were later moved in
1975. Thi s second
congregation and the communy for over 50 years!

12

church

In the summer of 1908, Pastor Lederer accepted the call
from St. Johndés and was in
pastor in September of the same year. Adolph Lederer
graduated from our Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary in
Wauwatosa in 1903 and previously served afem
Congregation 1in Barron, Wi
Lutheran Church in Bear Lake, Wisconsin. He received

an annual salary of $550. He was also paid $108
annually for rent on his home. The home wasriginally

built in 1890 and is the oldest residence thaxists today

for one of our pastors. It was originallylocated on
Howell and Layton Avenues and later moved t@n area
eastof Howell Avenue on Armour Avenue.

Upon his arrival, our church did not have electric lights,
plain glass windows or pull window shades. There was

a large pobelly type coal stove for heat that took up
considerable space. There was only a small reed organ,
played by Past or Lederer. Durin
tenure at St . Johnos, t he
replaced with beautiful acorn light fixtures, the plain
glass windows and shades were replaced with art glass
windows, and a new furnace was installed, which
required handdigging a basemeniy the members. The
congregation also purchased a larger reed organ and
later, purchased a Wangerin pipe organ.

S e

Leder
WE L

Rev.
Phot o

Adol ph
courtesy of



Many organists followed Pastor Lederer to enhance the
worship service and under his leadership, the
congregation reorganized Sundayschool with many
new volunteers. He introduced one extra worship
service each month to be conducted in the English
language. English songbooks were purchased in 1909 to
encourage younger people to attend church services.
However, instruction classes on Satday mornings
continued in German for the purpose of confirmation.
The foll owing year , t he
redecoratel with beautiful paintings on the ceiling and
walls.

ResiebdncReph eAlgaldui | t i
photoithake&m®R5

Pastor Lederer received and accepted a call to his home
congregation, Trinity Lutheran Church in Saline,
Michigan in 1916 and Pastor Martin F. Plass of
Oakwood, Town of Oak Creek was called to serve as
vacancy pastor. This was intended to be a temporary
situation, but as it turned out, PastorPlass served St.
Johndés for al most seven y
wor ship services at St .
serve Oakwood later in the morning. This arrangement
didmat wock hwéll becausenntost of oumembera/didsnot
own automobiles and travel was difficult. The time of
our worship service was changed to 2:00 PM on
Sundays.

Pl as

Mar tin

Rev.

As time passed, interest and attendance waned.
Worship services were held in the German language.
Because of the influence of WWI, anything German
met with persecution and suspicion of disloyalty to
America and the work of our Lord was hindered,
especially among the youn
constitution was rewritten in the English language. The
next year, additional worship services were conducted
in English along with confirmation classes using a
combined German and English catechism. Our first
English confirmation took place in March 1923.

Pastor Plass served St. J
and in the same year, Reverendheodore Monhardt
was called to serve our congregation.

13
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The Normative Years

We begin this period with a look that changed St.
Johnds footprint. I n 1919,
airport called Butler Airport was located at the present
day Currie Park. The growth of aviation quickly
outgrew the area that bordered railroad trackand a
river, limiting any expansion. In 1926, Milwaukee
County purchased Hamilton Airfield, now Milwaukee
Mitchell International Airport, that brought a new
opportunity for St. Johnos

Mo n h

Theodor e

Pastor Theodore Monhardt was born in the Town of
Franklin on September 23, 1897, son of the Rev. and
Mrs. Herman Monhardt. He received his early
education at St . Paul 0s
After graduating from grade school, he attended
Northwestern Preparatory School and College at
Watertown, Wisconsin for a total of eight years. He
then attended Concordia Seminary, Springfield, Illinois
and graduated in June, 1923. Rev. Monhardt was
united in marriage with Clara J. Fenske. This marriage
was blesed with two children, Dawn and William. He
was installed on September 9, 1923 and began aytar

tenure in Godods service at

14

1923-1950

In 1923, Pastor Monhardt, who just graduated from the

sammary, lived wishthis paremtsroa Grkith RoadC(oown t

51st Street) north of Rawson Ave. He purchased a car
when he started at St. John's, but it always needed
repairs. Therefore, the Ladies Aid purchasea new
1925 Ford model T Roadster for him.

In early 1929, with the upcoming marriage of Pastor
Moréh%rgt‘ss marri%gte tg ?Iara in June of the same year,
it became evident that a parsonage was needed. The
congregation approved building a new parsonage and it
was completed on October 2, 1929. The deaddition
service of the parsonage was held on December 2, 1929.
The address was 152 West Grange Ave, one block west
of Howell Ave in the Township of Lake. One acre of
land was purchased for $#50 and the parsonage was
built for $5,800. Those on the buildingommittee were:
Alvin Lampe, Herbert Holtz, Edwin Hedke, Henry
Kendt, Ferdinand Kestner, William Kolbow, Henry
Willms, Charles Flamm and Rev. Monhardt. The
mortgage on the parsonage was liquidated in 1939 only
10 years after it was built through the faithl
contributions of the congregation and assistance from
the Ladies Aid and the Friendship Club.

In 1956, St. Johnds sol d
new church with an attached parsonage the prior year.
The house remained at 152 West Grange Ave until it
was razed for construction of theAirport Spur (now

LubthatreanTseRbkoHI gAway adRO9)n.

Mitchell International Airport to Interstate 94 in 1978.

Par swmnfagkeev. Theodore
built in 1929, photo ¢



As the popularity of the automobile increased, changes
came to the church facilities in 1924. The horse shed,
which was later removed, occupied the west edge of the
church grounds. I n 1925,
held their first meeting at the hore of Mr. and Mrs.
Lewis Schmidt. There were seventeen young people
attending and Lydia Schmidt acted as temporary
president. Our genealogy search back to 1888 has not
found that our current pastor Rev. Stephen Schmidtis
related to Lewis or Lydia Schmidt

A special commemorative service was held in June of
1925 celebrating the 75th anniversary of the founding
of St . Johnos Church. I
anniversary, major renovations included a new roof,
covering the walls and ceilings with a tin materialthe
purchase ofnew colored windows, and the addition of
electric lighting.

n

Rev. Monhardt was instrumental in reorganizing the

Sunday Sc h o o | and in organizi
Soci ety, the Young Peopl ebd
Mends Club among ongoing mi

1926, a new pipe organ was purchased at a cost of
$3,000. This same organ was later moved to our present
church on Howell Avenueand Oak Street.

t h

St . John'fd o9L2&di es

preparations

of

Confirmabobifl®®2 6CI| ass

Back PRewor Theodore Monh
Morris Fiedler, Her man Th.
FrontMrBaw:l ug, Norma Sch

BeatriceAlDiskenamnadT ko m
Gertrude Fiedler
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A lighted bulletin board was installed in front of St.

Our history includes Jacob Klein, the son of John

Johnos i n 1931 for c o mmu nKldiny one nof dahe maidinalo arganazdrso wft our

worship services and t hi
a newsletter for their members andhamedit 0 T h e

s  <angnegatigne who ran B¢ New LoelnrHouse, Bama r t
S t 1902 to 1912 Today, it is known as the Landmark 1850

Johnos .dMostsefehe masgengers are available Il nn and is Milwaukeeds ol d

today in our archivesThe history of our Thanksgiving
tradition at St. Johnods

back to the 1848. Originally, The New Coeln House
S t agerived chs a rweigh@ dtatiansand imre forf farmers |

Festival was introduced. Members were encouraged to traveling between Racine and Milwaukee. The name
ng to the Lordds house tcheanlgpedt sewderfdlr st i meai tisncc
harvest at Thanksgring time.

bri

7
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St. John’'s

jﬂﬂessenger

Parish Papel of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Town Lake, Wis. |

i Volume 4 Milwaukee, Wis., May, 1936 Wy |

THEODORE MONHARDT, Pastor

Station D, R. 2, Box 356 ~ Milwaukee, Wis. [

BOARD OF TRUSTEES:

== President: Edwin Hedke Secretary: Charles Flamm Treasurers Alhéit Thomas ||

SERVICES:

&1 German Service: First, third and fifth English Service: Second and fourth

Sunday at 9:45 A, M. Sunday at 9:45 A. M.
Sunday-school at 11:00 A. M.

BE THOU FAI’IHFUL LN’T‘O DEATH
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named after the patriarch of the family John Hubert
Deuster, who was alsoinstrumental for the first St.

St ephends Chonhhe kdstside@hHowell
Ave. St . Johnos used De u:c
throughout the years including our 40th anniversary
celebration of our second church, built in 1901, on
October 19, 1941. With the Ladies Aid help, a delicious

ham and chicken dimer was served

Cel ebration dPr ®sant byl'8Hdn
Late 1940s

New Coel hAfHmrus»xi mat el vy
The attached frame struct
and post office for



The churchdés name was chang
Lutheran St. Johannes Congregation in the Town of
Laked to o0St. Johnds E®ang
Town of L akrel850,ithe 100tl® ahfiversary

was observed and a permanent Improvement Fund was
started. An anniversary dinner was served at Greenfield
Town Hall and a centennial booklet prepared.

Rev. Monhardt celebrated f
ministry in 1963 but due to ill health resigned as pastor

in 1964. The Lord called him to his eternal rest on June

11, 1964 and he is buried in Arlington Cemetery,
Milwaukee.

Rev. Theodore Monhardt:
Anniversar 9148 mi tt

" lmunp@ R o e

T ey s 0 W B

South on Howell Ave in 19:
WWIlT military airbas
Courtesy of Mitchell Ga

The LadlewlﬁmmsSOC|

Rev. Paul Monhardt a2 5Rel
Anni véit 848y
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The Expansion Years

Shortly after our 100th church anniversary, as Howell
Ave was widened south of our church to support more
traffic, t he future was
road in front of our church would literally bring it to our
door steps. As documented by Gilert Heiderich in
1956, St . Johnos
1952 to discuss relocation of our church building based
on three reasons:

1. The closeness of the highway to our church as
little or no parking area was a source of danger
to the membership and the public.

2. The church being just north of the northeast
southwest runway was an obstacle to plane
traffic.

3. There would be mutual advantage because in
the future the right of way will have to be
acquired.

While the initial plan in 1952 was to relocate the
church, after further evaluation of parking, church
maintenance issues including foundation, buckling
walls, roof and tower leaking issues, the congregation
decided to build a new church. This is occurring
concurrent to negotiations with Milwaukee County and
the State Highway Commission on the offer to purchase
a right of way for widening of Howell Ave. One of the
last subjects in the negotiation was determining who is
responsible for the removal and reinteament of five
grave sites in our cemetery. The five graves were all
from the Zeisse family. They were Frederick Zeisse,
Anna Zeisse, Harvey Zeisse, Adela Schaub, the sister of
Harvey Zeisse, and a baby boy Zeissd=inally, on

March 30, 1954, St .
agreed to accept th&40,000 formal offer for the right
of way with St. Johnos

church building, but countered that Milwaukee County
and the State of Wisconsin shall be responsible for
removal and reintermen of the graves.

Johnos

1951-1975

On May 4, 1954, The State of Wisconsin notified our
congregation of the acceptance of our counter proposal.

s e tOn Julg 16, 1954, .our dffcdrsrEbmer.Cha¥éo, cClarencen g

Hedke, and Gilbert Heiderich with Reverend
Monhardt signed the agreement with the State of

appr oac h eWiscokbinl Gnaugkse 5, 1954, \a rspgegial service to

thank God for resolving our relocation problem was
held. And for the Zeisse family, their graves were
indeed moved in July 1954 to Woodlawn cemetery in
Milwaukee where they remain today.

St. Johnds approved the agr
in August, a service of Thanksgiving was observed
answering our prayers for expansion and growth. An
excellent summary of 1954 was provided by President
Gilbert Heiderich in February, 1955:

1954 was a year of decisio
year ago, there was no promise or encouragement that
might plan a new church edifice. Your officers only asked tf
you the membership have patience and faith. The Lord h:
rewarded you abundigmty our decisions were as follows:

1. The important decision of Mrs. Estelle Zeisse tc
cooperate in the removal of graves so that we mig
proceed. (Thank you, Mrs. Estelle Zeisse, sincerely.

2. Acceptance of the Kern offer to give to the
congregation a tract of land (2 acres more or less).

3. Acceptance of the proposal of the State of Wiscons
$40,000 for yielding taght of way in future
widening of Howell Ave.

4. Authorize the Building Committee to prepare plans

and specifications for the proposed structure.

congregation me t and
5. Authorize the Building Committee to plan and carry

r e s pon S4tiHg Buildipgfpnd Gangign, 4| of  t h
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We were further blessed when the Kern family donated
approximately two acres for our church at Howell Ave
and Oak Street as a memorial to their parents, Mr. and
Mrs. Theodore Kern. Work started immediately, and .
by November 1954, St uildidgo h n &
committee to proceed with the building of this new
church.

On January 2, 1955, on a beautiful winter day, the
congregation observed the groundbreaking as the choir Kern Family Larfd9Bdnat
sang the Doxology, Pastor Monhardt read Psalm 100
and offered a prayer to God, thanking Him forall our
blessings. In March, the cornerstone was laid. Inside
the cornerstone are church records of membership,
confirmation classes, etc.

The cornerstone of our new church and parsonage was
laid on March 27, 1955. Per the April 1955 Messenger
oONone of t he 1901 content
cornerstone were placed into this stone. The contents
were badly deterioratedas water had seeped into the
historical container.We had hoped to find a picture of
the former (our first chur
of 2025, no photograph of the first church from 1850

Left AbberghiThomas, El mer
Al vin Jansma, Cl arence |

Gil bert Hei ndri cl

Sanctuaryf1d9e5d6|catic
Photo courtesy of Ga
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St. Johnis stained gl ass wi

On August 21, 1955 the first worship services were held
in the fellowship area in the basement of the new
church. A few months later, the new parsonage,
attached to the church building, was dedicated on
November 6, 1955 with a special worship service
thanking God for this blessing. Pastor Monhardt and
his family moved into this new parsonage the following
week. The prior parsonage on Grange Ave was later
sold for $15,000.

The church was dedicated to the glory of God and the
preaching of the Gospel on Sunday, March 11, 1956.
The sermon in the morning was preached by Prof.
Oliver Rupprecht of Concordia College, Milwaukee.
The afternoon sermon was preached by Pastor Roland
Ehlke of Resurrection Church, Milwaukee and at the
evening service the First Vicg@resident of Synod, Rev.
Erwin Habeck preached. Pastor Walter Keibel served
as liturgist during the afternoon service. A dinner was
served at noon and a luncheon in the eveninigr the
thankful congregation.

Mr. Jansma wrote for the dedication booklet as follows:
0The function of the building as a house of worship has be
kept in mind, while striving to take advantage of modert
building materials, and at the same time present to th
congregation and the public a building with a warm friendly
feeling. The churchtsegpproximately 275 people with a cost
close to $125,000. The landscaping was done by members
a voluntary basis. ¢

In 1961, St . J o h n 0 spirituglly-p p |
inspiredstainedglass window above our altar with side
aisle hand painted stainedjlass windows. They were
dedicated in a special Thanksgiving service on
December 3,1961. Professor Armin Schuetze was the
festival speaker.

In 2025, additional research on our stainedglass
windows found that now retired Pastor Robert Koester
commented that our stainedjlass windows are some of

the best stained glass windows in the Synod. The
guality and color of the glass along with the artist who
put it toget her wer e exce
website, www.welsstainedglass.orgdocuments stained
glass windows of over 125 congregations of the
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS).
What a blessing we have among us
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Also, back in 1955, the 1901 church was dismantled,
but the handhewn native oak steeple cross was
preserved and later moved to Forest Hill Memorial
Park Cemetery. On June 16, 1961, a special dedication
service was held at the cemetery with Reverend
Monhardt officiating with musical selections by St. y
Johnds choir, Mar vin Moran,
The cross sits atop a mound at the south end of the
cemetery alongwith the dedication plaque. This cross
continues to stand today as a memorial to all theitaful
families who built the three churches to worship the
Triune God.

Our property remained unchanged until 1962 when
Milwaukee County called again. While our actual
cemetery gravesites were not at risk in 1962, Milwaukee
County wanted to acquire the access rights from
Howell Ave. to our cemetery for the purpose of keeping
this air space above 10 ft. On Septemb#®, 1962, an
agreement between St. Johnoés an
was reached where Milwaukee County purchased land

east of our cemetery to Howell Ave. and the

congregation was also to maintain the air space above

10ft at St. Johnd6és cemetery. Furt
to build and maintain a new entrance road on county

land to the cemetery from Grange Ave, with a right to

use for St. Johndés congregation.
$1.00 in this contract.

Dedi cation of the cross
Cemetid9¥Plhot o courtesy c

unty

y agreec

SO rece

1901 Chur ch Shoered
Memor i £LlemkRdareky i

Di smantling the 1901 Original St . Phbdlon'es td emat
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Mi c he

Robert

Rev.

Rev. Robert Michels was born in Milwaukee on July
17, 1936. He attended Mt. Lebanon Lutheran grade
school, Northwestern Preparatory School and
Northwestern College in Watertown, Wisconsin. He
continued his studies at the Wisconsin Lutheran
Seminary, Mequon Wisconsin. Upon graduation from
the seminary in June, 1961, he received a call to
Newton, lowa.

Rev. Michels was called to
was installed on November 1, 1964. On December 17,
1960, Rev. Michels was united in marriage to Marlyn

J. Siegel and this marriage was blessed with two
children, Beth and Bradley. Pastor Michels serde
several vacancies in our area during his ministry here at
St . Johnos. He reorganized
and ended the publication of an annual report of
contributions.

The St. John& constitution was revised in 1966 to
start a Stewardship Committee, encouragingmembers
to usetheir talentsfor the Lord & Kingdom.

The membership increased and in 1968, St Jo&n
added a second Sunday worship service. The worship
times were 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM with Sunday
School at 9:10A.M.

In 1969, the church purchased 2/3 of an acre of land,
south of St. Johrds, from the Kern family for $4,000 and
planted evergreen trees at the property line along with
other landscaping improvements the following year.

St. John® celebratedits 120" anniversary with three
divine worship servicesn 1970. The two services in the
morning had Rev. Adolph Buenger (President of the
southeastern Wisconsin district of our synod)
preaching. Pastor Michels preached the afternoon
service. The ladies of our congregation served a
delicious buffet luncheon and arranged an informative
historical display.

On January31, 1971, the congregatiomastreated toa
special message ofGod®& love by T. Paul Mitra, a
resident of India who was at that time attending the
Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary. His wife a practicing
physician, joined him with the mission work among the

peapleefwdiast . Johnds in 1964 a

Two services marked the anniversary of the dedication
of our present building on March 14, 1971. Prof. John
Jeske was the guest pastor and he preached on the text
of Matt 5:15.

the Vacation Bible School
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The Sgt.

In the early 1970s, during the Vietnam War, we lost one
of our members. On May 30, 1971, the Sergeant Peter
VanderWeg flag pole memorial was dedicated
following the morning worship servicesThe memorial
honors two of our members Charles Fidler, who died
in WWII and is buried at Long Island National
Cemetery in East Farmingdale, New York, and
SergeantPeter VanderWeg who died in Laos during the
Vietnam War and is buried at Forest Hill Memorial
Park Cemetery in Oak Creek, WI. There are two
plagues as part bthis memorial.

St . Johnds gives thanks
service and we thank the VanderWeg family for this
patriotic memorial.

On June9, 1971, the Altar Guild was organizedto be
of service to the pastor and the congregation in
maintaining the altar, its paramentsand communion
preparations.

24
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Me mor i al

&Pl chgruWe g

In 1972, a church office secretaryposition was
approved with responsibilities of keeping all church
records, membership lists, mailing lists in an ufp-date

statg type the Messenger, calendar stencils, and other
work that may be necessary in operating an efficient
of fice of the congregation
became a charter member of Wisconsin Lutheran
College, a two-year Liberal Arts College, with a
payment of $50. The college used the facilities of
Wisconsin Lutheran High School.

Pastor Mi chel s received a

t oButrhleisneg tiomd i WVi cswcaolnss i nor At h

June 1972, Rev. Michels explained the status of the
congregation and asked for a peaceful release so that he
could accept their call. The congregation gnted his
request. The Lord sent this young man to serve St.
Johnds and He richly bl ess
members.



Rev.

Roger P. Dr e

Soon after, Rev. Roger P. Drews was called and
accepted the divine call. He was installed during an
evening service on August 6, 1972. Rev. James Mumm,
a classmate, preached the sermon and Rev. Jonathan
Mahnke (also Rev. Drews "home pastor") installed our
new pastor. Rev. Roger Drews was born in Akron,
Ohio, on January 23, 1937. He attended and graduated
from Mt. Lebanon Lutheran grade school and
Northwestern Preparatory School in Watertown,
Wisconsin. He attended Northwestern College in
Watertown and the University of Wisconsin &
Milwaukee. Pastor Drews graduated from the
Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary, Mequon, Wisconsin in
June, 1965.

He received a call into the holy ministry to serve a
mission congregation, Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church, Burnsville, Minnesota. Pastor Drews attended
the graduate school of Luther Seminary in St. Paul,
Minnesota, majoring in the field of historical theolay.
Rev. Drews married Patricia Grasse and this marriage
was blessed with six children, Daniel, Joel, Mark,
Jonathan, Laurel, and Linda. In July, 1974, the voters
approved a proposal to remodel the attached garage
into a fourth bedroom for the parsonagetaa cost of no
more than $2,500.00. This project was completed by
Frank Brothers in August.

In October, 1972, we started to celebrate holy
communion twice a month. Individual communion
glasses were used on the first Sunday, with the common
cup used on the third Sunday. Also at the quarterly
meeting, the proposal to hold midwveek Advent
services or the first time in our history was approved.
This was further revised in later years to include the
common cup at all worship services with holy
communion.

A new Board of Elders was approved at the annual
meeting in January, 1973 through a change in our by
laws. Thisboard is to assist the pastor in his work and
be concerned with the spiritual welfare of the
congregation and its members. A library committee was
also authorized in Juy 1973 to plan and source books
for the library with funds from memorials, special gifts
and donations.

On Sunday, November 3, 1974 the congregation
celebrated the burning of the mortgage on the present
church building. Pastor Winfred B. Nommenson, of
Salem Lutheran Church, Milwaukee and grandson of

one of our former pastors, was the guest preacher. His
sermon theme was "The Chri :

The men, who were officers at the time the mortgage
was signed and the present officers of the congregation
were privileged to witness the mortgage burning from
the chancel while the congregation looked on. The
choirs sang praises to God along with the congregatio
in thankfulness for reaching this important milestone.

iNbeeimMbet gag

Burning of
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In the early 1970s, the Milwaukee airport planned for a
$60 million air cargo building that spearheaded the
long-standing discussions with Milwaukee County on
moving St Johndos 1850
at the 1850 cemetery was in 1968, therefor, St
operated the cemetery for 118 years!

A diligent search for the relatives of the deceased took
several years prior to the movement of the cemetery.
Milwaukee County moved a total of 189 coffins and
remains to four cemeteries. 160 coffins/remains were
moved to Forest Hill Memorial Park Cemetery 6
coffins/remains were moved to Arlington Park, 13
coffins/remains were moved to Forest Home
Cemetery, and 10 coffins/remains were moved to
Woodlawn Cemetery. Of note, the caskets were mostly
from the late 1800s, but one was dated from 1832. The
casketswer e mostly wooden with
the brick church (1901), some of the graves were under

part of ,Mrhse. aMamhar dt sai d.
basement t her e, over t he
di sturbed©o6. The reinter men

1975 and the cost of the reinterment was paid for by
Milwaukee County.

Hi ||
Courtesy

Forest CeEmed ery

of Gannet't
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Also in 1975, Forest Hill Memorial Park designated the
0Garden of the Chapel 6 are
for t he coffins and remai |

c e meCteammreyt .erifyaot €€ontclue rleamsg it ybh u wi &
J cchemest er y

to its origiaal
McGivern of the Forest Hill staff stated in 1975, a
pioneer type chapel was built adjacent to the Garden of
the Chapel as bicentennial contribution. The chapel
included the altar from our 1901 creantity brick
church.

Today in 2025, St Johnos
its own section (Section 16) at Forest Hill Memorial
Park cemetery. While the pioneetype chapel built in
1975 and the altar from our 1901 church were destroyed
in a fire in 1978 the cemetery has many late 19th
century markers identifying our forefathe@gravesites.

%Iass tops. Also, oln ]
The | ast recorded buri al i

Fores{. Hill Memorial Park Cemetery was on December
oOlfhere was no

g,rzgo\f;.él'gere are nnovc\{ a t?tail] %f 135 %%u?'eéj Ig'lrgv,[e

, a
ites and 67 unoccupied grave sifes.in our cemetery.
f" was co_mg)q (—.gt eg i n quml y¥
Forest Hill Memorial Park does not sell anygrave sites
in our section.

St John's

Me mor i al

Cemetery Pl
P afr2k0 2Ge me t ¢



Stability and Growth Years

In 1975, St.

Johnos

1976-2000

cel ebr aAfetdern t $11 ¥ ®talm sannnfi vseerrsvaircye

Oscar Nauman, president of the WELS at that time,
was the guest speaker. St .
YearsGod6s Grace at St.
pamphlet highlighting the history and pstors who
served the congregation. The renovations included
staining the woodwork in a rich darker color, windows
highlighted, and new carpeting.

Re¥Frederick Jungku
Rev. Frederi ck H. O ORickb©o
Johnos first Assi stant Pas

1979 to the fall of 1980. He was born on August 24,
1919. Pastor Jungkuntz was married to Rennette and
blessed with daughter Becky and son Jonathan. He wa
a veteran of the US Marines, served as a Milwaukee
Police Officer and served for many years as a minister.
He was a former pastor of Gethsemane Lutheran
Church, Milwaukee and was
a senior citizen ministry. However, after appximately

a year inministry at St. J o h nPassor Jungkuntz left
St. Johnds as it was noted
perceive no special needs and are satisfied with the
present level of service. Pasta@ungkuntz continued to
serve as a minister at other congregations until his
retirement in 2000.

Drews accepted a call to the directorship of Lutherans
fod Lofdnim TD83. Rastob Siggelkbve atcepteld the aalllag 5 t

J 0 h n dvacaricyn pastdr g ther gongeegation ktartpde the call

process for a new pastor.

The congregation was again blessed that Pastor Rev.
Kenneth R. Kratz accepted the divine call in October
and was installed in November of 1983.

R.
Jungkunt z became St.
Ben in Algorga, Wisepngin.ap Febriiasy28, 1959 9
Lester and Mrytle Kratz, Pastor Kratz attended
Immanual Lutheran School near the family farm in
Kewaunee, Wisconsin. He was confirmed March 22,
1964 and entered Northwestern Preparatory School in
Watertown, Wisconsin graduating in 1968. He then
entered Northwestern College, graduated in 1972, and
c eprpliedinWiscqpsind ytheran Seminagy JVhije gt the ¢ 5
seminary, he vicared in Juneau, Wisconsin under
Pastor and District President, Carl Mischke. Upon

graduagien i, 1876, he Was psgigngd to Moung plive 5

K

Kenneth

Rev.

2

Evangelical Lutheran Church in Monroe, Wisconsin
where he served until acce,|]
1983.
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Pastor Kratz was married in June, 1976 to Diane L
Kalbus from Readfield, Wisconsin and they have three
children, Benjamin, Emily and Peter. This began a long
ministry of stability and growth in ministry at St.
Johnos.

Our Easter lily cross was designed and built by member
Tony Widenski in 1985 to beautify our Eastemworship
services. It continues to be used today as part of our
celebration of Christos
generations of Wi
this special gift to the congregation

I n 1985, the young
programs were started again. This provided numerous
opportunities for
Word through multiple activities throughout the year.
Concurrently, the current council added the Boaraf
Education to our leadership team and teamed with both
Ri sen Chri st and St .
relationships with our school age children.

denski 0s

The foll owing vyeatsfirstliShsed J o
preschool for the community and was blessed that Mrs.
Jean Koepsell accepted the call as our first teacher and
diligently led this ministry for four years. JoAnn
Jurgens was called in 1989 as our second preschool
teacher and continued thisministry for 10 years,
followed by Karen Dyke in 1999. Unfortunately, the
2000 economic crisis impacted our preschool
enrollment in 2000 and it was suspended. After
multiple reviews including a possibility of statiihg a
daycar e, St . Johnodos did not
a daycare. We were blessed to service the community
for 14 years with our preschool.

Back to 1985, our church council reviewed and revised

our constitution and bylaws to reflect current processes
and programs. This included adding goals and
objectives for each committee all aligned with our
overall mi ssion at Stonand o hi
bylaws were adopted by the congregation in 1987.

' eSﬁ'olf'_tI)r/ a[fteerv%:\Fdél gsr(])ury(\svu¥htprggr_arrr1‘s%ovﬁtinu];do t_ou '

B8 W Folmdd 8 Lteefind Lommitiee 't beltrdr

understand our current and future trends as we were at

ng

peopl e dFapaciy jewls B oy Supdayachod ang etheraargas.

Steering committee members were Sanford Olson,

f ami | i es Maryo Buler, Bap Huettges, t Mpk rDragggr, K8 d 6

Eggleston, John Gorski, Mike Kahle, Jan Wolfgram,
Ron Miller, Carol Grundy, and Mel Hall. This led to
St. Johns deciding to expand our facilitiesn 1990.

P a u ICBusch Presidgng ikop Grandy apRointed p gogmaitiee

headed by Mike Kahle. Committee members were Joe
Bena, Carol Grundy, John Gorski, and Dennis
Widenski. Anderson Ashton was named as our design
contractor.

N GO

%

Pi oneer
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The groundbreaking of our new addition was on April
28, 1991. The new addition included a new fellowship
hall, multiple classrooms, meeting areas, a pastbr
office, and a covered church entrancevay. The
completed new addition was dedicated to the Glory of
God on October 27, 1991. The cost of the addition was
$426,000 and the new organ $36,000. Today, this area
is recognized also as our Welcome Center for members
and visitors to gather for conversatin, coffee, and
delicious treats.

St . Johnods continued with

time and in 1993, the congregation adopted a formal
Mission Statement and our first fiveyear plan. While
we had numerous revisions to our fivgear plan since
1993, our mission and therefore our Mision Statement
remains steadfast today as it did in 1850. Also, in 1993
the new Christian Worship Hymnal was adopted and
purchased.

Sunday Schod990sache
Left Gailti bhefanik, Rut h
Tina Miller, Doug Wei ss,
Carol Anderson, Mary But/

Christine Jacobso

strate ng t

Staff

Mi ni.8ooéid i Rgenmne

Our congregation took a large step forward in 1998 in
youth and family ministries; covering Sunday School,
Pioneers, Teens, Education, and more. Mr. Rodney A
Bollinger was called and accepted the position of
Minister of Youth/ Family Discipleship.

Rod Bollinger was born on January 19, 1954 to Adam
and Irene Bollinger. He grew up in Zeeland, North
Dakota where he attended the elementary school and
was confirmed at Zion Lutheran Church in 1968. He
entered Northwestern Lutheran Academy in Mobridge,
South Dakota, graduating in 1972. He attended Dr.
Martin Luther College in New Ulm, Minnesota
graduating in 1977. His first call was to St. Paul in
Norfolk, Nebraska where he served as a teacher, coach,
band director and principal at the Christian Day School
until 1983 when he accepted a call to St. Lucas,
Kewaskum, Wisconsin. Here he served as the
congregationds seventh and
principal. Staff Minister Bollinger then accepted a call

to serve at St. Johnds Evar
was installed in July of 1998. He married Karen R.
Cudnohoske from Kewaskum, Wisconsin. They have
three daughters, Danielle, Cara, and Hope.
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Rod continued to serve abt. Thehnyesarunltd999 hdahsowed i a@meinr

the end ofSeptember 2020Here are excerpts from Rod as our congregation grew to a record 700 souls. We also

in his farewell devotion from the Messenger newsletter recorded 1,745 guests signing our Friendship Registers.

published that month We added another tool for spiritual growth and
vangelism call ed 0 Dasseitee T

e
| will always remember the ministry we shared such as YOUtPape

) ) ) ) s. Each tape consisted of five d@linute devotions
Bible Study, teens (especially regional and International -
) ) . and produced eve%/ week for members, visitors, and
Youth Rallies), Kidsd Day, onf

F O%‘hS [ rpat ion, ¢
) i ] ) _shared with tHe community. As technology changed,
Christmas and Easter for Kids, choir, meetings for Council ; .
Fell hin. P wnd Youth Discibleshi e 1 wil tassettes were replaced with CDs and later emails. The
ellowship, Propertyn : ou iscipleship, ef:. wi ame changed ta b Sinresmgthn
remember the good friends | made at the Bible classes_| . . ,
. Pastor Krat z retired I n :
conducted at Centennial and Meadowmere and the special .. . . .
o T - ] continues to provide daily devotions from the Synod.
visits made with individuals, families and gmibver the
years. | will remember those members who passed Also in 1999, based on congregatial input, we started
during my time here as | look forward to the time | wilbea new o0Seni or Ministryo pr
reunited with them in heaven. As | reminisce about all thesendividuals. This demographic ministry grew
things, my eyes are wet with tears. rel ationships and strength

) ) ) . sharing onebts |life experie
My dear friends, we will always treasure the precious unity in . _
and mission activities.

faith that we shared in our Savior, Jesus. You will remain in
our hearts. Our friendship will last into eternity. I'n 2000, St . Johnds review
] introduced grape juice as an alternative to wine for
May God continue to bless and keep you and use each of y.o%. : . : I :
} individuals with special needs. Continuing with
to be a blessing to St. Johnos. . .
improving processes, we revised our fiscal year to end
on June 30th rather than the end of the calendgear to
allow for more accurate forecasting and results for our
WELS Synod, elementary schools, and other ministries
in our annual ministry plan (budget).

S S

Pastor Kratz and St af
outsitde9t hadditi on

Adul t Habai &esl | s

Left Aonobidhtoers, Ki m €
Jan Wol fgram, Gai | Young,
Karen Bollinger, Car ol An

Christmas Youth Pr
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Wisdom in Word Years

Our increased growth in worship service attendance
resulted in St Johndos to
service on Sundays in 2001. The schedule of the three
services were 8:00 AM, 9:30 AM, and 11:00 AM. We
also decided on changing the liturgical format fothe
9:30 AM service to include a larger variety of hymns,
song leader and modest liturgical revisions. This was
called the Living Praise service. The other services
stayed with our current format and called the Divine
Worship service. This continued until2009 where we
returned to two worship services on Sundays, an 8:00
AM Divine Worship service and the 10:30 AM Living
Praise service.

Pi oneer soveeanaatignfgi k e L afk2e03

Left Eoici §hei schman, Ada
Ben Lundel |l , Dave Brushal
Danny Lloyd

Ananeosfi2zsO OBa n d

Left TomrBSghgman, Eric Be
Danny Ll oyd, Hope Bol | |
Not piDautsturiend:Ll oyd, Ashl e:

and Brittany Wei s

2001-2025

As part of the trend for added Christian music at St.
ddddn@&@sn baedydontd ocmuarl nveom sLhiivpi
St . Johnos f or med a t een
(0renewal 6). The bai+Qllancds
played at both the WELS 2007 and 2009 International
Youth Rallies, the 2008 Canada Youth Rally, and
numerous WELS churches in the area, as well as Oak
Creekds 4th of July parade.

With the membership growin
the house directly to the
St) in 2003 to alleviate the parking situation. Soon after,

in 2005, the house at 231 E Oak Street became available
and St. Johnos etyas pantafdoagd t
term planning. Property improvements included added
parking areas, construction of a second garage,
landscaping, and paving the entire parking lot. Both
houses were rented out i mi
future was secure.

I n 2006, Womenodés Ministry
St . Johnds to provide mor
facing challenges. This group assisted members and
visitors with Godds Word f

with various difficulties.

Adul t fZ@O#AT

Back SRawy Ol son, John G

Doug Weiss, Shawn Charney
Mi ddl BRuRbwGonsky, June W

Mary Butler, Toni Groth,
Gai |l SR reof nat@ afkanve:n Br i ¢ h, |
Kat hy Ol son, Karen Noard,
Rose Simonds, Linda
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FROGSR ader sth2i0pl t eam

Left tHopRi Blt:l inger, |

TJ and Tracy Norman, CF
Brett, Sarah and Gisele VW

Our FROGS (Friends
youth ministry began in 2009 and by 2013 this youth
ministry had 40 in attendance in various ministries
including projects including their own families, service
persomel in Iraq and Afghanistan, Joy House (inner
city mothers), nursing homeresidens, the needy and
homeless, missionary children, congregational shirts
and others. FROGS strived to provide a balance of
serviceandf el | owshi p al l under
this period, St . J oalditiénal
opportunities for our youth including our teen program
FISH (Faithful in Serving Him), Christmas for Kids,
Veggie Tales, Faith Stepping Stones, and Bible Camp
Adventure.

In 2012, St . Johnoés joined
High School (WLHS) to launch a major capital appeal
program called Gifted for Praise with 80% of the funds
all ocated to St. Johnos
Through Godos Gr ace, w e
$153,185 to designated ministries including support for
both WLHS and ShorelandLutheran High School and
capital improvements that were completed in 2018.

After 30 years of dedicated leadership and service to the
members and friends of
retired. The celebration of Pastor Kratz ministry was
held at the Oak Creek Community Center on October
28, 2013. Pastor Curtis Golm from MessialLutheran
Church diligently served as our vacancy pastor,
providing Godods Wor d and
proceeded to call a new pastor.
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Rev. Stephen J. Schmidt accepted the Pastoral call to
serve at St. Johnds
Pastor Schmidt graduated from Martin Luther Prep in
Prgifiet dy Chygn, W §1888); NorthwesterR £ollegg
(1992), and Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary @96).
During his school years he held several jobs, ranging
tiom the inferesting (speUEtY SEREVisOrAt Syperpaw!
XXVIxt@ the nog-quite-as ptergsting (oyprpighg shift at
a plastics factory).

In 1998 he married Margo (Wendt) in Springville, NY.
They have been blessed with two daughters, Sonja and
Christina. Pastor Steve Schmidt previously served at
AsgegsipR @f dacksopvilley NG fpr 15%6/¢ars. [PFoR 1t 2
his time in North Carolina, Pastor Schmidthad served
as a tutor and dorm supervisor at Martin Luther College
in New Ulm, MN. He spent his vicar (apprentice
pastor) year at Faith Lutheran Church in Anchorage,
AlaskapAdl foyr aregpeoud to call the Mivaukgesarea

home.

and was



